
 

 

 

                        

   JUNE 12th , 2022 

         Pride Sunday 
Find this service at www.graceunitedthornbury.ca/live 

Leading us today in Worship: 
Minister: Rev. Christine Smaller 
Music Director: Dr. Christopher Burton  
Scripture Reader: Mary Lou Gignac  
 

 

~ Leader: regular font ~ All: bold font ~ Sung words: bold italics 

Asterisk * Indicates when the congregation may stand if 

able. 

              We Gather to Worship God 

PRELUDE:   Little Prelude in D Major  J.S. Bach  

 

WELCOME: 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY: 

We acknowledge with respect, the history, spirituality, and 

culture of the Anishinaabek, Six Nations of the Grand 

River, Haudenosaunee, and Wendat-Wyandot-

Wyandotte peoples on whose traditional territories we 

gather and whose ancestors signed Treaties with our 

ancestors. We recognize also, the Metis and Inuit whose 

ancestors shared this land and these waters. May we all, 

as Treaty People, live with respect on this land, and live in 

peace and friendship with all its diverse peoples. 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

One: Creating God—God beyond Gender, 

http://www.graceunitedthornbury.ca/live
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All:  who makes no mistakes, 

 who surprises us always, 

 who molded the first person both male and female, 

who molded the first non-gendered human  

 who loves all creation. 

One:  Help us love the diversity of your creation. 

All:  Help us accept all varieties of gender in ourselves 

and in others. 

One:  Help us celebrate those who are different from us 

All:  That we may learn to love each other as you love 

us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, both human 

and divine.  

 

* OPENING HYMN: MV 138 My Love Colours Outside the 

Lines  

1. My love colours outside the lines,  

exploring paths that few could ever find;  

and takes me into places where I’ve never been before,  

and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

2. My Lord colours outside the lines,  

turns wounds to blessings, water into wine;  

and takes me into places where I’ve never been before,  

and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 

We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,  

body and soul need a soaking from time to time.  

And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not 

prepared to die,  

and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 

3. My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 

tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;  

I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never 

been before,  

throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 

We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,  
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body and soul need a soaking from time to time.  

And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not 

prepared to die,  

and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 

4. My soul longs to colour outside the lines, 

tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;  

I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never 

been before,  

throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH: 

Creating God—God of Mercy, 

As we have acknowledged the diversity in this amazing 

world, created in atoms and molecules but with an 

underlying spirit of mystery, we must also admit that, at 

times, we have forgotten of the wonders of that diversity.  

We have longed for things to be familiar and as they have 

always been.  

We know that the great religious traditions have caused 

harm in the past and continue to cause harm and pain to 

those who express their being in ways different than the 

majority.  

  

We know, too, that we individually, both intentionally and 

unintentionally, have rejected and shunned those who are 

not like us.  For this we are truly sorry and ask your 

patience as we learn and strive for ways to be more 

inclusive and celebrate all in this wondrous world. 

Amen.  
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
The scripture chosen for this morning is from Acts 15 in The 

New Testament. This reading is a call to “embrace those 
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who are marginalized.” In other words, “to be radically 

inclusive.” 

In the chapters just prior to the 15th chapter, Peter, a 

devout Jewish person, has a vision of a large sheet 

coming down from heaven containing all sorts of animals, 

many of them considered unclean and therefore not to 

be eaten according to Jewish law. But Peter hears God 

say very clearly, “Go to it, Peter; kill and eat.” When Peter 

objects that he cannot eat meat that is not kosher, God 

says, “If God says it is OK, it is OK!” This happens three 

times. With the help of others, Peter discerns that God was 

saying that the Jewish God was for everybody including 

the Gentiles—non-Jewish people who were, by law, 

considered unclean. With this background, we come to 

Acts 15 where, in a church in Antioch, Peter and Barnabas 

are reporting on their visits with the non-Jewish people. 

 

Acts 15:5-13  NRSV 

Some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees 

stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be 

circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.” 

 

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this 

matter. After there had been much debate, Peter stood 

up and said to them, “My siblings, you know that in the 

early days God made a choice among you, that I should 

be the one through whom the gentiles would hear the 

message of the good news and become believers. And 

God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by 

giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us, and in 

cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction 

between them and us. Now, therefore, why are you 

putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the 

disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have 

been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we 
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will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 

they will.” 

The whole assembly kept silence and listened to Barnabas 

and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that 

God had done through them among the gentiles. 

