
Trinity Sunday, and the Occasion of Canon Lorne Mitchell’s Retirement  
June 12, 2022 

In this place today, may only truth be spoken and may only truth be heard.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

This is Trinity Sunday in our church calendar, the day on which we ponder and celebrate the 

great mystery of God as Three-in-One. It is sometimes said that Trinity Sunday is when every 

preacher commits heresy trying to explain what it means for God to be Three Persons of One 

Being, but that doesn’t really worry me. I think I’ve got it all sorted out. And anyway, the church 

authorities nowadays don’t get so fired up about heresy as they did four or five centuries ago.   

Not only that, but I’ve witnessed Lorne+ himself committing heresy in this place, apparently 

with no adverse consequences. For several weeks recently, he used a prayer that addressed Jesus 

as “the first-born of Creation”, which is a perfect example of the heresy of Arianism! Mind you, 

St. Paul said the same thing, so I guess it’s maybe marginally acceptable. Even so, it’s important 

to get things right, and I thought this morning I would speak about the major heresies around the 

Trinity, and carefully explain the correct doctrine. 

I say I thought that, but – I’m sorry; I know you’ll be disappointed – I decided not to do that. But 

I will keep on talking about Lorne+! Even though he’s in the room. 

Actually, before I do that, I will say just a little bit more about the Holy Trinity which - tongue 

removed from my cheek – is a mystery of infinite truth and overwhelming beauty, and the 

foundation and fabric of everything in heaven and earth. Our minds really cannot comprehend 

how God can be three and also one, or how Jesus can be fully human and fully divine. But 

understanding how all that works really need not matter to us. Jesus never talked about 

theological abstractions. He came to show us what does matter to God: a deep, loving 

relationship with God, and kind, loving, forgiving, generous, self-sacrificing relationships with 

all people. Love is what matters about the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternally united 

in a love swirling and flowing among them that is so infinitely generous that it overflows into 

Creation, and, if we let it, draws us into that Holy Oneness. 

I wanted to say that much about the Trinity, because loving, caring relationship is so much of 

what this beautiful community of St. James is about, and it is what Lorne+ has nurtured and 

upheld in his many years here.  

And though it doesn’t seem like it, it is “many” years. Lorne+, when you came here, I had a head 

of dark brown hair! (Incredible, I know, but just look at an old parish directory.) And Lorne+ - I 

saw the pictures you showed at Parish Council this week – back then your beard was brown, too! 

One of the things that Lorne+ and I share is a love of history, and history is immensely important 

to our faith. Our scriptures form a story about all kinds of people in all kinds of life situations 

experiencing God’s action in the real world - people striving to learn who God is and what God 

desires of us and for us. It is a story of dynamic and evolving faith.  Lorne+ often has brought 

history into his preaching and study groups, and it has been a great way to see how we are just 

the latest part of a story that continues. 

So let me share a bit of history. These are excerpts from an announcement I made here on a 

Sunday morning back in 2003: 

“In the Book of Jeremiah, God says: “I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will 

feed you with knowledge and understanding.” That promise is about to be fulfilled again in this 

Parish. 
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It is with profound joy and thanksgiving that we announce that Bishop Bruce Howe has accepted 

the recommendation of our Selection Committee and has appointed the Reverend Doctor Lorne 

Mitchell to be the new Rector of St. James'…. 

The Selection Committee interviewed several fine priests, and we all believe in our hearts that 

Rev’d Lorne Mitchell is the right person for St. James'...  

As Selection Committee members, we feel inadequate to convey to you how exciting and joyful it 

has been to get to know Lorne+… We interviewed him for several hours on two occasions and 

asked him very tough questions. Several of us visited St. John's in Kitchener to hear him preach.  

• We found Lorne+ to be forthright, humble and approachable. He is easy to talk with - he 

speaks calmly and brims with gentle humour. Despite his vast education, he is plain and 

down-to-earth in conversation. He overflows with exciting ideas about parish life and 

ministry, and is open to the ideas of others.  

• Lorne+ clearly and movingly tells of his deep, personal relationship with our Lord Jesus, 

and he demonstrates it in his life and ministry.  

• He loves good liturgy and good music. [Oh, the beautiful liturgy! And just this morning the 

choir thanked Lorne+ for his ministry, especially his support for the music ministry of St. 

James] He values tradition, and is committed to keeping both the Book of Common Prayer 

and the Book of Alternative Services alive in worship.  

• He loves to preach, and does it very well.  

• He is highly trained and experienced in pastoral care with all ages. At present he is Chair of 

the Long-Term Care Committee in the Waterloo Deanery, and Adjunct Professor of Pastoral 

Theology at Huron College. 

• He coaches minor soccer. He enjoys working with children and youth, whether in worship, 

Sunday school or on the volleyball court.  

• He has an excellent grasp of leadership and parish administration…. 

We will learn from Lorne+; he will inspire us to new things. He will take good care of us….!” 

Today as I read that list of gifts we saw in Lorne+ I have to say: I think we got it right! 

Lorne+ is indeed approachable and easy to talk with. He makes complex ideas seem clear and 

accessible. In his patient and loving way, informed by his faith in God, he eases tensions and 

puts problems in perspective. He listens carefully and thinks before he speaks (and that’s an 

example I could emulate better!) Lorne+’s leadership style is to build consensus and empower 

others. He has a knack that I envy for identifying and raising up the gifts of others.  

In the years Lorne+ has been our Rector, there have been lots of issues, big projects and hard 

decisions that require the kind of calmness, perspective and faith in the providence of God that 

Lorne+ brings! Reconfiguring the chancel and installing a new organ seemed like a big one at the 

time, but then the threatened collapse of the nave and hall roofs drove us out of the building for 

many months! Then we learned that we had to take the bells out of the tower and replace the 

frame that holds them. [Presentation of the Holy Hard Hat] And need I mention the arrival of a 

disastrous global pandemic and locked-down churches? 

