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-Proclamation as more than words- 

Date:  June 19, 2022 (Pentecost 2) 
1.  Texts:  1 Kings 19:1-15a; Pss. 42-43; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39. 

2.  Subject:  evangelism. 

3.  Topic:  unknowing proclamation. 

4.  Aim:  encourage. 

5.  Proposition:  “When we proclaim Jesus as Saviour, we are always saying more than we know.” 

 

PROCLAIMING MORE THAN WE KNOW 

 

"’Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.’ So 

he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for 

him.”1  The Gerasene demoniac—that’s what the scholars name this man who had 

the legion of demons—proclaimed more than he knew. 

 

 Jesus said, “…declare how much God has done for you.”  Those instructions 

are clear enough.  The man, who was clothed and in his right mind, proclaimed 

throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.  With that, he proclaimed 

more than he knew. 

 

 You see, in telling others how much Jesus had done, he really was telling 

them how much God had done.  No one knew that at the time, not the apostles, 

not Mary, no one.  But the reality was, in telling others about what Jesus had done, 

the man was telling them about what God had done.   

 

 So, his proclamation, filled with gratitude, thanksgiving and faith, 

proclaimed more than he was conscious of.   

 

 Our proclamation can have the same effect.   

 

 Of course, our proclamation will have to be filled with gratitude, 

thanksgiving and faith.  Our proclamation will have to be as genuine as his.  This 

means that our proclamation will have to be based on a genuine and life-

transforming relationship with Jesus.  This is not always that straightforward. 

 

 
1 Luke 8:39. 
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 Many of you will never have lived outside of the faith.  Many of you have 

had the blessing of being raised in a faith-filled household and would have 

“caught” the faith early on in life.  It can be difficult to know if your faith is “life-

transforming” because you have only ever known a faithful life.   

 

 But think of it this way:  if your faith is changing how you think, act and 

speak, then it is already life-transforming.  If you’re seeking to live as Jesus would 

live if he were here, then your faith is genuine, active and real.  You don’t need a 

past “sinner’s” life to contrast with your current one to know that your faith is 

transformative.  Your faith is transformative because it is influencing and guiding 

who you are and what you do.   

 

 Those of us who are converts to Christianity have it much easier.  We know 

we have a life-transforming faith because we have “before and after” pictures.  

The danger for us is a complacency borne of our history.  That is, converts become 

so used to rehearsing that past transformation that we forget it is an on-going 

transformation.  We can develop a perverse kind of pride in having been outside 

the faith, that we forget that faith is always a developing relationship with God 

through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

 Our gratitude, thanksgiving and faith spring from our continuously-

developing relationship with Jesus.  Like the demoniac, we are thankful for what 

God has done.  Like St. Paul, we are thankful for what God is doing.  It is from 

this gratitude, thanksgiving and faith that our proclamation of Jesus arises.   

 

 As we proclaim Jesus and his actions in us, we proclaim Jesus as God.  This 

is extraordinarily more than we can imagine, as we began to realize last week on 

Trinity Sunday.   

 

 Most people don’t have much of a clue about Jesus.  They know he’s central 

to Christianity, but the majority of people—including a good number of people 

who would call themselves “Christians”—think of Jesus as a good man who 

taught stories to children.  Oh, he’s certainly a religious figure, but most people 

think of him like a rabbi or maybe a clergyman.  Perhaps you might think of Jesus 

as a prophet, but that just means that he could foretell the future, right?  Or, at 
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least, that’s what Jesus would have claimed to be able to do.  Most people don’t 

have much of a clue about Jesus as God incarnate. 

 

 We know now that it’s practically useless to try to explain the physics of 

God.  We can’t know how God can be the Father above and outside of time and 

space while he is also the Son inside human experience.  We can’t know how God 

can be eternally present to each person inside time and space through the Holy 

Spirit.  God’s divine physics are impossible for us to comprehend. 

 

 But, by faith through grace, we know that Jesus is God incarnate.  When we 

tell people about what Jesus has done and is doing for us, we proclaim him as 

God at work in and through us.   

 

 We just have to make that proclamation clear, so that others can begin to 

perceive Jesus as saving Lord. 

 

 First, let’s be clear about ourselves, about what Jesus is doing in and 

through us.  We actually have to be willing to be transformed by him, through 

the power of his Spirit.  This will require not just willingness, but prayer and 

study.  Jesus’ goal is to transform each of us according to his model and pattern.  

He intends that we should re-present him in our circumstances.  So, we have to 

allow him to work in us and we have to know what his image and goal are.  We 

have to know who Jesus was to the disciples back then, so that we might know 

whom we represent today.  And we have to be willing to be changed into Christ’s 

likeness.  That’s the first step in our proclamation. 

 

 Then, since we are being transformed by his Spirit according to his image, 

we have to develop an attitude of gratitude.  God himself is doing a miraculous 

thing in us and reshaping us in his own image.  Through the actions of Jesus, we 

are becoming more genuinely human and more authentically alive.  This truth 

calls forth our gratitude—the second step. 

 

 Lastly, we have to proclaim God’s process in us to others.  We have made 

ourselves so aware of God’s work, that we spontaneously say, “Guess what Jesus 

is doing in me now!”  We look for opportunities to brag about Jesus.  We choose 
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to see God’s hand at work in the world around us.  We share our journey towards 

eternity with others.  Our lives, words and actions proclaim Jesus as God 

incarnate at work in and through us.   

 

 What a privilege and honour this is!  Jesus has made us his ambassadors, 

who re-present him to the world and thereby demonstrate that he is God.  That’s 

what happened to the Gerasene demoniac.  And it is continuing to happen to and 

through us today.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 AMEN. 


