
“Behold the Lamb of God,  
that taketh away the sin of the world.”  

John 1:29 
 
When John the Baptist saw the Lord Jesus coming toward him at the river Jordan, 
and cried out, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world,” he was telling the greatest story in the world. There really is no story like 
that of the Lord Jesus, who, as the Lamb of God, suffered on the cross for sinners 
and rose again from the dead in complete victory. To consider the Lord suffering 
on the cross as your Saviour is the first step to resting on the sure foundation of 
Christianity. John the Baptist’s message was full of meaning to all who knew the 
history of the Old Testament. Since the beginning of the world, lambs have al-
ways been central to the true worship of God.  
 
Abel’s Lamb 
In Genesis chapter four we read that Abel brought a lamb to worship God and his 
worship was accepted, while his brother Cain brought offerings of “the fruit of 
the ground,” and he was rejected. Cain ended up banished from God, all because 
he did not worship God through the blood of a lamb. 
 
The Passover Lamb 
In Exodus chapter 12 we read of a great deliverance for all the first born in Israel. 
On the night of the Passover in Egypt, when the angel of death was sent by God 
to destroy the firstborn in every home in the land, the Israelites were saved by the 
blood of a lamb. The Lord instructed the people that in every home of the Israel-
ites a lamb be killed and its blood be smeared on the lintel and door posts of their 
homes. God had promised, “When I see the blood I will pass over you.” On that 
fatal night when all the first-born in Egypt died, the angel of death, seeing the 
blood on the doors of the Israelites, showed mercy and turned away. Not one first
-born among the Israelites died. Again, a lamb was central to the safety and com-
plete deliverance of God’s people. 
 
Israel’s Lamb 
Throughout the more than one-thousand-year history of the Israelites worship-
ping God in the tabernacle and then the temple the priests offered lambs as morn-
ing and evening sacrifices. The blood of lambs was shed and presented to God in 
order to make atonement for sin, thereby turning away God’s wrath from the peo-
ple.  
 

Isaiah’s Lamb 
In Isaiah chapter 53, that great Old Testament gospel chapter, Isaiah the prophet 
wrote of the Saviour, the Messiah, as the One who suffered as a lamb in the place 
of His people. In the clearest gospel terms Isaiah wrote, "He was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.” For eight hundred years 
Jews of various schools debated on who this person could be. If only they could 
know the person who would become their Messiah, the one described as a lamb 
suffering in the place of sinners.  
 



God’s Lamb 
It was a wonderful day, therefore, when John the Baptist preached to the people 
at the river Jordan and looking up at the lone figure coming toward him said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” John’s min-
istry revealed the person of the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. The One who 
was spoken of in the Old Testament as a lamb, the One who would suffer for 
sin, the One who was foreshadowed by the many lambs offered as sin offerings 
in the tabernacle and temple. Yes, the One expected by readers of the Old Testa-
ment had come into their midst. John identified Him and declared Him to be the 
Lamb of God. 
 
John called him “the Lamb of God,” because he was sent by God. He was ap-
pointed by God and the only One appointed by God to save sinners from their 
sins. This shows us that salvation is God's plan and God appointed His Son to 
be the Saviour of sinners. This also shows us God’s mercy in providing His Son 
to be our Lamb to die as a sacrifice for sin. This is great mercy for we could 
never have provided a sacrifice good enough, nor powerful enough, to take 
away our sins. So, Jesus is the Lamb of God. He is God’s gift to us. 
 

Your Lamb 
To some, the Lord Jesus is "a lamb,” no different in person from any other. To 
some, He is "the lamb.” They agree that the Lord Jesus is the only Saviour of 
sinners. But to those who from their hearts believe on the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour He is "their Lamb". By placing your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour trusting Him to take away your sins makes He will be your Lamb 
too. 
 

You Need God’s Lamb 
You may be asking, why did John say, “Behold the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world?” He did so because sin is the great problem; sin is 
such an offence to God. The very fact that an innocent lamb had to die by shed-
ding of its blood to satisfy God’s wrath against sin reveals how horrible sin is in 
God's sight. God is so holy and naturally hates sin so much He cannot have fel-
lowship with sinners until their sins are taken away. 
 

All Men Need God’s Lamb 
John stated that Jesus, “taketh away the sins of the world,” because everyone in 
the world has sinned. No one is without sin. All are condemned by its curse and 
all are under its sentence of death. 
Also, John said Jesus taketh away the sins of the world because it is possible for 
anyone to have their sins forgiven.  Anyone, from any part of the world can be 
saved and be a Christian. Christ receiveth sinful men. The Ethiopian from the 
heart of Africa, the Jew and the Gentile from any nation or people are all invited 
to believe on the Lord Jesus to have their sins taken away. 
 

Your Faith in God’s Lamb 
So, what do you think of this good news? That Jesus is the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world is certainly God's good news to you because 
you can be saved. No one who truly wants to be saved and go to heaven through 
faith in the death Christ is barred from this gospel invitation. So, receive the 
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good news that Jesus saves sinful men, even you! You must trust in the Lord 
Jesus as the Lamb of God to take away your sin. John the Baptist cried out 
"Behold the Lamb of God…”.  See Him on the cross of Calvary bearing away 
the sin of the world. Study His suffering as sacrificial lamb in the place of sin-
ners. But look by faith that leads to resting on His sacrifice for sin. Look rejoic-
ing in the Saviour of sinners and look to find true rest from all the guilt of your 
sins. 
 

The Power of God’s Lamb To Save From Sin. 
Praise God, Jesus taketh away the sins of the world. He actually does it in the 
lives of all who call on Him as Saviour. The prophet Isaiah declared the power 
of the Lamb of God to save us from our sins:  
 

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4 - 5). 
 

Make the Lord Jesus Christ your Lamb! 

You will know this power of salvation in your life the moment you believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ by calling on Him in prayer to be your Saviour —Your 
Lamb! 
In prayer, confess that you have sinned, call on the Lord to cleanse you from 
your sins offering to consecrate your life to only serve Him as your Lord and 
Saviour. 
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