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Matthew 7: 28-29 The Astonishing Authority of Christ    June 12, 2022 FLCC Dr. John Auxier 

 

A. The Setting of the Sermon on the Mount:  

Matt. 5:1   Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

 

A crowd has gathered, but Jesus is talking to the insiders, his disciples.  

 

B. The structure of the Sermon on the Mount 

 

Character & calling of a disciple 5:1-16 

 

Matt. 5:3   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven… 

Matt. 5:14  “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

 

Jesus explains the heart of the Law: 5:17-7:12 

 

Matt. 5:17,20  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 

but to fulfill them…20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Discipleship requires Commitment 7:13-27 

 

Matt. 7:13  “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those 

who enter by it are many…21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” 

 

Question: 

How has God spoken to you during our exploration of the Sermon on the Mount this Spring? 

 

C. The Aftermath of the Sermon on the Mount  (Matt. 7:28-29) 

 

Matt. 7:28   And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was 

teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 

 

What was astonishing about Jesus’ teaching?  

 

1. He did not teach like the Scribes. 

 

Who were the Scribes? Teachers of the Law, which included copying the text carefully and explaining it in the 

synagogues. Often allied with Pharisees, & experts in biblical interpretation. 

 

HOW did the Scribes teach?—they quoted and compared various Rabbi’s opinions, e.g., 

Rabbi Simeon ben Eleazer says: “The School of Shammai say: One should not kill a bed bug on the Sabbath. But the 

School of Hillel permit [it].”  
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In today’s terms, this is like explaining a Bible passage by saying, “Well, Tim Kellar says this, and Scott McKnight 

says that, but D.A. Carson says something else...”  The scribes avoided drawing any conclusion, making it a matter 

of “Who’s your favorite Rabbi?” This resulted also in often undermining biblical teaching and substituting a 

human tradition.  

Matt. 15:1   Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your disciples break the 

tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” 3 He answered them, “And why do you 

break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and 

your mother,’ …5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is 

given to God,” 6 he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of 

God.  

 

Jesus approach to Scripture, in contrast, is really different in Matt. 5-7: 

• At times, he puts himself on par with Moses, deepening & elaborating on the Law. (5:21-22) 

• Over and over again he says, “You’ve heard it said…but, I say to you..” (5:27-28) 

He does not compare himself to other Rabbis, but speaks on his own authority. 

 

2. Jesus makes our personal response to Him a main feature in his teaching: 

 

7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven…24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. 

 

This is an unprecedented kind of authority—he implies both the authority to speak as he does,  

 

As a result his listeners were “astonished”. 

• How many of you have ever been astonished? What did you do as a result? 

Astonishment cuts both ways: It can move you to AWE & FAITH , or to CYNICISM: 

 

Matt. 13:53   And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 54 and coming to his 

hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get 

this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 57 …And 

they took offense at him…” 

 

Here’s another statement of Jesus which astonishes us: 

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through 

me. 

 

This goes against our post-modern zeitgeist. But, Jesus does not give use any wiggle room here. 

C.S. Lewis, in Mere Christianity put it this way: 
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 

either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. 

You must make your choice. Either this man was & is the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can 

shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him & kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet & call him Lord & God, but 

let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. 

 

Conclusion: The fruit of faithful astonishment is Worship, Surrender and Service 
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Matt. 28:16   Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And 

when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

 

I don’t have to be perfect/have all my questions answered to make that call, but Jesus calls me to decide. 


