
Sermon Notes
Text: Philippians 1:27-30

Intro:

v. 27

The way Christians conduct yourselves in their city says
something about what they believe about this Jesus.

Good conduct when things are going well says very little about the
power and validity of your beliefs.

What is conduct worthy of the gospel of Christ? Suffering Well

v. 29

Jesus showed us in his own suffering that sacrificial love is the greatest 
power in the universe. 

Acts 5:41

Citizenship

v. 27 “…live as citizens of heaven…” (NLT)

Philippians 3:20

Act is such a way that you represent where you’re from. 

Persecution:

John 15:20

1 Timothy 3:12

Conclusion: 
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Connect Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Were have you lived other than Abbotsford/the Fraser Valley? How 
are those other places similar or different to the place you live now? 
Are there different customs? Is there a different culture? Do you still 
hold on to some customs and culture from there? Why or why not?

Discussion:

1. Read Philippians 1:27-30. Paul says that we should conduct 
ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel no matter what happens. 
Are there certain circumstances when this is easier or harder? Why 
or why not? What is “conduct worthy of the gospel of Christ”?

2. Sometimes Christians get criticized for being too “moralistic” or 
“legalistic.” What do those words mean? Is Paul advocating moralism 
or legalism in his encouragement in v. 27? Why or why not? Why 
should Christians have good conduct?  

3. Read John 15:20 & 2 Timothy 3:12. What is persecution? Why do 
Jesus and Paul seem to promise us that we’ll experience it? Have 
you experienced it? What was it like? How did you respond? How is 
persecution the same or different in our context compared to the 
context of Paul’s letter to the Philippians?

Practice: 

Consider your own contexts: Your home, your workplace, your school, 
your softball team, etc. Be honest with yourself; are you conducting 
yourself in each context in a manner worthy of the gospel? If not, what’s 
stopping you? Fear? Insecurity? Shame? What needs to change? How 
will you do that this week?

Pray:

We all need the support of our Christian community (“…striving together 
as one for the faith…”), and the help of the Holy Spirit (“…stand firm in 
the Spirit…”)

Ask the members of your Connect Group to pray for you for boldness to 
be a witness of the gospel in your context, and ask the Holy Spirit for his 
help. 
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