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June 5, 2022 

The Day of Pentecost 

Communion 

Graduating Senior Recognition Sunday 

  

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

  

WELCOME 

  

PRELUDE    Come Holy Ghost, Lord God – Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 
We begin our worship in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
  

GATHERING SONG ELW 807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing vs. 1, 3 

 

DIALOGUE 

After fifty days of Easter rejoicing, the church cries out: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
All those living in resurrection light sing with joy: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
All those dying under the weight of sin and grief plead: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
Come, Holy Spirit: fill the hearts of your faithful people, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
  

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending the gift of your 

Holy Spirit. Look upon your people gathered in prayer, open to receive the Spirit’s flame. May it 

come to rest in our hearts and heal the divisions of word and tongue, that with one voice and one 

song we may praise your name in joy and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
  

+ SCRIPTURE AND SONG + 

  
FIRST LESSON         GENESIS 11:1-9 God destroys the tower of Babel 

  

RESPONSE   Come, Holy Ghost – Louis Lambillote, S.J. 

 

SECOND LESSON    EXODUS 19:1-9 The covenant at Sinai 
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RESPONSE ELW 787 On Eagle’s Wings vs. 1-2 

The cantor will sing the verses; congregation responds with the refrain. 

  

 

 
 

 

THIRD LESSON        NUMBERS 11:24-30 The spirit rests on Israel’s leaders 

  

RESPONSE ELW 800 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart vs. 1, 4 

 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 

 and make me love you as I ought to love. 

 

Teach me to love you as your angels love, 

 one holy passion filling all my frame: 

 the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 

 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 

CHLDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FOURTH LESSON    EZEKIEL 37:1-14 Life to dry bones 
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RESPONSE  Breathe on me, Breath of God 

 

 
 

FIFTH LESSON         ROMANS 8:14-17, 22-27 Praying with the Spirit 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Each prayer petition will end with the phrase ‘With humble hearts we pray to you, O God.’ 

The congregation will then join in singing: 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON        JOHN 20:19-23 Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on the disciples 

  

OFFERING 
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MUSICAL OFFERING Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song – setting by Michael Burkhardt 

Kevin Schanely, tenor 

 
c. 2020 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 714 O God of Mercy, God of Light 

 

O God of mercy, God of light, 

 in love and mercy infinite, 

 teach us, as ever in your sight, 

 to live our lives in you. 

 

And may your Holy Spirit move 

 all those who live to live in love, 

 till you receive in heav'n above 

 all those who live in you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

 

+ WE ARE FED AT GOD’S TABLE + 

  

As we prepare to gather around this table, hear the words of the coming of the Spirit. 

  

SEVENTH LESSON  ACTS 2:1-21 The Spirit poured out in tongues of fire 

  

Come to this table, 

where bread and cup are transformed by the Spirit of God - 

into a meal of love and grace, 

a supper of visions and dreams, 

a table where all souls are welcome. 
  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Loving God, whose Divine Lungs exhaled the Spirit into our world… 

Be present in this meal, O God, and fill us with your Spirit. 

Amen 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
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SHARING OF THE MEAL 

(include instructions from the May 15 bulletin) 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ELW 470 Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Spirit of God, who fed the multitudes, provided the manna in the wilderness, and blessed the 

elements, we give great thanks for the meal eaten and the company surrounding us. 

Inspire us as we move forward this day and encourage us to transform our dreams into 

reality.  Amen. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING OF GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, today is a day of sending forth.  The people standing before you 

have been brought up in the faith and supported by this family of Christ.  They’ve reached a 

pivot in their lives – and that means we must now release them into the world.  But our job is far 

from over. 

  

We can no longer see you as children.  We’ve watched you grow.  We’ve watched you fall 

and get back up again.  We’ve loved and prayed and guided and supported you in your life 

– and we now release you into a new life, a new journey, a new beginning. 

  

L: (to the graduates) You are no longer children running the halls of this church.  You’re what 

the Bible calls saints – members of God’s own house.  That house is built upon a foundation laid 

by the prophets with Jesus as the cornerstone.  And with Christ as your cornerstone you will 

build a cathedral…a dwelling place for God…a flying place for the Holy Spirit. 

  

L: (to graduates) Do you promise to remember where you came from, the lessons you learned, 

the friends you made and the love you received? 

  

Graduates: We do. 

  

L: Do you promise to take the love and faith and support you’ve received and re-gift it to others, 

no matter where you go? 

  

G: We do. 

