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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 

Sermon: “New Creation”   Series: “After Resurrection … What?” 
Pastor Dave Sattler   NSAC   May 15, 2022   John 20:11-18; 27-28 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Introduction & Review: 
• Why is belief in miracles, or a God Who performs them a “tough sell” in our world 

these days? 

• Pastor Dave’s sermon thesis was: “The resurrection of Jesus both inaugurates 
(ushers in) and guarantees (like a down payment on a full payment to come) God’s 
new creation.”  Discuss. 

• Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-57.  Name some of the impact/ramifications of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

II. Read Biblical Text — John 20:11-18 

III.   Bible Questions: 
1. What is Mary concerned about? (V11-13) 
2. Who does Mary mistake Jesus for?  And, why?  (V14) 
3. Read Genesis 2:8-9/15.  Discuss how God and humanity are gardeners. 
4. Pastor Dave said, Q: “Here’s the biblical picture: To put God’s creation back in 

order, Gardener Jesus is here to uproot the weeds and dandelions and replace 
them with tulips and daffodils!”  What do you think about this picture? 

5. Read V17.  When Jesus says to Mary “Do not hold on to me,” what do you think 
He is driving at?  What’s the significance of Jesus saying, Q: “Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’”  (17b) 

 N.T. Wright suggests, Q: “Something has altered, decisively.  Something has been achieved.  A new relationship 
  has sprung to life like a sudden spring flower.  The disciples are welcomed into a new world: a world where they  
 can know God the way Jesus knew God, where they can be intimate children with their father.”  

IV. Application Questions: 
A. In Jesus, the whole world is being made new.  (Genesis 1:1; 

Revelation 21:1-5a)   
1. Did you grow up with the idea that the earth and all that’s in it is disposable?  

Describe. 
2. Read Genesis 1:1 & Revelation 21:1-5.  How does the biblical narrative begin and 

end with a beginning: a new creation? 
3. How does the description of the new heavens and new earth sound a lot like a 

garden city? 
4. Pastor Dave said, “For those who are in Christ, the new heaven and new earth 

will be a place to fully and intimately engage with God, our fellow humanity, and 
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all creation in a beautiful way we can’t quite fully grasp or imagine this side of 
eternity.”  How does this sit with you? 

B. In Jesus, our bodies are being made new.  (John 10:10) 
1. The idea that somehow we can make ourselves better through miracle diets or 

vitamins, obsessing about personal fitness, or engaging in all sorts of therapies.  
How does this fly in our culture? 

2. Why might there be a tendency for us to under-estimate our need for a new body 
and God’s ability to deliver it?  Describe. 

C. In Jesus, we get a glimpse of what is to come. (1 Cor. 15:20-22) 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-22.  Describe the concept of “first-fruits” as it relates to 

the resurrection of Jesus and end times (eschatology). 
 The Bible often refers to the “already-but-not-yet” work of God.  God’s work in humanity and all creation is  
 seen in our world today.  Yet we still live in a world contested for, and affected, by sin.  All is not fully right yet. 
   And, there will come a day, when Christ returns, when all that is wrong with the world will be made right.   

2. Pastor Dave said, Q: “While because of Jesus’ transforming work, I may be a 
mere shadow of my former self here on earth I am also, because of Jesus, a 
glimpse of my future resurrected self.”  How is this true? 

3. When/where have you seen (not yet perfect) “glimpses” of eternity in the 
community of Christ-followers, the church—in all its beauty and mess?  Give 
examples from your own observations or experiences. 

D. In Jesus, there’s always reason for hope!  (John 20:27-28; 2 
Corinthians 5:17)  

1. Read John 20:27-28.  Is it surprising that Jesus still carries scars with Him in 
His resurrected body? 

2. Pastor Dave said, Q: “Maybe we too will carry scars with us into eternity.  And 
the scars we bear may serve as evidence not of past shame, but of hope—that our 
pain in this life is real, and, part of us, but, our pain need not define us.”  How 
does that sit with you? 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17.  Describe the hope that is ours in Jesus. 
 As the first Christ-followers mulled it over, a belief was planted in their hearts: ‘If Jesus could come back from 
 death, in Jesus, there is an ultimate way back for all humanity—and all creation.’ 

4. How might Christian hope challenge our sense of self-sufficiency and tendency to 
exhaust all our own resources to fix things before we ever call on Jesus? 

5. As a group, take your hopeless situations to Jesus (relationships, illnesses, 
greatest set-backs, and needs).  With Jesus in the picture, there is always reason 
for hope.  No matter the circumstance!
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