WHAT WE BELIEVE

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD
1. We believe there is one true and living God who is eternal, existing in three persons,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each being equal, therefore deserving our worship and
obedience (Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; Il Corinthians 13:14).

2. We believe that heaven, earth, and man were created by a direct act of God (Genesis 1:1;
Isaiah 48:13; Psalm 33:6).

3. We believe that Jesus Christ is the very Son of God (Hebrews 1:8); that He was born of a
virgin (Matthew 1:23), and that He lived a sinless life (Hebrews 4:15), that He was crucified
(I Peter 2:24), died as a penalty for our sins (I Peter 3:18), and was raised from the dead
bodily on the third day (I Corinthians 15:4). He is now ascended to the Father's right hand
(Hebrews 12:2) where He is the head of the Church (Colossians 1:18) and intercedes for
believers (Hebrews 7:25).

4. We believe that God the Holy Spirit is a person and possesses all the divine attributes (Acts
5:3-4). He indwells all believers (I Corinthians 6:19), placing them in the Body of Christ
(I Corinthians 12:13) and sealing them at the moment of salvation (Ephesians 1:13). He
now fills (Ephesians 5:18), guides (John 16:13), teaches (John 14:26), and empowers (Acts
1:8) the believer to the glory of God.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE

5. We believe that all of the Bible is the inspired Word of God. By "inspiration" we mean that
the Bible was given as men were "moved by the Holy Spirit." We believe that the Bible is
the divinely authoritative standard by which men should live (Il Timothy 3:16; Il Peter
1:20-21).

THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION

6. We believe that by His sovereign choice and love, God sent His Son into the world to save
sinners (Ephesians 1:4-5; Il Thessalonians 2:13-14).

7. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ made a perfect atonement for sin through His death
by the shedding of His blood; therefore, men are saved and justified on the basis of His
work on the cross alone. This salvation, which provides forgiveness of sins, the imparta-
tion of a new nature and eternal life, is by grace alone and entirely apart from good works,
baptism, church membership or any efforts by man (Romans 3:22-24; Ephesians 2:8-9;
Titus 3:5-7).



THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION CONTINUED

8. We believe that a true believer cannot lose his salvation because God has made him
eternally secure (I Peter 1:3-5; John 10:27-29; Romans 8:1). However, sin will interrupt the
joy of his fellowship with God and result in the loving discipline of his heavenly Father
(Psalm 51:12; Hebrews 12:5-6).

9. We believe that a child of God is a joint heir with Christ (Romans 8:17); therefore, at death
their spirits enter into the blessed presence of Christ (Il Corinthians 5:6-8) and at the
rapture their bodies will be raised to the likeness of Christ (I Thessalonians 4:13-17). In
contrast, the lost will enter conscious eternal punishment at death (Revelation 20:11-15).

10. We believe that every Christian should be growing in spiritual maturity through obedience
to the Word of God (I Peter 2:2; Il Timothy 3:16-17) and the indwelling Spirit (Galatians
5:16-18, 22-25).

THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

11. We believe the Church is the Body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23). It is made up of local
assemblies of believers for the purpose of edification and evangelism (Matthew 28:19-20),
to administer the Church ordinances of baptism (Matthew 28:19-20), and communion
(I Corinthians 11:23-26), and to give opportunity to express the spiritual gifts (Romans
12: 4-8).

THE DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY

12. We believe that life begins at conception and is sacred to God (Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians
1:15).

13. We believe God’s design in creation is for man and woman to be born sexually and biolog-
ically different and mutually complementary (Genesis 1:27-28, 31). They become one flesh
in marriage (Genesis 2:24; Mark 10:6-8) and are to experience sexual fulfillment only in the
context of marriage (Hebrews 13:4).

14. We believe that sin has corrupted all human relationships, most intimately, the sexual
relationship (1 Corinthians 6:18). Christ suffered for all sin that He might bring us to God (1
Peter 3:18). We believe to be Christlike is to be full of grace and truth (John 1:14).
Compassion toward those suffering from sexual deviation is the grace response. Protec-
tion for the church and its reputation is the truth response. Therefore, everyone is
welcome to attend the public services of our church without condemnation or judgment.
However, those actively participating in lifestyles which deviate from God’s plan in the sex-
ual area of their lives (Leviticus 18; Romans 1:26-28; Hebrews 10:26; 1 John 3:9) will not be
candidates for church membership or employment. We believe that God loves all people
(John 3:16) and offers forgiveness to all who repent and believe the gospel, and He gives
the power for deliverance to those who live in obedience to Him (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).