  

L: Do you promise to continue to grow, stretch, reach and strive to be who you are as a servant 

of God? 

  

G: We do. 

 

L: Do you desire to live what you’ve confirmed, to take on the promises made at your baptism 

and grow into the family of Jesus Christ? 

  

G: We do. 

  



6 
 

L: (to graduates) Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of the family of God’s 

people wherever it is that life takes you, sharing in the worship and work of the church as it 

serves the community and the world? 

  

G: We promise, with the help of God. 

  

Each student is asked to pick out a prayer shawl as they are surrounded by family, friends and 

others who have nurtured their faith life for the laying on of hands.   

  

Laying on of Hands 

God, we release your servant (name) into the world.  May she/he find her/his calling and become 

who you intended her/him to be. Amen 

  

Sending Prayer 

Before you were even formed, God knew you... We ask this blessing upon each of them,  

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

May the Spirit of the living Christ 

fill you with faith and trust, 

burn in you with the fire of love, 

enliven your bones, body, and life, 

and breathe through you the breath of life. 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG ELW 582 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, filled with the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    Scherzino in Seven – June Nixon 
 

 

The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.  

Communion liturgy adapted from one written by The Rev. Michelle L. Torigian. 
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High School Graduates  

Evan Bolton is graduating from Perkiomen Valley High School and will be attending 

Gettysburg College majoring in Computer Science.  

Kathryn Connell is graduating from Pennsylvania Virtual Charter School and will be attending 

the Institute for American Musical Theater.  

Olivia Connell is graduating from Pennsylvania Virtual Charter School and will be attending the 

Institute for American Musical Theater.  

Alex Eisenhart is graduating from Souderton High School and will be attending East 

Stroudsburg University majoring in Criminal Justice.  

Logan Guess is graduating from Souderton Area High School.  He is a member of the National 

Society of High School Scholars.  Logan will be attending Kutztown University in the fall 

majoring in Communication Design and will be in the KU Honors program.   

Owen Krauss is graduating from Souderton Area High School and will be working full time for 

Indian Creek Electric and attending Eastern Center for Arts and Technology.  

College Graduates 

 Joshua Ernst graduated from Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology.  Josh will be working 

in the carpentry trade after graduation.   

Courtney Herm graduated from Liberty University on May 5, 2022 and has accepted a position 

as Certified Athletic Trainer for Carilion Orthopedics in Roanoke, VA. 

Kassondra Sowden is graduating from Northampton Community College, with an Associates in 

Special Education. She will be attending Drexel University  for her Bachelors of Science in 

Special Education.  

Zach Truskowski graduated from Millersville University with a B.S. in Mathematics. He will 

be studying for the actuary exam and hoping to get a job as an actuary.  

Middle School Graduates 

Abbey Carter is graduating from 8th grade at Brandywine Middle School and will be going into 

9th grade at Brandywine Senior High School.  

Jonathan Lewis is graduating from 8th grade at Upper Perkiomen Middle School. He’ll be 

going into 9th grade at Upper Perkiomen High School in the fall.  

Ethan Scharneck is graduating from 8th grade at Upper Perkiomen Middle School and will be 

going into 9th grade at Upper Perkiomen Senior High School.  
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Mark your Calendar 

 

Thursday, June 9 Hoagie Orders are due     

Sunday, June 12 10:30 Outdoor Worship 

                                    11:30 Annual Church Picnic 

 

Heavenly Helper Hoagies—June orders are due Thursday, June, 9th—contact Elaine Keller or 

sign up on the sheet outside PB’s office to get your delicious hoagie while supporting the 

Heavenly Helpers on their next mission trip. Pick up date for the June hoagies is Thursday, June 

16th from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Sunday, June 12th is our annual Outdoor Worship and Church Picnic.  Worship will be at 

10:30am with the picnic to follow.  Sign up charts are available outside of Pastor Becky’s office 

and online (see the website or weekly email).  Be sure to mark your calendar to be here… 

Sunday, June 12th! 

 Make Music Upper Perk  

You are invited to join the community music festival on Tuesday June 21st.  The 10th annual 

Make Music Upper Perk, will be a magnificent and musical day in the Upper Perkiomen Valley, 

with over 300 people making music at 19 venues in 4 different towns from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m.  

The longest day of the year will be full of fun and tunes and free entertainment, all organized and 

run by volunteers! 

There is something for everyone.  Full details can be found at ValleyArtScene.wordpress.com or 

check the Town and Country newspaper on June 16th .    

  


