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Excelling in Service. 
Paul calls those who have been well-served by Christ to serve one another. 
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Opening Hymn: Rejoice The Lord Is King (Darwall's 148th)  
Choruses: This I Believe (The Creed), Spirit of the Living God  
Communion: Here Is Bread Here Is Wine 
Closing Hymn: The Church's One Foundation (Aurelia) 
 
Like many of you 
 When I venture out to a restaurant 
  I am looking for value and service. 
 
To avoid being disappointed 
 I will often go online, usually to TripAdvisor, 
  To look at a restaurant’s menu, 
   To check out their ratings and reviews in advance. 
 
Here is one review of a popular local restaurant: 

“Me and my friends were in to have dinner and drinks.  
The restaurant was packed  

but our server Layne was consistently ready  
with drinks and appies throughout the night. 

 
Her great attitude and outgoing personality  

made for a great atmosphere and a fantastic evening.” 
 
Here is another review of a less popular local eaterie: 

“This is an out of the way pub  
that’s not worth going out of the way for… 

 
These waitresses… must be underpaid  

and treated very poorly to be so miserable in their jobs.  
If you like warm beer out of dirty glasses with unfriendly service,  

then this is the place for you!” 
 
We all like value and good service. 
 And when we receive it, we respond  
  With gratitude: thanks to the staff, a nice tip 
   Or a positive review. 
 
But have you ever been so impressed 
 That you grabbed an apron 
  And started clearing the tables? 
 
That’s not the sort of behavior that would be expected  

or even welcomed. 
  But this is exactly the kind of response  

that Paul is asking of me and you. 
 
Just listen again to today’s lesson, 
 Part of Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi: 
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“If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ,  

if his love has made any difference in your life,  
if being in a community of the Spirit  

means anything to you,  
if you have a heart, if you care…” 

Then “Put yourself aside,  
and help others get ahead.  

 
Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage.  

Forget yourselves long enough  
to lend a helping hand.”i 

 
Paul is telling us, people who have been well-served by Jesus, 
 That we can show our gratitude 
  By serving others. 
 
Paul is telling us, that what God wants from us, 
 more than a word of thanks,  

more than money in the plate, 
   more than a good testimony… 
 
Is that we strap on an apron 
 And start serving others. 
 
Now remember, Paul planted this church he is writing to. 
 And he is writing to them from jail. 
 
His life has been given in service to them 
 And to the other Christians  

he’s nurtured along the way. 
 
Later in this chapter Paul speaks of own his service, 
 How he is being ‘poured out like a drink offering’. 
  He also notes the help of other fellow-workers 
   Like Timothy and Epaphoditus. 
 
But Paul’s prime example of a life of service 

Is found in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Quote a hymn of the early church, 
 Paul reminds the group at Philippi 
  That Jesus was by his very nature God. 
 
Jesus is God. 
 
And yet Jesus didn’t demand respect for his position. 
 Instead, he took the posture of a servant, 
  And fulfilled a vocation of humble obedience, 
   Even whenit led to death on a cross. 
 
This is worth reflecting on… 
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In our society  

those with wealth and status and privilege 
 have people around, servants as it were, 

 to manage their mundane tasks. 
And yet Jesus, God incarnate 

     Flips this hierarchy on its head. 
 
Jesus, God incarnate put himself at our disposal  
 To hear to our prayers 
  To heal our illnesses 
   To die for our sins. 
 
If this is God’s nature, God’s character 
 And we’ve been blessed by it, 
  then the only way to respond, Paul argues, 
   is to embrace this life of service. PAUSE… 
 
You may be wondering whether this is really possible 
 Knowing all you know about yourself… 
 
I mean when first saw this picture, 
 you probably imagined someone offering you a glass, 
  rather than seeing your servant self in the mirror. 
 
Most of us spend more of our time, like Adam and Eve,  
 Aspiring to be gods, 
  Rather that like Jesus, 
   giving up place and position to serve. 
 
So is this response possible? 
 Not in an instant, but over a lifetime it is. 
 
One Bible Commentator notes that 

neither Paul nor Jesus expects an instantaneous transformation 
 
“of our life’s attitudes and actions,  

but rather an ongoing process of change  
 
that results from the ever-growing awareness  

of our need to be at a different place  
if we are to be true Christ followers.  

 
[This] process begins with our conscious decision  

to become reflections of Christ  
in our actions and reactions…”ii PAUSE 

 
About fifteen years ago [leadership consultant Greg Gregory]  

was boarding the Southwest flight flying out of Orlando, Florida.  
Way in front of him in the boarding line  

he noticed a man with a giant Mickey Mouse baseball hat on.  
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He didn't think anything about it  

until he walked onto the plane  
and saw that the gentleman took a seat  

all the way in the back of the plane.  
 
If you have ever boarded a Southwest flight,  

you know they don't have an official seating system.  
People in front of the line  

get their pick of the best seats on the plane.  
 
And normally they choose the ones  

in front of the plane and normally they choose  either a window or an aisle seat.  
Not only did this gentleman pick the last row of the airplane,  

but he chose to sit in the middle seat.  
This struck Gregory as strange.  

After all, the gentleman was one of the first to board. 
 
As the plane got airborne,  

Gregory noticed that the man in the Mickey Mouse hat  
walked all the way up to the front,  

talked to the flight attendants for a while,  
then turned around, walked down the aisle  

and started assisting the flight attendants  
in serving everyone peanuts and drinks.  

 
Eventually he came up to Gregory's seat and said:  

"Hi. My name is Herb Kelleher.  
Thank you for flying my airline.  

Can I get you something to drink?"iii 
 
This is how Jesus serves us. 
 God incarnate listens to our prayers 
  Heals our sicknesses and diseases, 
   And today offers us something to eat and drink. 
 
So will you take up his call to service? 
 
“If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ,  

if his love has made any difference in your life,  
if being in a community of the Spirit  

means anything to you,  
if you have a heart, if you care…” 

 
Then “Put yourself aside,  

and help others get ahead.  
Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage.  

Forget yourselves long enough  
to lend a helping hand.”iv    Amen and amen.  
 

i Philippians 2:1-4 NIV 
ii Gilberto Collazo, “Pastoral Perspective on Philippians 2:1–13,” in Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary: Year A, ed. David L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, vol. 4 (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2011), 114. 
iii "In One Plane Ride, the Co-Founder of Southwest Airlines Teaches Us a Powerful Leadership Lesson." Inc, 5 Jan. 2021, www.inc.com/ekaterina-walter/a-simple-but-powerful-leadership-lesson-from-the-co-founder-of-southwest-airline.html. 
iv Philippians 2:1-4 NIV 


