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Intro 
[Title Slide] 

Once again we turn to Matthew chapter six for the next line of Jesus’ teaching-prayer in verse 10: 

“Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Some sobering words. 

I want to take a moment for a little pastoral care before jumping into today’s message. As most of you 

know, we are in the middle of a teaching series on the Lord’s Prayer entitled “The Prayer that 

Embraces the World.” This is meant to be a series that reminds us of the universal nature of the prayer 

and inspires us to pray the way Jesus taught us to pray. 

However, there is a more significant matter that, I think, needs to be regularly addressed when it 

comes to any teaching on prayer. After decades of pastoral ministry, I know of only a few other areas 

of the Christian life that cause more angst in the follower of Jesus than prayer. If I was a betting man – 

and I’m not – but if I were, I would bet that every one of us wishes our prayer lives were better than 

they are; that we were better prayers (if I can put it that way). For some of us here, it might be even 

more than that. In part, that is the reason for this teaching series: to help us develop our prayer life. 

But there might be something more to it than just how or what we pray. 

To illustrate this I want to tell you a bit about my family. I realize that it might be hard to believe and 

some of you might be seriously wondering, but I am married and have a family. If you are not aware, 

when I started this position in December my wife and I thought it best to allow my youngest daughter 

Olivia to finish your final year in public school before completely moving to Victoria. That means that 

my wife Michele stayed with Olivia to support her final months in grade 12. So I have a wife named 

Michele, who is a real person. (I feel like I need to say that out loud sometimes for my benefit too). 

There are many significant by-products of my marriage to Michele, but three of the greatest are our 

daughters Cassidy, Madison, and Olivia. Sorry about the quality of the picture but here we all are, 

including my son-in-law Levi who married Cassidy in 2020 – they are a Covid couple (pic1). This one is 

Cassidy (pic2).  

A number of years ago, when Cassidy looked more like this (pic3), (about 10 or 11) she and I had a 

fascinating conversation about prayer. We were together in her room, and she was going through a 

crisis of some kind – there’s been so many over the years I can’t remember the specific details of this 

one. However, I do remember this – in fact, I don’t think I’ll ever forget this – at one point, I suggested 

that we stop talking for a minute and pray about it. Those of Christ-following parents will know, this is 

a pretty common move, right. Nothing strange so far. We had done this plenty of times before. 
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It was her response that got me. Cassidy turned to me and said, “No, I don’t want to pray. I’ve tried 

that, and it doesn’t work.” 

I’ve tried that, and it doesn’t work. 

This is what I mean. This is the underlying issue related to prayer that should be regularly addressed. 

We all been there before, right. No matter how mature others believe we are, likely all of us have 

wondered at one time whether prayer makes a difference if it “works.” 

In that moment with Cassidy and prayerfully thought of how to respond to her. In that moment God 

gave me some insight into the process of prayer and in our attitude as we engage with it. I was 

prayerfully thinking about something in Cassidy’s world that I could use to help explain why we 

should pray and not give up. 

That’s when God’s Spirit helped me respond. To be honest, I’m not really sure what Cassidy thought 

when I next spoke because – and this might sound very odd to you – but I was really encouraged by 

what I said. Maybe some of you have had this sort of experience with the Spirit. At that time, Cassidy 

was really into drawing and so I said: 

“Cassidy, what if you started to draw a picture and I walked by just as you draw the first line. What if I 

looked at that line and said, ‘Oh, what a terrible picture! You are definitely not an artist.’ What would 

you think? She answered, ‘You don’t know what I’m drawing yet.’ Exactly. I said, sometimes when we 

look at our lives, and the circumstances we are in, all we see is God’s first line. But, the Bible tells us 

that we are God’s work and he will finish what he started.” 

[Title Slide] 

We approach God at his request. He invites us to bring our requests, desires and needs as well as 

those of others. We can do this because of the work of Christ. He has made it possible for us to 

approach God with confidence as it says in Hebrews because he has opened up the door for us and is 

there with us. Please keep praying. No matter how few of God’s lines we see at the moment. 

Now let’s consider what it means to pray, “Let your will be done.” 

