
1 
 

Introduction to 2 Peter 

2 Peter 1:1-2 

Fast Facts 

Author: The Apostle Peter 

Challenges to Peter’s authorship 

• Peter’s authorship is more sharply disputed than any other NT book even 

though the book starts off in chapter 1:1 with his name listed as the writer  

1. The lack of personal references to himself in the letter 

• There isn’t sufficient evidence that Peter refers to himself in the book to 

consider him the author 

2. The early church was slow to accept 2 Peter as inspired and include it in the 

canon of scriptures 

• There was silence before the church father Origen talks about 2 Peter and 

that is taken as a strong denial of Peter’s being the author of this book.  

• Origen lived 185 – 253 A.D.  

3. The issue of historical problems raised 

• When Peter refers to Paul’s letters in 2 Peter 3:15 – 16, it represents a time 

when these letters were already collected and made part of the canon, thus 

long after Peter would have lived.  

• The false teachers mentioned in chapters 2 and 3 were second century 

Gnostics who were false teachers.  

• Critics argue that Christ’s prediction of Peter’s death in John 21:18 / 2 Peter 

1:14 was not written in Peter’s lifetime 

• Critics say that Peter depended upon the book of Jude to write 2 Peter. If this 

was Peter who was the author, he would not have borrowed so much 

information from a non – apostolic source.  

• Lastly, the critics point to the differences in style and vocabulary between 1 

and 2 Peter.  

o The Greek in I Peter was polished and sophisticated and 2 Peter 

is coarse in its use of language with difficult grammatical 

constructions of sentences 

o 2 Peter, critics say could not have been written by a fisherman 

from Galilee. He would not have had that level of knowledge 

about the Greek culture.  

4. The doctrinal themes found in I Peter are absent in 2 Peter. 

Evidence for Peter’s authorship 

1. There are plenty of personal references about Peter in 2 Peter 

• It is ironic that this letter, whose authorship has been so disputed, begins 

with a textual problem concerning the spelling of its author’s name. Some 
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manuscripts have the common Greek spelling (Simōn), whereas others 

have the direct transliteration of the Hebrew (Symeōn). The best textual 

evidence supports the more unusual Hebrew spelling, used elsewhere only 

in Acts 15:14. This detail provides support for the authenticity of Petrine 

authorship, for an impostor probably would have used the more widely 

accepted spelling. - Gangel, K. O. (1985). 2 Peter. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 863). Victor Books. 

• In 2 Peter 1:14, Peter shares that he is not long for this earth. Jesus 

predicted his death by crucifixion in John 21:18.  

• In 2 Peter 1:16 – 18; Peter describes being one of the three apostles who 

witnessed the Transfiguration of Jesus – Matthew 17:1 

• In 2 Peter 3:1; Peter makes mention of a previous letter that he wrote to his 

readers 

• 2 Peter 3:15; Peter uses the term “beloved” as he did in, I Peter 2:11; 4:12 

• The language is similar in style as I Peter.  

2. The authorship of 2 Peter has always been attributed to Peter by the early church 

fathers 

• Origen as mentioned in the challenges considered 2 Peter as scripture 

because he quoted from it.  

• Justin Martyr, another church father used the term “false teacher”, and that 

Greek word had never been used up to that time except for, many scholars 

believe in 2 Peter 2:1  

• The allusions to 2 Peter by the church fathers do not prove Peter wrote 2 

Peter, but they remove the objection that the alleged lack of external 

support or discussion of the book rules out a date in Peter’s lifetime and 

explains why it was accepted by the church as part of the canon.  

• The church fathers believed early on in church history that Peter was the 

author and never questioned it. It has only been in recent history that liberal 

scholars have questioned Peter’s authorship of 2 Peter.  

3. The book of 2 Peter was considered scripture by the fourth century along with the 

other books of the Bible 

• Other writings of Peter were rejected as non- canonical. Examples are The 

Gospel of Peter and The Preaching of Peter.  

• Peter was aware of some of Paul’s writings but probably not the entire 

collection of Paul’s letters he wrote mainly to the churches 

Colossians 4:16 

And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of 

the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea 

• Paul’s letters were written to specific churches but then at Paul’s 

urging, they were to be sent to other churches to be read there as well.  

