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Theme:  God’s firm foundation and fresh inspiration bring eternal 
transformation. 
 
Text:  Luke 24:44-53 
 
Here’s a thought:  Someone has said, “If we have the Word without the Spirit, 
we dry up.  If we have the Spirit without the Word, we blow up.  But if we have 
the Word and the Spirit, we grow up.” 
 
Canada is at a spiritual crossroads, and here are the signs: 
a) We have lost the memory of Christianity in our society. 

Francis Schaeffer (1912-1984) and Elton Trueblood (1900-1994) warned 
that we were living in a “cut flower” society.  We lived off of a memory of 
the faith.  We are like a flower cut from its roots and placed in a vase.  
We are that next generation who has forgotten how we got started. 

 
b) Society has moved the church to the sideline. 

i) Public discussion no longer invites us and our morals, except as a 
novelty. 

ii) Opinions and convictions rooted in God and the Bible are out of 
bounds. 

 
c) We have discarded traditional moral convictions and lifestyles. 

Marriage is no longer sacred.  The freedom to choose has discarded the 
sanctity of human life from conception to the grave.  We don’t want 
doctors committed to preserving life.  Homosexuality is a valid, 
alternative lifestyle.  Materialism is not greed but a birthright, and the 
poor are the scapegoats for society’s problems. 

 
d) A postmodern worldview has emerged. 

i) Postmodernism is a mixed blessing in that there are tremendous 
opportunities for the gospel.  We are returning to mystery and the 
supernatural rather than the closed universe of scientific cause and 
effect. 

ii) But we are surrounded by a spirit of relativism in which all truth is 
personal.  It is commendable to pursue truth as long as you don’t find 



it. 
 

Two thousand years ago, the Roman Empire was anything but Christian, but 
there lived 12 men who were followers of Jesus Christ.  One decided to betray 
his Lord and walk away from this group, leaving 11 behind.  Jesus was 
arrested and crucified by a corrupt religious and political partnership.  On the 
third day after this brutal crucifixion, Jesus was raised from the dead and 
appeared to His faithful friends.  Understandably, they had a hard time 
believing that He was alive again. 
 
We join their conversation in Luke 24:44-53: 

44 He [Jesus] said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is 
written:  The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 
I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he had 
led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. NIV 

 
How were these people going to convince the rest of the world that Jesus was 
alive?  They would rely upon two essentials: 

The Word 
and 

The Spirit 
 

The Word 
 

 
 
Jesus was meticulous in His attention to the Word of God.  You could study 
the following Bible passages and discover how they relate to Jesus the Christ, 
the Messiah. 
 

Some Prophecies About the Messiah 

 



The Messiah would….   Prophesied    Fulfilled by  

Jesus 
1. be born of a woman   Gen 3:15 (4000 B.C.)   Gal 4:4 
2. be born of a virgin   Is 7:14 (700 B.C.)   Matt 1:18-25  
3. be of Abraham’s seed   Gen 22:18 (1900 B.C.)  Matt 1:1 
4. come from Judah’s tribe  Gen 49:10 (1700 B.C.)  Luke 3:23-34 
5. descend from King David  Jer 23:5-6 (600 B.C.)   Luke 3:31 
6. be born in Bethlehem   Micah 5:2 (700 B.C.)   Matt 2:1 
7. come at a time when children died Jer 31:15 (600 B.C.)   Matt 2:16-18 
8. come in the time of the Romans Dan 2 (600 B.C.)   history 
9. be preceded by a messenger  Is 40:3 (700 B.C.)   Matt 3:1-3 
10. be known first in Galilee  Is 9:1 (700 B.C.)   Matt 4:12-17 
11. be betrayed by a friend   Ps 41:9 (c. 1000 B.C.)   Matt 10:4 
12. be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver Zech 11:12 (c. 500 B.C.)  Matt 27:3-7 
13. be rejected    Is 53:3 (700 B.C.)   John 7:5, 48 
14. be wounded    Is 53:5 (700 B.C.)   Matt 27:26 
15. be silent before accusers  Is 53:7 (700 B.C.)   Matt 27:12-19 
16. be executed with thieves  Is 53:12 (700 B.C.)   Matt 27:38 
17. buried in a rich man’s tomb  Is 53:9 (700 B.C.)   Matt 27:57-60 
18. be pierced in hands and feet  Ps 22:16 (c. 1000 B.C.)  Luke 23:33 
19. have bones out of joint but not broken  Ps 34:20, Ps 22:14 (c. 1000 B.C.) John 19:32-33 
20. resurrected from the dead  Ps 16:10 (c. 1000 B.C.)  Acts 2:31-32 

 
To have even eight main prophecies fulfilled by one person is one chance in 
1017.  I have listed 20 of about 60 clear prophecies.  
 
Mathematician Peter Stoner concluded (https://firmisrael.org/learn/how-
many-prophecies-did-jesus-fulfill) that the chance of a single man fulfilling 
“just” 48 of the prophecies found in the Hebrew Bible (what we call the Old 
Testament) would be one in 10 followed by 157 zeros! 
 