Body 
As we did last week, the first thing we need to try to do is to come to terms with the concept of God’s 

will and our relation to it. Romans 12 verse 2 provides a good summary of the nature of God’s will as 

“good and acceptable and perfect.” The context reads: 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and acceptable and perfect. 

Each of these terms provides unique insight into the nature of God’s will. First, we see that God’s will 

is good. That is, it is a reflection of God’s very nature. In some ways, this goes without saying because 

it is God’s will. As it relates to his creatures, God’s will is for the best; it has our best in mind. This can 
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be a little bit confusing sometimes because at times God’s best can be painful. Sometimes, we walk 

through a valley, or we are rebuked, or our health fails, or we struggle in our relationships, or we lose 

capacity in some way. In each and everything he walks with us and, because of that, as we continue to 

walk with him and trust him, he is able to redeem our situation or as Paul explained earlier in his 

letter, even those things can work together for His good ends. 

God’s will is also acceptable, or literally, “well-pleasing.” In the end, God’s will is designed to bring 

pleasure to his creation. As with the nature of his goodness, this characteristic requires that we learn 

to trust him. We trust that following him is worth it in the end, that his kingdom is worth coming and 

the glory due his name is indeed because he alone is absolutely worthy of all glory. That in the end, 

the ups and downs of following Jesus will be proven to be completely trustworthy. 

Paul also describes the will of God as something “perfect.” It is perfect because, it is the end for which 

you and I were created. This term can be translated by English words such as “perfect,” “complete”, 

and “mature.” This is not meant to be understood as perfect morally – that you and I need to activate 

God’s will through our behaviour. Again, our response is directed by the Gospel – the work of Christ. 

There is no way for you and I to be perfect apart from Jesus but that is the effect that Gospel has in 

our life. Not only does it set us on the right path – to become righteous before God – but it, or he, that 

is Christ, leads us along that path of righteousness through the activities and decisions. This is what is 

referred to as human flourishing; revealing who we are made to be. 

This is the nature of God’s will for us: it produces the best in us which because it is the best brings us 

joy and in the end, we are brought to full maturity as individuals because it allows us to flourish. It 

makes sense right when you put it all together. Who better than the one who designed you, who 

brought you into existence, to help you to flourish? 

Again, let me be clear. On our own, we do not know what is best for us. This is not a popular point of 

view these days. The popular message is that you and I on our own, following our appetites – our 

desires – no matter what they are (as long as they are not harming others) can determine how we can 

flourish. This is not what the Christian faith promotes. God and God alone knows what is our best and 

when we pray “Let it be that your will is done” we are admitting to God’s sovereignty and submitting 

to his way; the way that is done in heaven. Last week I noted that heaven in the Scripture is part of 

God’s creation that is currently separate from the earth. In heaven, where God is revealed is where his 

will is in completely in force. This arrangement is not the goal; a distinction between realms. Rather, 

as we noted last week, there will come a day when Christ will return, when evil will be completely 

eradicated and heaven and  earth are rejoined; when God will be God and we will be his people. 

This is the nature of God’s will for which we pray. But there is more for us to consider this morning. 

The nature of God’s will and the desire expressed in Jesus’ teaching-prayer raise two issues that 

challenge some of what feels like part of the very core of who we are and how we live. Conduct and 

Control. Let’s look at conduct first. 

Conduct 
The prayer, “Let your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” applies to both God’s righteous 

demands and “his determination to bring about certain events in salvation history.” In Matthew 7:21 

Jesus explains that “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
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only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” In this case, the emphasis is on our active 

obedience to his commands.  

[Let me be clear: GOSPEL is the cause of our conduct as a response] But how we respond matters. It 

reflects the work of the power of salvation in us. It is a witness to the presence of the Spirit to the rest 

of the world that has not yet come to terms with a proper response to God. The epistle to the Romans 

is a great example of this: the first 11 chapters set the stage with the foundation laid by Christ. 

