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God’s Spirit-Powered Love Language for 
the World  
Acts 2:1-21 
Last Sunday we heard that we are witnesses to Jesus 
by the power of the Spirit giving us spiritual insight to 
see Jesus at work by the eyes of our hearts.

Today with the eyes of our hearts, we also come to 
Pentecost in Acts 2 and meet the heart languages of 
the gospel.  We heard some of them today as different 
people read Acts 2:21 in their first language; their heart 
language.  By our hearts of faith, we see God.  By our 
hearts of faith, we hear God.

And today, as we again join the people from many lands in Jerusalem at that first Pentecost in Acts 
2, by our hearts we too join them in speaking the heart language of God through his grace in 
Christ.

My question for you today is what’s your God-given 
heart language?

A heart language can be defined as a language one 
learns from birth.  A first language… a language which 
we learned by heart.  Hands up if your heart language 
is something other than Hebrew or Aramaic.  Hands 
up if your heart language is English.  Hands up if your 
heart language is a language other than English.  

Hands up 
if your heart language as a Christian is the gospel.

Thank you.  Let’s pray…

In the story of the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
we meet people from many different lands all who 
speak different heart languages.

And the wonder is that, though their heart languages 
are 
different, 
they are the same.  Although the human languages to 
communicate are different, the Holy Spirit brings the 
gift of the same heart language of God… the gospel to 
all!  Let me explain.

Luke tells us in Acts 2 that

      All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and  

 1



Pastor Neville Otto   June 5, 2022

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Remember from last Sunday at the Ascension?  The 
promise of Jesus to the disciples, to the Church on 
earth, was “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”  And so what is this power that 
Jesus speaks of?  To speak as the Spirit gave them 
ability!  And not just ability to speak in human 
languages, but to speak a very specific Word.  What 
does the Spirit empower disciples to speak?

“In our own languages we hear them speaking of God’s deeds of power.”

The Spirit empowers the Church to speak God’s 
deeds of power through the gospel.  For God’s power 
is spoken in the act of the cross of Christ and his 
resurrection.  The rule of the ascended Christ through 
the gospel power over sin, over the devil, over death.  
The gospel, the life-giving heart language of God in the 
gift of the Spirit, is the heart language of the church.

So, we do well to receive it, and to learn to speak from 
the heart.  To know the gospel by heart, and show it in 

our own words, by our own actions.  For this what it is 
to be witnesses.

This heart language of the gospel is the reversal of what 
God did in response to the sinful world at Babel in 
Genesis 11 where we hear:

• The people have one common language.  They use it 
to build a tower… a stairway to heaven of their 
own… no need for God.

• And God comes and sees and hears their sinful 
hearts, and God confuses the people, scattering them 
and confusing their language so that they couldn’t 
understand one another.

Pentecost is the great reversal of this punishment!  The love language reversal by God, who now 
gathers people to himself by the power of the Spirit through the Gospel.

Luther in discussing the third article of the Apostles’ Creed says: 

I believe I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or 
come to him… BUT the Holy Spirit has called me 
through the gospel…

…the love language of God.

And Luther goes on to say, “In the same way he calls, 
gathers and enlightens the whole Christian Church on 
earth.”  

Pentecost is the outpouring of the Spirit… the 
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outpouring of God (like the Good Shepherd) gathering people close to his heart as he speaks the 
language of love for the world.  The great reversal.  The great call to the Church in every age is to 
tell the world of God’s love for them. 

And God gives us the gift we need to do this today.  God promises such an outpouring of the Spirit 
on us, and then through us.  Our call as individuals and as church is to learn to speak by heart the 
love language of God.  Let’s explore this from our human understanding of love.

Maybe you know or have heard of the best seller The 5 
Love Languages by Dr Garry Chapman.  Hands up if you 
know it.  I commend it to you for your relationships.  
Chapman, who is a Christian and a marriage counsellor, 
says that, on the basis of his many years of working 
with married couples, he believes there are 5 love 
languages for us to be aware of and that one or 
perhaps more are our primary ways of receiving and 
giving love.

Chapman lists these as:

• Words of affirmation

• Quality time

• Receiving gifts

• Acts of service

• Physical touch.

All of these are different, just like human languages.  Some don’t even require words.  And this is 
important to recognise.  We’re made differently, as the Psalmist says: 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” 

Psalm 139:14

I think Garry Chapman is right.  There are different ways, but all of these are all speaking the same 
language of love.

God’s language of love in our witness is the gospel which restores.  And doesn’t the church and the 
world post-COVID seek and hope for restoration!  And to us and our church and our world, God 
sends his Spirit with the heart language of God for the world.

What does this mean for us?

God prepares and equips and empowers us to speak that language to one another and to take it 
into relationships to others.  In the Church, between sisters and brothers in Christ where there is 
difference.  In the world, where there is war and political divide.  Our call in this lifetime is to share 

the heart of God, to follow God’s heart for people, and 
to speak the love language of the gospel and be part of 
God’s great Pentecost reversal.  God calls you and me 
to love the world and the people God brings to us.

One way we can learn and continue to grow in this is 
by bringing the gospel to people through their love 
languages.  Being in relationship with people.  Listening 
carefully.  Inviting people to speak openly and in a safe 
place are keys.  We don’t set up soap boxes to 
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condemn people who pass by as sinners going to hell.  We don’t rant on social media and expect 
that people through loud ranting will hear God’s language of love for them.  We don’t get a fire 
truck and hose people in the street with water and say some magic baptismal formula and expect 
them to hear God’s love for them in that way.  But in relationship with people, we can all learn and 
grow in this by speaking God’s love language of the gospel.  Like those 5 love languages we can 
share the gospel:

• By words: spoken or maybe a written word, like a 
card or text of care

• By acts of service like a meal when someone is sick

• By being present for and with people, perhaps at 
times of loneliness or grief or joy, new life or 
restored life.

• By gifts of love which may be a gift of invitation or 
the gift of, say, a Bible or a helpful resource, or the 
gift of your presence and open ears and mind

• By bringing the healing touch of God through prayer and speaking of the hope you have.

Being in relationship.  Being in community.  Going beyond our own community even to places of 
other heart languages like in Central Australia or to near neighbours in Indonesia.  Where and to 
whom is the Spirit leading us?  The gift of the Spirit is God’s gathering of his people to his heart to 
be sent into the community; into the world.  So what’s your God-given heart language?  Listen 
again:

 “Even upon my servants, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
  and they shall prophesy.  They shall tell and live the wonderful love of God.

Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/jYnKYkH9g6k        
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