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Theme:  Jesus Christ provides everything we need for our journey. 
 
Text:  John 14:1-14 
 
Here’s a thought:  A Chinese proverb advises, “To know the road ahead, ask 
those coming back.” 
 
Disney released the movie “Homeward Bound:  The Incredible Journey” in 
1993.  The story features Chance, a fun-loving American bulldog pup; Sassy, a 
hilarious Himalayan cat who lives up to her name; and Shadow, a wise old 
golden retriever - all of whom express themselves with very familiar human 
voices!  The adventure begins when the loving owners of these talkative pets 
must leave them in the temporary care of a friend who lives hundreds of miles 
away.  But after several days, the worried animals begin to think their family is 
in trouble, so they decide to travel home.  On their incredible journey across 
the Sierra Mountains, they encounter surprises from man, beast, and nature 
alike.  The instincts these animals portray in their journey home have stuck 
with me. 
 
If animals can have a longing for home, how much more can we as humans?  We 
crave a permanent dwelling place. 
 
Jesus refers to the eternal home in John 14:1-14: 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In 
my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  
I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough 
for us.” 9 Jesus answered:  “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have 
been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I 
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?  The words I say to you are 



not just my own.  Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 
work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell 
you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  
He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will 
do it.” NIV 

 
Jesus Christ provides everything we need for our journey. 
 

Jesus Prepares the Place (John 14:1-4) 
 

 
 
All of Jesus’ talk of leaving the disciples was stressing them out!  Why would He 
want to leave them?  They still had in their heads the image of the Messiah 
leading them to victory over the Romans.  Instead, things were going to get worse 
before they would get better.  As Peter and John had gone ahead of Jesus and 
the rest of the disciples to prepare the Upper Room for the Passover meal, Jesus 
reassured them that His departure would fulfill the grand purpose of preparing a 
place for them in heaven. 
 
For the Jewish groom, the betrothal period was one of preparation, which was 
a complex undertaking for the bridegroom.  The groom would depart, returning 
to his father’s house to prepare the bridal chamber.  Sometimes this would 
require adding a room to the father’s house.  The bridal chamber had to be 
beautiful - one doesn’t honeymoon just anywhere, and it had to be stocked 
with provisions since the bride and groom were going to remain inside for seven 
days.  This construction project would usually take the better part of a year.  If 
it were up to the young man, he would just throw up some kind of modest 
structure and get the girl! 
 
The father of the groom, who had been through this previously and was more 
patient, would be the final judge on when the chamber was ready and when the 
young man would go to claim his bride.  During our “betrothal” or 
“engagement,” Christ is preparing a place to bring us, His bride. 
 
A man who had been dating a girl for several years took her to a Japanese 
restaurant.  After looking over the menu for several minutes, he asked her, 
“How would you like your rice - fried or boiled?” 
 



Without hesitation, she looked him straight in the eye and said, “Thrown!” 
 
I look forward to Jesus fulfilling His promise to return for His people so we can 
move into this place He has been preparing.  He is preparing a home and coming 
to get His bride, the church!  I cannot imagine the beauty of this place that the 
Lord has been working on these 2,000 years!  This anticipation helps me keep 
life’s struggles and hardships in the proper perspective. 
 
Is our faith being stretched right now?  Do we trust His promise to prepare a 
place for us? 
 
Jesus Prepares the Place 

Jesus Provides the Way (John 14:5-6) 
 

 
 
Hindsight is 20/20.  Thomas and the disciples were still not grasping Jesus’ 
references to His death and resurrection.  It wasn’t until after His resurrection 
that it finally sunk in.  He was blazing the trail for them. 
 
Most Canadians would try to interpret these words of Jesus as, “I am a way, a 
truth and a life.”  Even amongst Christians that claim to be born again, the 
teaching that Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven and God is becoming less 
popular.  It is politically incorrect to claim there is only one road to the hereafter.  
However, Jesus boldly asserts that He is the only way! 
 
The Apostle Paul writes of Jesus in Colossians 1:17-20: 

17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is 
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For 
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. NIV 

 
Do we realize what is at stake here?  At stake are the eternal destinies of men, 
women, boys and girls!  People need to know that Jesus alone provides the way.  
Do we know this?  Do we believe this enough to tell others about it? 
 
Jesus Prepares the Place 
Jesus Provides the Way 

Jesus Projects the Father (John 14:7-11) 
 



 
 
When it came down to the crunch, the disciples did not yet really know Christ.  
They followed Him, listened to Him, watched Him and asked Him questions for 
three years, but they still looked at Him through the wrong glasses.  I ask myself, 
“How much do I truly know Him?”  How flippantly we ask the question, “Do you 
know the Lord?”  How flippantly we answer, “Oh yeah, I know the Lord.” 
 