• Peter may have known about these circulating letters.  
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• It was not wrong for Peter to put Paul’s writings on par with scriptures 

equal to the OT. Those who wrote in the NT knew they were writing 

under divine inspiration. I Corinthians 2:13; 2 Peter 1:19 – 21 

I Corinthians 2:13 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 

interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

4. The book of Jude was written after 2 Peter  

• Conservative, orthodox scholars make the case that Jude was written 

between 67-80 A.D. later than 2 Peter so Peter could not have used Jude’s 

writings as a source for his writings.  

• Peter uses future tense verbs in his writings about false teachers and Jude 

talks about how the false teachers have already crept into the early church.  

Date of the Writing of the Book: 64 – 68 A.D.  

• This letter was written shortly before his crucifixion in 68 A.D.  

• It was written about a year after I Peter. 

• He may have already been in prison in Rome, awaiting his execution by Nero 

Written to: Gentile and Jewish Christ Followers 

• Peter doesn’t name who his second letter is written to 

• It was most likely written to the same people as I Peter was written to 

2 Peter 3:1 

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I 

am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder 

• He makes reference to the “beloved” in both letters so we assume, he is writing 

to the same audience.  

Theme / Purpose: To call Christians to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ their 

Savior in order that they can discern false teaching and live in anticipation of the Lord’s 

return 

• It is interesting to note that the word “know” or “knowledge” is used 13 times 

in 2 Peter and the description as Jesus as “Savior” is used 5 times.  

• Peter’s first letter was written to comfort and instruct Christ followers on how 

to live in a world of persecution against Christianity.  

• The second letter is written to tell the followers of Christ to be aware, be alert 

to false teachers coming in among God’s flock and to repudiate them. This 

book of 2 Peter is a vivid and clever depiction of false teachers only 

comparable in its magnitude to Jude.  
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• It was also written, this second letter, to encourage the Christ followers to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of the truth of Jesus Christ.  

John 17:3 

And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent 

Key Verses: 2 Peter 3:17 – 18 

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 

carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 

the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen 

Today’s Message 

Introduction 

• As stated earlier, some liberal scholars have challenged the authorship of 2 Peter 

being written by Peter 

• It is a unique letter, similar to the book of Jude which has been coined as the 

“dark corner of the NT.” 

o These two books are not often preached on, studied in small groups, or 

quoted in sermons  

• We ignore the letter 2 Peter to our detriment. Especially in the church world that 

we live in today.  

o Peter was near the end of his life (2 Peter 1:14), so he is exposing false 

teachers and giving examples so that as the generations of Christ 

followers who will come after, they will know how to expel those who are 

false teachers from the church.  

o Peter wrote it so that you and I could discern spiritual deception that is so 

subtle 

o Notice that Peter first shares about the truths that we need to know and 

live in, in chapter one.  

o Chapters 2 and 3 are where Peter shares the characteristics of false 

teachers. It is interesting that he outlines the behavior of these false 

teachers and not go into the heretical teachings they are spewing out. The 

behavior follows the bad teaching.  

o The purpose Peter has in this book is to contrast the truth with the 

deceptions by those who desire to create a following and lead people into 

bondage and deception while twisting and misrepresenting the truth. He 

wants Christ followers to know the truth so well that they can spot a fake, 

a counterfeit truth, immediately 

• This book and the book of Jude are so relevant for today!! 
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o The way the media is on the internet, some believe that if a statement is 

made or a story is given on the internet, it must be true. The news is filled 

with polls and popularity votes. You can’t legislate from that perspective.  

o The ignorance of people who are not reading and studying God’s Word.  

Hosea 4:6a 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected 

knowledge 

o The lack of discernment among Christ followers and the lack of pastors 

and teachers giving their people tools to be discerning.  

o Churches and pastors who are not preaching the whole counsel of 

God. 

o Those who are not calling out false teaching and teachers 

o Those who do not deal with the social issues that are not based 

and most of the time opposite of God’s teachings in His Word.  

o Many churches and pastors ignore false teaching, tolerate it and 

even embrace it 

o Jesus warned against the damage false teachers bring on the God’s 

flock 

Matthew 7:15 – 20 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes 

gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears 

good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear 

bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them 

by their fruits. 

