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The Gospel Coalition Articles on Mormonism and Jehovah’s 

Witnesses  

How they understand the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 

why they are not considered Christian. 

9 Things You Should Know about Mormonism 

11 Things You Should Know about Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 

Again Here is the link for the Free download of R.C. Sproul’s Crucial Questions 

Collection in English and Espanol including What is the Trinity?  

What is the Trinity? and other Crucial Questions 

 

Ryrie’s Basic Theology – Eternal Generation 

Generation and procession occur within the divine Being and carry with them no thought 

of subordination of essence. Thus, viewed ontologically, it may be said of the Persons of 

the Trinity: (1) The Father begets the Son and is He from whom the Holy Spirit proceeds, 

though the Father is neither begotten nor does He proceed. (2) The Son is begotten and 

is He from whom the Holy Spirit proceeds, but He neither begets nor proceeds. (3) The 

Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son, but He neither begets nor is He 

the One from whom any proceed. 

I agree with Buswell that generation is not an exegetically based doctrine.6 The concept 
it tries to convey, however, is not unscriptural, and certainly the doctrine of sonship is 
scriptural. The phrase “eternal generation” is simply an attempt to describe the Father-
Son relationship in the Trinity and, by using the word “eternal,” protect it from any idea 
of inequality or temporality. But whether or not one chooses to use the idea of eternal 
generation, the personal and eternal and coequal relation of the Father and Son must be 
affirmed. Eternal generation should not be based on Psalm 2:7.1 
 

 

 
6 J. Oliver Buswell, A Systematic Theology of the Christian Religion (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962), 

I:105–12. 

1 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth (Chicago, IL: 
Moody Press, 1999), 62. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/9-things-you-should-know-about-mormonism/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/the-11-beliefs-you-should-know-about-jehovahs-witnesses-when-they-knock-at-the-door/
https://www.ligonier.org/posts/rc-sprouls-crucial-questions-ebooks-now-free
https://www.ligonier.org/posts/rc-sprouls-crucial-questions-ebooks-now-free
https://ref.ly/logosres/basictheol?ref=Page.p+62&off=198&ctx=+them+no+thought+of+~subordination+of+ess
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Development of the Nicene Creed and Nicene-

Constantinopolitan Creed (Excerpt from The Lexham Bible 

Dictionary) 

NICENE CREED A creed that was the result of the Council of Nicaea in AD 325. While early 
forms of the Apostles’ Creed may have predated it, this was the first creed to be officially 
recognized by an ecumenical council. It was later revised at the Council of Constantinople in 
381, and this revised version is sometimes referred to as the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, 
but more commonly is simply called the Nicene Creed. 

The Creed of 325 
The Arian controversy of the fourth century centered on the relationship between the Son and 
the Father, and the Nicene Creed was drawn up to clarify the Church’s opinion on the matter. 
Against the Arian teaching that the Son of God was a subordinate being to God the Father, the 
creed includes the Greek word homoousios (“of one substance with”) to describe the 
relationship. The text of the original Nicene Creed is as follows. Square brackets indicate 
portions that were later removed or rewritten by the Council of Constantinople (Schaff, “Nicene 
Creed,” 28–29): 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father [the only-begotten; 

that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God], Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made 
[both in heaven and on earth]; 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; 
He suffered, and the third day He rose again, ascended into heaven; from thence He shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 
And in the Holy Ghost. 
[But those who say: “There was a time when he was not”; and “He was not before he was 

made”; and “He was made out of nothing,” or “He is of another substance” or “essence,” or 
“The Son of God is created,” or “changeable,” or “alterable”—they are condemned by the holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.] 

The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed 
The Council of Constantinople in 381 made several changes to the Nicene Creed of 325, and this 
longer version is often simply called the Nicene Creed. At this point, all present were in 
agreement. But in later centuries, the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed became the subject of 
controversy between Eastern and Western churches when the Western church adopted the 
addition “and the son” (Latin filioque) to the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed’s phrase “who 
proceeds from the Father,” referring to the Holy Spirit. This remains a divisive issue between 
East and Western churches to the present day. The text of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed 
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is as follows. Italics indicate additions made to the creed of 325, and the Western addition of 
“and the son” is in brackets (Schaff, “Nicene Creed,” 28–29, lightly updated): 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before 
all worlds, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father; by whom all things were made; 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 
and suffered, and was buried, and the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; from thence he shall come 
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father [and the 
Son], who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. 

In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 
sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.2 
 

  

 
2 Elliot Ritzema, “Nicene Creed,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: 

Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Nicene+Creed&off=2425