Paul became a follower of Christ in about A.D. 36 and wrote his letter to the 
Philippians in A.D. 61.  Even after knowing Jesus Christ for 25 years, the Apostle 
Paul still writes in Philippians 3:10, “I want to know Christ.”  Paul realized that 
the more he knew Christ, the more he knew he didn’t know.  Don’t settle for 
knowing about Jesus, but get to know Him well! 
 
Moses had asked God to show him His glory (Exodus 33:18).  The Lord knew, 
however, that Moses could not handle the complete revelation of His face.  God 
showed him a measure of his glory and goodness, but there was much more to 
discover throughout eternity. 
 
Philip dares to say something already on the minds of the other eleven, “Show us 
the Father!”  Instead of pulling out his wallet with a picture of His Father, Jesus 
simply replies, “My Father and I are one.  Do you want to know what the Father 
is saying?  Listen to my words.  Do you want to know what the Father is doing?  
Watch me.” 
 
Ravi Zacharias wrote in “Questions I Would Like to Ask God”: 

I have often referenced the quote by the [CNN] talk show host Larry King 
in his response to a particular question, “If you could select any one 
person across all of history to interview, who would it be?”  Mr. King 
answered that he would like to interview Jesus Christ.  The questioner 
followed with, “And what would you like to ask him?”  King replied, “I 
would like to ask him if he was indeed virgin-born.  The answer to that 
question would define history for me.” 

 
Ravi Zacharias then wrote that when he requested permission through a 
mutual friend to quote Larry King, King sent word saying, “And tell him I was 
not being facetious.” 
 
We have an opportunity to get to know the Son and Father.  As we hang on to 
every word that Jesus uttered in the Gospels, we can hear the Father speaking 
through the Son. 
 



Jesus makes some remarkable claims in John 14 and throughout the Gospels.  
People expose their ignorance of the Bible when they conclude, “All roads lead to 
heaven.  Jesus was a good man, a teacher and prophet on the same level as 
other religious leaders throughout history.”  This patronizing nonsense just 
belittles and downplays the words of Christ. 
 
Jesus Prepares the Place 
Jesus Provides the Way 
Jesus Projects the Father 

Jesus Propels His People (John 14:12-14) 
 

 
 
The funnel of faith narrows in these verses.  Many people believe that Jesus is 
God, but they stumble over the promise He makes that anyone who has faith in 
Him can do what He was doing – and more!  Jesus steps way over the line here!  
He asserts that not only has the Father been working through Him; the Father 
will work through all who believe in the Son.  Jesus did the works of the Father 
and sent us out to do the same!  Jesus calls us to walk in the same power that 
He demonstrated! 
 
We are to “pray in His name.”  A name is significant.  Someone asked a little girl, 
“What did mom need to know about dad before she married him?” 
 
The girl replied, “She had to know his background.  Like, is he a crook?  Does he 
get drunk on beer?  Does he make at least $800 a year?  Did he say NO to drugs 
and YES to chores?  She had to know his last name.” 
 
Jesus repeats the promise in the Gospels to act when we pray “in His name.”  
What does it mean to ask “in His name”?  Does it mean we can rub the bottle, 
and a genie will pop out to grant us any wish?  Some Christians interpret it this 
way, but you will reach a different conclusion when you think about it some 
more. 
 
The Apostle John elaborates on Christ’s promise of answered prayer in the 
Gospel of John.  1 John 5:14-15 provides a good balance: 

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 
us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him. NIV 

 
Praying “in the name of Jesus” means far more than ending our prayers with 
this phrase.  It means that our prayers will become more effective as we get to 



know Him.  It means we will recognize how and what to pray as we understand 
what He would want in any given situation.  Prayer is not so much getting God 
to do what we wish as letting Him have His way through our prayer.  Read the 
chapters before and after John 14 to better understand what Jesus means 
here. 
 
Do we want God to answer our prayers?  Do we want our lives to reflect Him 
more clearly?  Let’s give ourselves to knowing and obeying Him. 
 
I remember being homesick when I stayed at Darrell Jones’ place.  I was 11 
years old and had not been away from home very much.  I phoned my mom in 
tears from my friend’s place, and she came to get me late that night. 
 
Now that Mom and Dad have gone home, this planet feels less like home than 
ever.  The houses we lived in on our family farms were not our permanent homes 
because there is now no trace of them.  They were more like our temporary 
stopover on our way home.  They were more like a hotel or campground than our 
permanent home. 
 
A Chinese proverb advises, “To know the road ahead, ask those coming back.” 
Who better to ask than the eternal God? 
 

Jesus Prepares the Place 
Jesus Provides the Way 

Jesus Projects the Father 

Jesus Propels His People 
 
Jesus Christ provides everything we need for our journey. 

 

 