Purpose: The purpose of 2 Peter is to call Christians to spiritual growth so that they can 

combat apostasy as they look forward to the Lord’s return. - BKC 

Transition: Let’s turn to 2 Peter 1:1 -2  

Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 1:1 – 2 

Simeon Peter, a servant  and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 

a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior 

Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 

God and of Jesus our Lord 

Who is the author?  

 2 Peter 1:1a 
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Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ 

• Bond servant 

• We see once again, the humility of Peter as we did in the first letter 

• Placed his submission under the lordship of Jesus Christ 

• You and I if we really get down to it, we are slaves to someone or 

something.  

Romans 6:16 

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 

you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 

of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

• The Greek word is “doulos” which literally means bond servant is 

someone who is severely lower than anyone else in culture. Slaves were 

considered equal with animals. The owner looked at slaves and animals 

as property to do with as he wished.  

• Some in the Bible described themselves as slaves or servants as well 

o Moses, Joshua, David, all of the prophets and of course Paul.  

• Today, this is an honorable term spiritually. You and I as Christ followers 

are duty bound to obey our Master, King Jesus, at any cost.  

• We should embrace the term servant as our identity to those people 

around us as we serve them in the name of Jesus 

• Apostle 

• An apostle is officially sent forth by Christ Himself as a divinely 

commissioned witness of the resurrected Lord with authority to proclaim 

His truth We see that some churches have leaders that are called apostles 

today but in the technical sense, they are not because the office of an 

apostle died with the death of the last apostle John.  

• Peter presents himself in these terms of a servant and an apostle setting 

forth a pattern of what spiritual leadership should look like. The attitudes 

and motives as we approach life and serving alongside others for the 

kingdom.  

▪ Submissive – having a sacrificial attitude and anonymity of being a 

servant 

▪ Apostle – having the attitude of dignity, significance, and authority 

of an apostle.  

Application: As Christ followers, we need to have the perfect blend of humility and 

authority because of who we are in Christ 

Transition: Peter identifies and clarifies who his audience is for the book of 2 Peter.  

Who is the audience?  
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 2 Peter 1b 

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the 

righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 

• Those who are saved just as the disciples were 

o Who are the those specifically referred to here? 

1 Peter 1:1 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia, and Bithynia 

o Gentile and Jewish believers scattered abroad due to persecution and 

specifically here in Asia Minor / Modern Turkey. 

o Those who have obtained or received salvation as a gift.  

▪ Obtained means to gain by God’s divine will or given by allotment 

(casting of lots), God’s choosing, however He chooses.  

▪ Salvation is NOT obtained by human effort or our worth but 

received by God’ sovereign and divine purpose. 

• This should fill our hearts with awe and gratitude that God 

chose us to be saved.  

• It is NOT to become a prideful, self-righteous thing that we 

are better than anyone else. There but for the grace of God 

go I.  

▪ God desires for all to be saved as we will see in this book, but man 

chooses to obey and receive it. God gives the faith, the power to be 

saved, the gift of repentance, the means to be saved and it is man 

who obtains or makes it his own.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we 

are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them 

o Equal Standing or in the KJV “precious faith” – equal privilege, the same 

salvation that the apostles possessed, you and I if we are Christ followers 

possess today!! 

o Equal standing means equal in rank, position, standing, price, honor and 

value 

Illustration: A foreign citizen who lives in our country legally and fulfills all the 

qualifications to become a citizen of the United States, after receiving citizenship, 

has all the rights and privileges as a native-born American citizen.  

Galatians 3:28 
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 

and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus 

o We see the word “ours”. These are the Jewish and Gentile believers, 

distinct in their culture and ethnicity but both equally believers in Christ.  