Chapter 12 begins with the word “Therefore.” […] 

In addition to our obedience, Scripture describes God as working towards particular ends – as willing 

certain things related to the establishing of God’s kingdom and working to bring certain things to 

pass. This is where the text read for us earlier is helpful. Jesus, knowing that he is nearing the time 

when he will be executed, feeling the tremendous weight of it, approaches his Father in prayer and 

admits his personal desire to have the suffering pass by while at the same time submitting to the will 

of his Father. Though it is not in this text, by submitting to the will of his Father, he also affirms his 

own commitment to offering himself. John records Jesus’ claim that “No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord” (10.18). Agreement is at the heart of God’s will, even for Jesus. To pray 

this prayer then means that we are putting our conduct on the line. How I think I should live my life 

against God’s will. 

Once again Jesus looms large as our exemplar. 

“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work” (John 4:34) 

“I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me” (John 5:30) 

“I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38) 

It isn’t just who Jesus is that is important to us but how Jesus lived. His righteous makes it possible for 

us to be righteous before God and to then pray that our lives display God’s will through our conduct 

just like Jesus’ did. 

Don Carson summarizes these ideas for us nicely in his commentary on Matthew: 

So for that will to be “done” includes both moral obedience and the bringing to pass of certain 

events, such as the Cross […] It is therefore impossible to pray this prayer in sincerity without 

humbly committing oneself to such a course. 

Control 
In addition to our conduct, the will of God impinges on the control we demand for our life. Here we 

look to James’ letter for insight. In chapter 4, starting at verse 13 we read: 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 

there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? 

For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 

wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
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Some pretty harsh-sounding words from brother James. That’s his style. To me reading James is like 

someone grabbing your collar and shaking you a bit while he is teaching you about living out the 

Christian faith. Last week I explained the imperative mood and well, James is the king of the 

imperative. He averages an imperative every two verses. If he was alive today and texted you, it would 

be in caps lock. 

His point is that the activities of our lives themselves also fall under the sovereignty of God. God is just 

as interested in where we are going as how we are getting there. He is orchestrating not only the 

details of who we are – crafting us into a vessel that is useful for his purposes – but he is also 

orchestrating a wonderful symphony with our lives. One note that is played through the events in my 

life, corresponding to but on a different line is another note that is your life, and so on. Different notes 

played together that results in divine harmony. As with a good piece of music, sometimes the 

melodies change, sometime the keys change, sometimes it’s a major key and other times a minor and 

sometimes the piece intentionally contains discord in order to then demonstrate the relief that comes 

from a resolution. 

[Title Slide] 

This aspect of God’s will relates to the question, How do I know God’s will for my life? The answer 

comes from both segments of the will of God. First, he has communicated his will in terms of our 

conduct; the “how” of our life. Part of knowing God’s will comes from digging into Scripture on our 

own and with others. Reading and seeking to understand that part of God’s will is relatively 

straightforward: obedience. Step one is to decide to trust God enough with your conduct. 

The second piece can be more mysterious. Following James, we acknowledge that God’s will is good 

for us, that it is pleasing to us and that it is the means by which we flourish as human beings but that 

some of the details are not immediately known at the moment. So we make our plans – this is James’ 

advice – and then we commit them to God such that we find peace in God’s will, not our own. 

Conclusion 
The line, “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” provides a way to conclude this first section of 

Jesus’ teaching-prayer. Ultimately, God’s name will be glorified and God’s kingdom will come. This is 

the promise we read in verses 10 and 11 of Philippians 2: 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 

In his commentary on Matthew, our source for the Lord’s Prayer, John Nolland explains that  

“the third petition encompasses the scope of the first two, unifying their respective present and 

future orientations by focussing on the common central thread: that in a comprehensive way 

people should come to act in conformity to the will of God” 

How can we respond? 

1. Pray this prayer with awareness (memorize it if you haven’t already). 
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2. Grow in your trust of God’s will to your life be developing your understanding of who 

God is. 

3. Encourage others to trust God’s will. 

You and I are invited to not only pray that God’s will is done as if it is something only out there. 

We are also invited to join in with God’s will and submit to his will in our lives and in so doing 

declare that He is good, pleasing and perfect. 

In just a moment we will be able to do just that. We will be celebrating Communion together 

the ultimate act of worship that demonstrates and declares God’s good, pleasing and perfect 

will. The sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf so that we might flourish in His will. 


