
Place Judgment Where It Needs To Be 
 
(Proverbs 4:23-27; Joshua 24:14-15) 
 
 

 
1. The passages read today will help ground us as we begin to talk 

about the place for judgment and discrimination in our lives. First, we 
should probably define our terms.  

 
2. In Matthew 7, the famous “judge not that you be not judged” passage 

uses a word for judgment that comes from a root meaning “to 
separate.” The word “critic” comes from that same root in another 
language, helping “separate” good ideas or movies from bad ones.  
 

3. Discrimination means that we look, examine, think, and make 
educated, informed decisions about matters, things, and events. It is 
not, in itself, a bad word. We must discriminate, but we should never 
do so on the basis of racism, hate, or bigotry.  
 

4. Joshua knows that the people are facing a new challenge: peace and 
prosperity (at least, in comparison to the last 50 years). They were 
going to have to make their own decisions now. Yes, there would be 
elders of the community, wise women, judges, and priests but only 
the inner heart can make the kind of decisions that please God.  
 

5. We CAN and DO legislate morality, but God is not calling us to make 
laws for others. Nor, as we saw last week, does He merely want us to 
follow a “do this, don’t do that” list. Rather, He wants us to live in love 
with God and God’s love at the center of all things. Joshua knew that 
no law he made could cover all things nor could law change our 
hearts (as Paul described so well). We would need to judge… 
 

6. …for ourselves. He did not tell us to judge others or to judge for them. 
At the end of the blood filled Book of Judges, a single verse explains 
a lot: in those days Israel had no king and every did as they saw fit. 
Or, as the KJV put it, did what was right in their own eyes.  
 

7. How do we figure out how to judge for ourselves without ending up in 
the chaos of the Book of Judges? Or the chaos of today when people 



talk about “your truth” versus “their truth” and are openly dismissive of 
the idea of A truth that might supercede their desires and judgment?  
 

8. Whew. It’s hard. Very hard. But that’s what you get when you live in a 
world full of people who’ve eaten from the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil.  
 

9. One thought we need to keep in mind is that people are allowed to be 
evil. They are allowed to be wrong. They are allowed to be different 
from us even when that might cause us difficulty. Acts 4:18-20. Peter 
and John before the Sanhedrin knew that this could end very poorly 
for them but they did not condemn the court; they said “judge for 
yourselves” and then let them know that they had made their 
decision.  
 

10. THEY made THEIR decision without attacking the court that 
was harming them and intended to harm them even more. Wow.  
 

11. An old piece of folk wisdom that has worked its way into TV 
shows and plays goes something like this: worry isn’t helpful. If the 
thing you worried about happens, all of your worry didn’t stop it. And if 
it doesn’t happen, you wasted all that time and emotional energy for 
nothing.  
 

12. We worry about the decisions of others when we have less 
control over those decisions than we do over a hurricane churning its 
way across the Atlantic. That takes me back to the Proverbs passage 
read earlier. “Make level paths for your feet” can be translated “don’t 
make this harder than it has to be.” Human beings are experts in 
making things harder than they need to be.  
 

13. Jesus tried to keep us from that path. When a man came to him 
and asked him to settle an inheritance issue with his brother, Jesus 
replied “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 
(Luke 12:14) Jesus didn’t come here to give us a list of how to solve 
problems. Rather, he came to show us a way to live.  
 

14. When they came to him to settle issues of divorce and 
remarriage, he didn’t give them the answer they wanted. He didn’t 
pick a side. When challenged about how to handle adultery, he 



merely spoke to them about the fact that all have sinned. He didn’t 
settle the problem they presented; he solved the problem they didn’t 
realize they had – hard hearts and selective judgment.  
 

15. Again and again, people came up to Jesus and wanted him to 
settle questions or give definitive answers and he refused to do so 
(“is it now that we ride into Jerusalem?”). He kept moving the focus 
back on love and our common struggles.  
 

16. In that famous “judge not that you be not judged” passage in 
Matthew 7, Jesus goes on to say this: Matthew 7:3-5. It astounds me 
that people ignore this, explain it away, or miss the fact that one can 
never be done removing the log from their own eye. THAT is your life 
work: live in love and work on yourself. You will never get to the point 
where you don’t need any more work on your own soul so you are 
now free to work on the souls of others.  
 

17. Learn the beautiful art of the shrug. Learn how freeing it is not 
to be in control. Learn how to assume the best when possible, 
adopting an intentional naivete. Pay attention to the rising blood 
pressure, the self righteous puffery of one’s lungs, the narrowing of 
our eyes or rolling the eye as an act of judgment.  
 

18. In Acts 15, when the church was in crisis over how to deal with 
the Gentiles and how Jewish they needed to be, the apostles and 
elders of the church prayed and said it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to them not to make this harder than it had to be.  
 

19. In your mind, soul, and life you will always need to make a 
judgment, do some separating here, some gathering there. But…we 
do it in love. We do it like Jesus did it – looking for a way, not to give 
an answer, but a way out of always demanding answers.  
 

20. Final experiment: First Corinthians 13:4-7. Now, is Paul calling 
us to a life where we ask ourselves (or others!) if we’ve been rude, or 
delighted in evil, etc? No…he is calling us to a life of love. Striving to 
obey a thousand commands will never be as effective as deciding to 
live a life in the love of God and share that love with anyone placed in 
your path.  


