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-Trinity Sunday:  the feast of human humility- 

Date:  June 12, 2022 (Trinity Sunday) 

1.  Texts:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Ps 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  humility as a requirement. 

4.  Aim:  guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “We cannot demand to know or understand.  We may only receive.” 
 

FROM GOD’S GREAT HAND 

 

 There is a YouTube channel called “Lutheran Satire” that pokes fun at 

modern spirituality and misconceptions in the Christian Church but does so from 

an extremely orthodox Christian perspective.  It’s quite fun. 

 

 Especially fun is the four-minute episode that features St. Patrick of Ireland 

trying to explain the Trinity of God to two, aggressively intelligent peasants 

named Donall and Conall.  Finally, in frustration at the rejection of every 

metaphor St. Patrick tries, Patrick shouts, 

The Trinity is a mystery that cannot be comprehended by human 

reason but is understood only through faith and is best confessed 

in the words of the Athanasian Creed which states that we 

worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 

confusing the persons nor dividing the substance, that we are 

compelled by the Christian truth to confess that each distinct 

person is God and Lord and that the deity of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and co-equal in majesty. 

Donall and Conall reply, “Well, why didn’t you just say that in the beginning?”  

It’s actually quite good and very instructive.  It’s worth searching YouTube to 

find “Lutheran Satire”.   

 

 As we celebrate Trinity Sunday, the lesson behind this satire should strike 

us firmly.  You see, for centuries well-meaning clergy have tried to explain the 

Trinity on Trinity Sunday.  And every single attempt since the year 33 has been a 

failure.  All explanations of the Trinity fall short of the reality of God.  The reality 

of God cannot be understood or comprehended.  It can only be received as 

revelation.   
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 God is the Eternal One who existed prior to creation and from whom all 

creation springs.  God is the One who sacrificed the intimacy of the Trinity so that 

Jesus the Christ might be born into our time and space.  God is the One whose 

self-sacrifice enables all humanity to experience salvation both inside time and 

beyond it.   

 

 How dare any Christian demand explanations from or about such a God!  

He can only be received as a revelation.  God can only be perceived by faith.  No 

one can explain him away or wrap him up in a box of our understanding.  God 

reveals himself to all who will accept that revelation by an act of faith.   

 

 Trinity Sunday is not a celebration of human comprehension or a triumph 

of theological formulation.  Trinity Sunday is the chief feast of the humility of the 

Christian disciple.  Humility is central to our faith.   

 

 How is it that God loves us and forgives us, just as we are, prior to any 

change in our characters?  We all know the depth and reality of our sins.  We 

know how petty and unforgiving we are.  We recognize our jealousies and 

prejudices.  We see our racist and sexist attitudes.  And we are just as certain that 

we cannot ever do enough to earn God’s forgiveness.  Yet, he loves us anyway.  

He forgives us nonetheless.  This, too, is a mystery that we can only receive in 

humility.   

 

 How is it that Jesus can be both God and human all at once?  How can the 

eternal creator be bound by time and space, inside human experience?  For a 

period of about 33 years God plunged himself into our existence, while remaining 

God beyond time and space.  No one can understand the human physics of such 

a union, but it was there nonetheless.  In humility we have to accept the limits of 

our ability to comprehend God’s reality.   

 

 Now, I have no problem in accepting that God can know and understand 

me in all my complexities.  I can easily accept that God knows everything about 

my past and my future.  But I cannot conceive of an intellect that can know all 

this about every person throughout time.  I can only accept it by faith that God 

reveals himself as all-knowing and all-loving.   
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 You see?  To be a Christian requires humility.  We have to be humble 

enough to accept that we cannot comprehend the reality of God by reason alone.  

We have to have the humility to recognize the limits of our intellect.  In humility 

we can only receive what God wants to reveal to us.  Such humility is expressed 

in our faith.  No one can be an arrogant Christian, claiming to understand God’s 

nature or to comprehend God’s will.  Christian faith requires humility.   

 

 For centuries the Christian Church has considered humility a virtue, a 

quality of life to be desired and sought after.  Nowadays, society is all about 

taking pride in oneself and humility is not a quality well understood.   

 

 Of course, we’re not talking about being humiliated.  That’s never to be 

desired or accepted.  Humility is part of honesty and genuine self-awareness.  The 

humble person easily admits that they are not self-sufficient, that they are in need 

of others.  The humble person intimately knows that they do not possess all the 

gifts, abilities or knowledge that they require.  The humble person recognizes the 

interdependency of humankind. 

 

 The Christian disciple extends this honest self-appraisal to her relationship 

with God.  The disciple recognizes her need of God and the gaps in character 

which God’s Holy Spirit can fill.  Remember this one? 

I need thee every hour, 

Most gracious Lord; 

No tender voice like thine 

Can peace afford. 

I need thee, O I need thee, 

Ev’ry hour I need thee; 

O bless me now, my Saviour, 

I come to thee. 

Humble faith and faithful humility—such are the qualities of the disciple of 

Christ. 

 

 This should come to us as “good news”, right?  As a disciple, you admit 

that you can only perceive God as he reveals himself.  You receive the forgiveness 

Old Blue 792 



Page 4 of 4 

-Trinity Sunday:  the feast of human humility- 

of sins.  Salvation is God’s gift to you, which you can only receive by faith.  This 

is all good news, because it means that you don’t have to try to earn any of it.  You 

don’t have to work harder and harder to receive God’s love.  Humility means that 

you recognize your need and allow God to respond. 

 

 Trinity Sunday is the feast of Christian humility.  We cannot comprehend 

the nature of God on our own and should not try.  We cannot understand the 

physics of the Three-in-One and One-in-Three—its reality can only be revealed to 

us.  Our salvation is not the result of our hard work—it is the gift of God’s Son 

offered in sacrifice.  This is what we celebrate today. 

 

 And here’s how you’re going to celebrate it. 

 

 For today at least, stop fretting about the future of your congregation and 

stop working so hard to keep the doors open.  Today at least, admit that you can’t 

save the Church.  God has already done that and it is up to others to hear the call 

he is delivering to them.   

 

 On this Trinity Sunday, don’t worry about understanding how God exists 

as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Simply receive the revelation that he is thus.  It is 

a great mystery and it is only by faith that we can perceive this reality.  Be humble 

and don’t even try to figure it out.   

 

 The message of Trinity Sunday is to relax.  We are ok with not knowing it 

all or figuring it all out, because in all truth and humility, we can’t know it all or 

figure it all out.  We can’t save anyone, not even ourselves.  We can only be saved 

by God.  God is Trinity, but we cannot really understand that.  We can only 

receive it by faith.  So, we relax our search for understanding and just receive God 

as he chooses to reveal himself.   

 

 Christian humility is good news, especially for us who work for God in the 

world.  That’s the message of this Trinity Sunday. 

 

 AMEN.   


