
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Chapter 8 

Lesson 15 

 

Chapter 8 picks up where chapter 6 ends, with the opening of the 7
th

 seal 

Remember, the Great Tribulation focuses on the opening of 7 seals, the sounding of 7  

trumpets, and the pouring out of 7 bowls of wrath 

 

1) The 7
th

 Seal 

a) v. 1 tells us that when the 7
th

 seal is opened something unusual happens . . . 

1) “When He opened the seventh seal, there was _______________________ in heaven 

for  about half an hour.” 

2) David Jeremiah says, “Before the next series of plagues is described, there is a 

dramatic pause.  The conductors baton is raised and the orchestra is waiting for his 

signal to begin the overture.” 

3) When the 7
th

 seal is opened, 7 angels appear with “7 

____________________________” 

b) v. 3 tells us that an 8
th

 angel appears, “having a golden ___________________, came and 

stood at the altar.” 

c) v. 5, notice now what this 8
th

 angel does with his censer 

1) “Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and 

________________ it to the earth” 

2) The result was, “noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.” 

3) When this angel takes the censer of fire and throws it to the earth, then the silence is 

broken! 

As we begin to examine these trumpets, I want you to know that I will be looking at them 

literally, not symbolically 

 

2) The First Trumpet  

a) v. 7, “And _________________ and __________________ followed, mingled with 

blood, and they were thrown to the earth.  And a third of the trees were burned up, and all 

green grass was burned up” 

b) Some scholars wonder if the hail will be red, like blood, or if this is a statement telling us 

that the hail will be so large, and hard, that men and women will be killed by it, and there 

blood will “mingle” with the hail causing it to turn red. 

c) “Where” does the fire come from? 

d) Is the hail on fire as it falls . . . some think so 

e) I believe that there will be so much lightning in this storm that fires will be started on a 

scale never imagined 

f) Some scholars try to explain this event away, and read into these events symbols of 

divine discipline, and not a literal event. 

g) We find a parallel to this event in Exodus 9:18-26 (turn and read) 

h) Remember, God has indeed poured out wrath in this fashion before, and He has promised 

He will do so again! 

3) The Second Trumpet 



a) v. 8, “And something like a great ____________________________ burning with fire 

was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.” 

b) Walvoord says, “Though all questions cannot be answered, the unmistakable implication 

of these judgments is that God is dealing in righteous wrath with the wicked earth.”  

4) The Third Trumpet 

a) v. 10, “And a great  ___________________ fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it 

fell on a third of the rivers, and on the springs of water.” 

b) Again, some wrangle over the “identity” of this star for v. 11 says it is given the name 

______________________________ 

c) If we look back to Exodus 15:23-25 we see that God has plagued the earth in a similar 

fashion before. (TURN and READ) 

d) Walvoord says, “Such also is the contrast between Christ on the cross atoning for sin and 

making that which is bitter sweet and Christ coming in judgement which turns the vain 

hopes and ambitions of men into bitterness and despair.” 

5) The Fourth Trumpet 

a) v. 12, “And a third of the ___________ was struck, and a third of the _______________, 

and a third of the ________________, so that a third of them were darkened.  A third of 

the day did not shine, and likewise the night.” 

b) Notice how v. 13 concludes this chapter, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, 

because of the remaining blasts of the trumpets of the three angels who are about to 

sound.” 

c) With all that has already taken place, this angel is in essence saying, “Watch out, the 

worst is yet to come!” 

d) Walvoord says, “Though it is difficult in this day of grace to imagine such catastrophic 

judgments, the Word of God is plain, and men are called everywhere to avail themselves 

of grace before it is too late. 

e) To which I say, “Amen!” 


