
Matthew 22:34–40 (NIV) 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,  
the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert 
in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest  
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 

John 13:34–35 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
35 By this everyone will know that you are my  
disciples, if you love one another.” 
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Introduction 
 
 
 
 
Jesus on love . . . 
 
 

  Loving God and other is God’s highest priority for us and expectation of us. 
 
  4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not  
  dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  
  6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts,  
  always hopes, always perseveres.  1 Corinthians 13:4–7 
 
 
 

 Love fulfills the law. 
 
  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.  Matthew 22:40 
 
 
  14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
                Galatians 5:14 
 



  34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one  
  another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
                John 13:34–35 
 
 
 

 We have a special responsibility to love each other. 
 
  9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do  

  not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to  

  those who belong to the family of believers.  Galatians 6:9–10 

 

 

 

 Love is to be our defining characteristic. 

 

  35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  John 13:35 

 

 

 Jesus shows us what love is. 

 

  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  John 13:34 

 

 

  10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s  

  commands and remain in his love.  John 15:10 

 

 

  14 You are my friends if you do what I command.  John 15:14 

 

 

  12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than  

  this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  John 15:12–13 
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