
Sermon – Pentecost – June 5, 2022 

 

The Rev. Canon Lorne Mitchell 

 

May our reflections on Scripture this day inspire us to be strong followers of Jesus in 

both word and action. Amen. 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,  

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit    Acts 2:1-4 

 

34 years ago, on the Day of Pentecost, 1988, I was ordained a deacon by Bishop Allan 

Read in Kingston. The next year, I was ordained a priest and served in a parish with three 

little country churches. As a 26 year old young feller, I was tooting from church to church 

doing 3 worship services each Sunday morning. 

 

After 5 years of parish work I felt I wanted to get a bit more training in pastoral 

counselling. So we moved to Kitchener where I did my Doctoral training in Counselling. 

While I did counselling in KW, I was also Associate priest at the downtown Anglican 

Church in Kitchener from 1996 to 2003.  

 

In the summer of 2003, I was a bit surprised, but delighted, when Bishop Bruce Howe 

said that he was putting my name forward to the selection committee at St. James Church 

Stratford. He said before long I would be getting a call from the chair of the selection 

committee to set up an interview.  

 

This, of course, is precisely the place where Peter Mussen and the selection committee 

are at right now. They are expecting the bishop to give them names of candidates soon. 

On this Day of Pentecost please pray for Holy Spirit to blow among the Selection 

committee, the candidates and the bishop at this time.  

 

My time with you here at St. James has been a time of considerable change. No one 

really planned it that way but I believe the Holy Spirit was calling upon us - not just here 

- but across the diocese, to start moving in new directions. If you were to ask Bishop 

Todd what these new directions have been, without hesitation he would say that it has 

been about moving from a maintenance model to a mission model. He and all the bishops 

over the past 20 years have been encouraging us to make our worship, our ministry and 

our buildings more suited to reach out and serve the community we live in. 

 

I want to thank the people of St. James for taking this challenge seriously. This is not an 

easy task for any Anglican church. It’s not an easy task because we are a church steeped 

in history and tradition. Discerning how to do new things while at the same time 

respecting our history takes work. Discerning how to serve the needs of the wider 

community while at the same time respecting the gifts of our tradition takes hard work.  



 

Thank you so much for having the courage to engage in this hard work. And thank you 

for carefully and prayerfully moving forward. I truly believe that the Holy Spirit has been 

calling us forward to engage the community in new ways. Before the Pandemic hit, I 

know that many leaders in this town saw St. James as a powerful positive force for 

supporting and inspiring the Stratford community. That’s not something that happens by 

accident. That’s the result of prayerful people discerning the call of the Spirit and putting 

their faith in action. 

 

There’s no doubt about it, the Pandemic has been very hard on everyone. It’s one thing to 

have to move out of the church for 3 or for months for renovations… But it’s an entirely 

different thing to have to shut down worship and ministry, alter it, re-jig it, adapt it, re-

start it, shut it down again, and re-think it over and over again for two years. There’s just 

no getting around it - it’s been exhausting.  

 

But as things slowly but surely start to come back on line, you are going to see the 

amazing resiliency of the worship and ministry here at St. James. Today we are having 

our first coffee hour after church in over two years. It might seem like a small thing - but 

it isn’t. These little conversations that we have with each other over cookies and coffee 

remind us of how much we have in common… they remind us of all the different gifts 

that we all have… they remind us of hathe possibilities that lie ahead as we walk 

together… they remind us as we see one another face to face that we are all one faith 

family… This - more than anything - is what we have been sorely missing during the 

pandemic. 

 

Fortunately, there are real signs of hope all around. Not only are we able to have coffee 

hour, but we can sing more than 2 verses of a hymn! More good news - the Parish 

Kitchen in the Lower Hall is now open again. After being closed for two years, we are 

able to cook again. This is not a small thing. St. James is a church family that loves to 

prepare food! Before long you will be having Outreach Lunches. You will have ACW 

Lunches. You will have funeral Lunches, Baked Bean fundraisers, Men’s Breakfasts, 

Mistletoe Market Teas and even a Ham supper if you want to.  

 

Events around food are critical to a thriving Christian parish. It’s not a coincidence that 

there are so many stories of Jesus eating with both his disciples and strangers. It breaks 

down our differences and builds relationships. When you’re at a St. James Meal Event 

you really can feel the Holy Spirit moving around the tables like a gentle breeze. 

 

So this is all good news. It’s true, the pandemic has taken it’s toll, and it’s very easy for 

people to be uncertain and afraid.  

 

But in our Gospel today, Jesus says to his disciples, 

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you… Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 

do not let them be afraid.  John 14:26-27 

 



 

 

I want to say the same thing to you… Do not let your hearts be afraid.  

 

In the midst of changes there are wonderful new possibilities on the horizon. There is 

now lot’s of space for the Holy Spirit to move and create new opportunities. As you start 

to gather again, you will feel the Holy Spirit moving in your midst. You will start to 

rebuild relationships and build confidence about the future. Personally, I am excited to 

see the next stage of your ministry here at St. James unfold! 

 

In my time with you as your Rector, my message has been to stick to the basics of what 

Jesus has taught us. As he said, the two great commandments are to  

Love God  

with all your heart 

with all your soul 

with all your mind 

and with all your strength. 

 

The second is to love one another as yourself. 

 

Do this honestly and prayerfully and you will be walking with Jesus.  

Take this love and put it in action for the sake of others…  and then… 

 

Then… you will continue to usher in the Kingdom of God in our time and place. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