Ephesians 2:11 – 18 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 

hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he 

himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 

flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of 

the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body 

through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached 

peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through 

him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father 

• Those who are saved by the co-equal God and Savior Jesus Christ 

2 Peter 1:1c 

By the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 

o Peter affirms at the end of verse 1 and in verse 2 that God the Father and 

Jesus are co-equal members of the Godhead, part of the Trinity even 

though the Holy Spirit is not mentioned here.  

o Our salvation comes from the Father through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Savior means one who delivers us from trouble or an enemy, or in the 

case of Christ, one who brings salvation. 

▪ Physician / Victorious conqueror 

o Christ traded our sin for His righteousness. This is called imputed 

righteousness 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God – The Great Exchange 

o Our sins are removed from us in exchange for Christ’s righteousness and the 

ability to live in the way God desires when the HS came to indwell us.  

o We were made acceptable in God’s sight but not by anything we did to 

deserve it as Paul reminds us.  
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Philippians 3:4-9 

4 Though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else 

thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on 

the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as 

loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 

the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 

and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

that depends on faith 

Acts 13:38 – 39 

Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of 

sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from 

everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses 

o The law was to show us our sin. The law according to Romans 6 cannot save 

us but is a schoolmaster according to Galatians to lead us to Christ. 

o We have to see the complete depravity and sinfulness of our soul and without 

Christ we are eternally hopeless. We can never keep all the law to make us 

righteous. Paul tried as we read Philippians 3. Only through imputed 

righteousness are we  made acceptable to God.  

Application: As Christ followers, we must never forget our salvation experience 

Transition: Lastly, what is Peter wanting his readers to aspire to? 

What is the aspiration?  

 2 Peter 1:2 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord 

• The unending stream of grace and peace to the Christ follower 

o Grace – Great riches at Christ’s expense. Getting something, we do not 

deserve. Mercy is NOT getting what we deserve. Grace is a gift 

o Peace with God as described in Romans 5:1 

Romans 5:1 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
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o The peace of God as Paul describes in Philippians 4:7 

Philippians 4:7 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus 

o The apostle John in John 1:16 says from His fullness we have received 

grace upon grace. God gives us a new measure of grace each 

morning, with the perfect allotment for what we need for that day. Much 

like the manna given to the Israelites in the desert, God knows what 

we will face each day and provides the resources through His Word, 

the Holy Spirit, other people and other ways to have the peace of God 

and the grace of God in our lives.  

o All of this comes from God but we have to be in God’s Word and 

intimately connected to God in prayer.  

• The unending stream of growing and experiencing God more on the Christ 

follower’s spiritual journey 

o Knowledge here is a word – ginosko that doesn’t translate well for us into 

English. It has a different meaning in the Greek.  

o This is knowledge that is applied and experienced. Like on the job training. 

You learn and then you do, you learn some more, then you do it. You 

experience the knowledge by immediately using it.  

o The knowledge spoken of here is NOT from feelings, intuitions, emotions 

or personal experience but ONLY from the revealed truth based on the 

Gospel preached in the Word of God and from the Word of God 

Romans 5:17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ 

o Not intellectual truth alone but applying and experiencing the truth for yourself 

by using that knowledge. We are going to continue to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ until the day that we die or are raptured 

out of here. 2 Peter 3:18 

o Our day of conversion is only the beginning of our spiritual journey. We begin 

by taking baby steps in the faith and continue to grow and pursue God each 

day of our lives.  

o The knowledge is given and hopefully applied to us to bring blessing, honor 

and glory to God our Father and to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Application: As Christ followers, we must live in the continual flow of grace and the gifts 

they bring to them directly from God’s throne 

Transition / Summary 

o Salvation is a gift from God that we have to receive for ourselves 
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o Jesus bore the full anger of God for our sin and the world’s sin as our substitute 

o Jesus had all of our sins and the sins of the world placed upon Him and in 

exchange for our sin, He forgave our sins and placed His righteousness upon us 

o By that great exchange, we are found acceptable in the sight of God and have 

direct access to Him.  

Key Thought: May we take time to stop and reflect this week on all the benefits of 

our salvation and how we have come this far by faith 

Questions to Ponder This Week 

1. What are some of the benefits of salvation that you are thankful for this 

week? 

2. Are you experiencing God’s unending stream of grace and peace multiplied 

to you this week? 

3. How are you going to grow more this week in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ this week? 

 

 

 