 

Listen for Peter’s words as we might imagine them in our 

theme today:  

 

"Friends, you well know that, from early on, God made it 

quite plain that God wanted members of the LGBTQ 

community to hear the message of this good news and 

embrace it—not in any secondhand or roundabout way, 

but firsthand, straight from my mouth. And God, who can't 

be fooled by any pretense on our part but always knows 

a person's thoughts, gave them the Holy Spirit exactly as 

God gave the Spirit to us. God treated the outsiders 

exactly as God treated us.” 

 

We are grateful for the wisdom revealed in these words of 

scripture, in each other and in ourselves. Amen. 

   

ANTHEM:  “A Jubilant Song”    Mary Lynn Lightfoot  

 

AFFIRMING COMMITTEE PRESENTATION: 
Caroline Abbotts, Mike Weller, Heike Reck, Mary Poulin, 

Mary Lou Gignac 

 

* HYMN:  VU 371 Open My Eyes, That I May See 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see  

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

place in my hands the wonderful key  

that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
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2. Open my ears, that I may hear  

voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,  

everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear  

gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

open my heart and let me prepare  

love with thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:   

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  

As a child turns to a loving caregiver who watches over 

them, we turn in prayer to you O God, who are our 

heavenly parent, our mother,  

Our Father, who art in Heaven… 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

The Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 
We share the peace of Christ by typing in the chat box.  

You may also think of one person with whom you would like to 
share the peace of Christ.  

  

MUSIC for PASSING the PEACE:  

Improvisation on a Hymn      C. Burton 
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERING:  
Donate online:   www.graceunitedthornbury.ca,  select “Give” 

or contact the office by email: graceucworship@gmail.com   

phone: 519-599-2438 to arrange a cheque pick-up, or an e-transfer 

Mail: Grace UC, 140 Bruce St. S. PO Box 219, Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0 

Care, Prayer, Share 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Join us by Zoom following this service for: 

Coffee Hour 

The link was sent out by e-blast. 

We Go Out to Share the Good News 
* HYMN:   VU 586 We Shall Go Out with Hope of 

Resurrection  

1. We shall go out with hope of resurrection;  

we shall go out, from strength to strength go on;  

we shall go out and tell our stories boldly;  

tales of a love that will not let us go. 

We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted;  

we’ll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed;  

we’ll weave a cloth of all the world united  

within the vision of new life in Christ. 

 

2. We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken;  

we’ll find the words for those whose lips are sealed;  

we’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer;  

expressive love alive in every heart. 

We’ll share our joy with those who still are weeping,  

raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief,  

we’ll leap and dance the resurrection story,  

including all in circles of our love. 

 

* COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION: 

 

* SUNG BLESSING:  Go Now in Peace 

http://www.graceunitedthornbury.ca/
mailto:graceucworship@gmail.com
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Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true, 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there, * within, around, above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 

(alternate words: watching from above) 

 

POSTLUDE: Waltz in A flat Major   F. Chopin 

 

RESOURCES USED 
LITURGY SOURCES: The following are used with permission: 
Call to Worship:  Rev. Cindy Bourgeois, “Stories from the Heart” Worship Service, United 

Church of Canada 

Welcome, Prayer of Approach, Words about Scripture:  “Stories from the Heart” Worship 

Service, United Church of Canada 

Script for Presentation: The content of this script is licensed under the Creative 

Commons Attribution Non-commercial No Derivatives (by-nc-nd) Licence. To view 

a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/ca.  

Any copy must include the copyright notice and the Creative Commons licence. 

HYMNS and SUNG VERSES 

-”My Love Colours Outside the Lines.” Words and music: Gordon Light, 1995; arr. 

Andrew Donaldson. Words and music copyright © 1995 Common Cup Company. Used 

by permission.. Arrangement copyright © Andrew Donaldson. Used by permission. 

One License#608577 

- “Open My Eyes, That I May See.” Words: Clara H. Scott 1895. Music: Clara H. Scott 

1895. Public Domain 

-We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection.” Words: June Boyce-Tillman 1993 Music: 

Traditional Irish melody; arr. John Barnard, 1982. Words copyright © 1993 Stainer & Bell 

Ltd.. Used by permission of Hope Publishing Company. 

-“Go Now in Peace:” Words by Don Besig and Nancy Price. Copyright © 1988 Harold 

Flammere. Music: Inc. Alternate words used with permission. One License #608577 

 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: 

Scripture Passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible, copyright © 

1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

 

 Prelude:   Little Prelude in D Major   J.S. Bach 
 Anthem:  “A Jubilant Song.”   Mary Lynn Lightfoot,.Copyright © 1993 The Sacred Music 

Press, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.. One License #608577 

Music for Passing the Peace:  Improvisation on a Hymn      C. Burton 

Postlude: Waltz in A flat Major  F. Chopin 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/ca

