
Newsletter - June 2022 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively send 
an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. We would love to 
meet you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents 
with infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service 
for high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

There are a number of jobs available 
at Hammond Care for care workers.  
Community care worker roles are 
available (local to people's homes) 
and roles in their residential cottages 
at Caulfield. 
Part time and full time available.  If 
interested contact Jo Reed and she  
will connect you to the right people. 

mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au


Martie Schachtner 1 June 

Chris Fourie 3 June 

Luca Aitken 5 June 

Rommie Chapman 8 June 

Thinus du Plessis 11 June 

Pieter Viljoen 14 June 

Annemarie Van Zyl 15 June 

Martin Van Zyl 16 June 

Rhoda Barnard 17 June 

Tanya Crous 24 June 

Karien Bester 25 June 

Christina Susanna Du Toit 27 June 

Lauren Devenish 27 June 

Grietjie Uys 28 June 

Frikkie Kotze 29 June 



Every month we will be adding one of Janette’s poems from her book "Patches of Goodnight" in the 
Newsletter.  If anyone is interested in a copy of the book, it is available from her for $25.00 . 



Session Chair’s monthly update for April 2022 
 
The purpose of this update each month is to keep everyone abreast of all the ministries and activities 
taking place among our church family.  If there are additional things you would like to share, that would 
be great! - please drop an email to Michelle. 
 
CHRIS 
Training and Equipping 
During the month, Chris continued training the deacons through the “Faith Working through Love” 
Course, and our elders and pastoral carers through “Gospel Centred Counselling”. 
Chris also planned out training for growth group leaders with Peter Williams and planned out training 
for our upcoming Cornerstone Christianity course. 
He attended a Research Seminar at the Melbourne school of Theology 
 
Pastoral Care 
Chris provided pastoral visits to 11 people, and twice conduced pre-marriage counselling.  He also met 
twice for one on one discipleship and ran/attended a Growth Group twice.  He was also involved in a 
Wedding Rehearsal and Ceremony. 
 
Ministry Development 
Chris met with his ministry mentor and also met with 3 elders for ministry development and coaching.  
He took part in a planning meeting for Super Dash, a Pastoral Care meeting and a Session meeting.  No-
tably, he also prepared for and presented at our Church AGM. 
 
Classis/Denominational involvement 
Chris took part in a Classis meeting in preparation for Synod.  And, of course he attended the week-long 
Synod on behalf of WPCRC, which ran from 9am to 9pm each day. 
Following Synod, Chris has been appointed to the Reformed Churches Youth Committee, and to the 
committee looking at our form for baptism.  
 
Other 
Chris was on a much-needed holiday from 18th – 25th of April. 
And, of course, with the Easter service this month, he prepared an additional sermon.  The time re-
quired to prepare sermons of such high quality should not be underestimated. 
 
DEACONS 
The deacons’ finances continue to be adequately healthy. 
The deacons are still supporting some congregation members. 
The Dining room mission continues to go well. 
Overall, the deacons appreciate both the practical and financial support of the congregation. 
 



Facilities Management 
Dean is thankful that we now have a team for facilities management.  This team continues to do minor 
repairs and is looking forward to the progress that can be made during the working bee on 28th May. 
 
KIDS HOPE 
Dale has finished training for the co-ordinator position of Kids’ Hope and he is working with Ené to tran-
sition into the role. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS 
This group is going well, with two new attendees. 
They had a social gathering on a Saturday early in May and are planning a getaway for the Queen’s 
Birthday long weekend in June. 
 
CHILDRENS MINISTRY 
The team apologizes that the holiday program did not go according to plan.  However, they are very 
grateful that all volunteer positions have been filled for this term. 
 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
This ministry is running along well.  The team is grateful for the volunteers that have come on board to 
share the workload. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
The team and leaders had a heavy workload through the Easter services and into Selah in early May, 
with extended rehearsals and extra planning for these special events.  That the musical contribution 
went so well was gratifying to the whole team and hopefully was uplifting to the congregation. 
 