From the age of 12, Jesus debated with the Jewish Bible scholars of the first 
century and displayed His thorough knowledge of the Word of God.  Matthew 
22:23-33 records one of these debates: 

23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 
to him with a question. 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a 
man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and 
have children for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us.  The 
first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to 
his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, 
right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at 
the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them 
were married to her?” 29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do 
not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the resurrection 
people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead - have you not 
read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
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and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 33 
When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. NIV 

 
The Sadducees were the liberal theologians of Jesus’ day.  They had overlooked 
the reliability of the Scriptures and exchanged its authority for human 
reasoning.  Jesus pinpointed the problem:  their grasp of the Word and the 
Holy Spirit was lacking.  They needed the Scriptures and the power of God. 
 
An eight-year-old boy had been pestering his father for a watch.  Exasperated, 
his father finally said, “I don’t want to hear about your wanting a watch again!” 
 
As was their custom, each family member recited a Scripture verse at the 
dinner table that evening, and the boy repeated Mark 13:37, “And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 
 
We must be well-grounded people of the Word so that we won’t be vulnerable to 
false teaching and wacky ideas.  We should immerse ourselves in the Bible and 
feed upon it.  I hear from people who have joined me in reading through the 
Bible several times over the last few years and how they have benefited from it. 
 
Are you reading and studying the Bible?  Is your knowledge of the Word of God 
increasing every year? 
 
We rely upon two essentials: 
The Word 
and 

The Spirit 

 

 
 
The Written Word of God is a wonderful gift.  Do you suppose those who 
rejected Jesus were diligent in studying the Scriptures? 
 
In traditional Jewish education, students by the age of 6 would attend 
synagogue schools.  By around 10 years of age, they would have learned and 
memorized the first 5 books of the Bible, called the Torah (yes, even Leviticus!).  
Jewish rabbis would instruct students with an assortment of memorization 
methods.  They understood what educators today understand:  a variety of 
instruction enhances learning.  Engaging verbal, auditory, and physical 
methods will embed knowledge deeper than simply hearing it alone.  Therefore, 
recitation, drama, music, visualizing, reflection, review, and reading were 
common Jewish practices of memorization, as well as … writing the scriptures 



(from https://www.covenantchristian.net/blog/inscribing-scripture-on-your-
childs-heart). 
 
Jesus refers to this practice in John 5:39-40: 

39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet 
you refuse to come to me to have life. NIV 

 
Our Lord is neither downplaying nor dismissing the importance of reading, 
studying and memorizing the Scriptures, but He is saying that something or 
someone more is needed.  The apostles needed the Holy Spirit to open their 
minds so they could understand the Bible.  As important as it is, a growing, 
alive follower of Jesus has more than sound theology.  It is all about a 
relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Luke reports in Acts 2:1-4 how Jesus fulfilled His promise in Luke 24: 
 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. NIV 

 
We can also see Jesus’ promise in Luke 24 fulfilled in our lives today.  Have 
you been baptized in the Holy Spirit?  Are you being filled with the Holy Spirit 
regularly? 
 
A young girl became a Christian in an exciting series of meetings at her 
church, and she was baptized in water on the closing Sunday morning.  That 
afternoon she ran through the house singing and dancing. 
 
Her sour grandfather rebuked her with these words, “You ought to be ashamed 
of yourself!  You joined the church, then sing and dance on the Lord’s Day!” 
 
Crushed by her grandfather’s attitude, the little girl went out to the barn, 
climbed up on the corral fence, and saw their old mule with a sad, droopy face 
and tired eyes. 
 
As she reached over and patted the mule sympathetically, she said, “Don’t cry, 
ole mule.  I guess you’ve just got the same kind of religion that grandpa has!” 
 
Someone has said (from page 74 of “Growing in the Prophetic” by Mike Bickle), 
“If we have the Word without the Spirit, we dry up.  If we have the Spirit 
without the Word, we blow up.  But if we have the Word and the Spirit, we 
grow up.” 
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The Holy Spirit is doing some incredible things in and through His people.  We 
have only seen the beginning – He has so much more for us!  Prepare for an 
adventure with Him.  Our regard for the written Word of God will remain high 
as we let Him do and say some things outside of our experience and 
understanding. 
 
There will be manifestations of His presence that I don’t understand.  People’s 
responses to His manifest presence will be received by some and rejected by 
others.  Demons will be provoked and flushed out by the manifest presence of 
the Holy Spirit amongst us.  I will be neither impressed nor distressed by these 
unusual manifestations.  My preoccupation or concern is not with these 
peripheral issues but with our need for more of God’s presence to be evident in 
us and amongst us. 
 
This overflow will spill into our homes, neighbourhoods, schools, and 
workplaces. 
 
How will we convince the rest of the world that Jesus is alive?  We will rely 
upon two essentials: 

The Word 
and 

The Spirit 
 
Like two prongs on an electrical plug, God’s firm foundation and fresh 
inspiration bring eternal transformation. 
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