Speaking of closed churches, the 18 years during which Lorne+ has been our spiritual leader, 

church attendance and membership, especially among the young, have significantly declined all 

over the Western world, the Anglican church included. St. James has weathered this better than 

many, but we are certainly affected. Too often, priests blame themselves, feel as it they are 

failing. And the same time, the legal, financial and administrative demands on clergy in all 
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denominations has grown. All in all, it has been a tough time to be a priest! Lorne+ has carried 

this with amazing grace, and he continues – as in his wonderful message last Sunday – to speak 

joy and hope and trust in God into all this anxiety. 

Everyone will have their own memories of Lorne+ and will have experienced his gifts for 

ministry in different ways and circumstances. It was wonderful at Parish Council the other night 

to hear people talking about their good memories of life at St. James and of how Lorne+ has 

welcomed them, inspired them, taught them, comforted them. I joked that I was recording all this 

to use in my sermon, and I really wish I had, because it was quite wonderful, and all from the 

heart. 

It is a privilege and a joy for me that Lorne+ invited me to preach today, but it has been a 

challenge, too. There is so much I’d like to say about how very good it has been for me to have 

Lorne+ as my pastor, mentor, colleague and friend. There is much I could say about Lorne+’s 

contributions to this parish community. But in the time we have, I can share only a few 

highlights of memories and observations.  

One of my treasured memories is the day Lorne+ came to my house to talk with me about my 

call to be a deacon, and to tell me I had his support and encouragement. It wasn’t just the “yes”; 

it was the way Lorne+ helped me understand my call more clearly than I had before. 

All the way along, Lorne+ has been wonderfully supportive of my ministry as a deacon - and of 

parish outreach. Not all deacons are so blessed! He has given me and Steph and the Outreach 

Committee space to pursue our work, while coming to support us when needed. For me, he has 

been a wise counsellor on many occasions.  

Another fond memory: the weekend overnight events Lorne+ led with the youth of the parish at 

the church or at a campground. Movies, pizza, roasting marshmallows at a campfire, bowling, 

volleyball, baseball – but most of all conversation and laughter.  

One of the hardest, but most important, parts of any priest’s role is to support and comfort people 

in their times of grief and loss. I’ve personally experienced Lorne’s empathy and gentle skill in 

accompanying me and my family through such at time. I know others have as well. 

One of the priorities Bishop Todd has for the Diocese of Huron is to make it a “learning church”, 

and that’s been a passion for Lorne+ throughout his time here. Going back several years, he has 

had a vision of St. James as a centre of spiritual learning for the community and beyond. It is a 

delightful coincidence that the first reading this morning was about Woman Wisdom, the first 

creation of God and a joyful “master worker” in making the foundations of the earth. Lorne+ has 

led or co-led a couple of study series just about every year on spirituality, church history, 

theology and emerging forms of church. He has introduced us to Celtic spirituality and led two 

pilgrimages to Iona.  

It has been a recurring theme in Lorne’s homilies to name and challenge the systems of empire-

style power, domination, privilege and ravenous materialism that have existed from antiquity to 

the present day. And he has challenged us. Two weeks ago, he asked us in his homily, “How do 

we benefit from, participate in, and foster the systems of the world that oppose God’s life? Are 

we willing to change? Do we operate out of our wounds and brokenness: do we operate out of 

our resentments, out of a need to always win. Are we always looking out for number one, living 

with an attitude of scarcity, prejudice, fear, judgement or hatred? To the degree we do, we deny 

God our life and contribute to the darkness of the world. That is not God’s desire or hope for our 

lives or the world.” 
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All of this, I do believe, has contributed to a substantial shift in the attention and concern of the 

parish toward justice and mission, and to openness toward new ways of being church. Lorne+ 

has gently but persistently prepared us for new movements of the Spirit in our church. There was 

tremendous energy building in the parish before COVID arrived. The pandemic drained much of 

that away, but the foundations are in place, and it will return.  

But now, it is time for Lorne+ and Karen to move into a new chapter in their lives, and that 

means for us to say farewell, at least for now, and that is not easy. The Gospel passage that Steph 

read this morning is one part of a long farewell discourse of Jesus on the eve of his crucifixion. 

The disciples are grieving, uncertain, confused and don’t know or understand what will happen. 

All they know is that they are losing their teacher and friend. Over and over, Jesus exhorts them 

to love one another as he has loved them. Over and over, he assures them, as in today’s passage, 

that the Spirit will be with them, guiding them into God’s truth and showing them the things to 

come. So it will be with us!  

Jesus said, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” I say the same 

thing, knowing you could not bear me going on that much longer! But in closing, I do want to 

offer Lorne+ and Karen a few more words, not mine, but the beautiful, soulful poetry of Irish 

writer John O’Donohue from his book, To Bless the Space Between Us. It’s called “For 

Retirement”: 

This is where your life has arrived, 

After the years of effort and toil; 

Look back with graciousness and thanks 

On all your great and quiet achievements. 

You stand on the shore of new invitation 

To open your life to what is left undone; 

Let your heart enjoy a different rhythm 

When drawn to the wonder of other horizons. 

Have the courage for a new approach to time; 

Allow it to slow until you find freedom 

To draw alongside the mystery you hold 

And befriend your own beautiful soul. 

Now is the time to enjoy your heart’s desire, 

To live the dreams you’ve waited for, 

To awaken the depths beyond your work 

And enter into your infinite source.Ca 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

- The Rev’d Canon Tom Patterson 

 

1 O’Donohue, John. To Bless the Space Between Us (Penguin Random House LLC, New York, 2008) 167 


