
hopelessly confused "Our world today possesses a great deal of knowledge but very
little wisdom." Warren Wiersbe 
minds full of darkness - 2 Corinthians 4:4
minds closed & hearts hardened to God - Romans 1:21-25 
no sense of shame (calloused)
living to fulfill the desires of the flesh

What biblical truth, teaching of Jesus, Kingdom ethic, Holy Spirit prompting?

Sermon Notes, June 5, 2022 
Text: Ephesians 4:17-32

Introduction
“What were you thinking?” Ever been asked that?
Is it just me or is it true that just about every time you’re asked that question, it seems like
the only honest answer is “I don’t know!” or “I guess I wasn’t” As we dig deeper into the
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians with its theme of how God has made us new, we
discover that there are some really practical areas where our new life leads to new ways of
living out our daily lives, especially the way we pattern our thoughts. 

Ephesians 4:17-32

A changed life begins with a changed mind.

A spiritual awakening on the inside ought to result in transformed living on the outside.

Salvation begins with repentance (metanoia) = a changing of our minds that leads to a
changing of our direction and orientation away from sin and towards God.

The pattern of the world's thinking:

THROW OFF your old sinful nature and your former way of life
PUT ON your new nature, created to be like God
LET the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. (v23 & Romans 12:2)

"What biblical principle am I using to come to this decision?"

Offensive Patroling: pro-actively patroling the perimeter of our lives against compromise &
unbiblical thoughts and attitudes

"We must live in the Kingdom of God in such a way that it provokes questions for
which the gospel is the answer." Lesslie Newbigin 

 

MADE NEW: "What Was I Thinking?!" - Week 6
 Pastor Jeremy Bates

MADE NEW
E P H E S I A N S  A  S T U D Y  I N



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
We've all had "what was I thinking?!" moments where our discretion lacked judgment,
decision was regrettable or common sense just seemed to evaporate into thin air. Share a
moment, funny or not, where you just "weren't thinking straight". 

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

2) Read Ephesians 4:17-32 - in a text so rich with poignant meaning, share what stands out
to you.
 

3) Describe a time where your thinking has changed as a result of applying Biblical
principles and teaching. 

3) No matter our age or spiritual maturity, it can seem daunting at times and often
exhausting, continually swimming against the flow & current of society's thoughts, standing
out for what ir right and righteous, presenting a counter narrative to the story the world is
telling by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. How have you had to navigate this
tension? What keeps you inspired to stay the course? Have you had to deal with strong
opposition to your beliefs?  

4) "We must live in the Kingdom of God in such a way that it provokes questions for which
the gospel is the answer." Lesslie Newbigin What have been some of the best
conversations you've had as a result of people seeing the difference Jesus has made in
your life?

Prayer: 
As you pray for each other, consider the areas where your way of thinking is counter cultural
to the pattern of thinking around you. Ask God for confidence, courage, boldness,
and discretion in how you present the gospel to people who think differently.
Ask God for favour in the conversations you might have this week. 