The team continues to be short of especially instrumentalists, particularly with Rachel away from the 
piano for a time.  Some additional singers have joined but more are always welcome. 
 
SESSION 
It is especially gratifying to see the Lord adding to our numbers with new members and visitors.  We 
look forward to seeing him continue to work among us through this.  In-person attendance at worship 
services is also picking up gradually, but online broadcasts will continue permanently and our online 
reach is growing. 
 
As you are aware, we held the covid-delayed AGM during the month. 
Financially, the church’s position is sound for the moment.  Although offerings are lower than planned, 
so have been expenses during covid – but that will not continue to be the case, and the 2022-23 budget 
will propose a lift in offerings.  Second offerings have returned to pre-covid levels.  The topic of offerings 
as a form of worship was discussed at length and it was decided to seek the congregation’s input – as 
you will have seen. 
 
The new arrangements for the newsletter were proposed, discussed and agreed. 
Various aspects of our worship services are discussed each month. 
The Church Camp planning is underway, with a team of 4 people working with Chris on it. 
 
 
Many thanks for Michelle’s help in gathering the information for this report. 
Peter Williams 



Session Chair’s monthly update for May 2022 
 
CHRIS 
Training and Equipping: 
Chris continued training our elders and pastoral carersr in “Gospel Centred Counselling”. 
He also had meetings with Craig from the Vine Project, and with the Discipleship Pastor at Syndal Bap-
tist Church 
 
Pastoral Care: 
Chris conducted pastoral visits  with 5 people and took part in a wedding rehearsal and ceremony. 
 
Ministry Development: 
Chris met with his ministry mentor, Pieter Tuit.  He also met with Chris from the Bible League who will 
be sharing at our Church in the coming month. 
He also led our monthly Pastoral Care meeting and took part in our Session meeting. 
 
Classis/Denominational involvement: 
The big activity of the month was attendance at the Christian Reformed Churches of Australia triennial 
Synod in Tasmania – from 9am to 9pm each day from 2 to 7 May. 
Chris also preached at Box Hill Christian Reformed Church in a swap with Pastor Isaac Overton. 
Christ has been organising taking youth to the State Youth Service in Geelong on 29 May and he 
attended our denominational RCYC Youth Committee meeting. 
 
Other: 
Unfortunately Chris had to take some sick leave during the month. 
 
DEACONS 
The deacons were unable to meet this month due to illness.  They are continuing to support some con-
gregation members. 
The Dining room mission continues to go well. 
 
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
The team continues to do minor repairs and is looking forward to the progress that can be made during 
the working bee on 28 May. 
 
KIDS HOPE 
This ministry has resumed with meetings with children having begun.  Two children have been met 
face-to-face at school and another two have been met online during the month.  Dale is mentoring a 
new boy at the school. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS 
This group continues to meet regularly, with consistent numbers. 
They also enjoy a social gathering on a Saturday once a month. 
A retreat is being planned for the Queen’s Birthday long weekend in June. 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY / SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Sunday School is doing well, with a program running every Sunday.  Children’s attendance has 
been a little inconsistent due to illness unfortunately. 



 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
The team welcomed Alister Bennie who brings his considerable experience to the team.  Overall the 
ministry is going well but the team is still looking for new people to join, both as singers and instrumen-
talists. 
 
The Selah evening was great success, with all the able-bodied music team members putting in a lot of 
hard work to make the night a success.  It was a shame that there weren’t more members of the con-
gregation attending Selah this month because it was a particularly special and moving night. 
 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
This ministry is running along well.  The team is grateful for the volunteers that have come on board to 
share the workload but more helpers are still required. 
 
SESSION 
The major topic discussed at the Session meeting was the new arrangements for children at the Lords 
Supper, following the decision and guidance received from Synod.  You have received separate commu-
nication on this so I won’t repeat it here. 
 
Synod also updated the list of prescribed and recommended second offerings, which we will adopt 
starting in July for the new financial year.  We will continue to schedule in weeks in which the second 
offering can support the van der Wels and have vacant weeks which can be used to respond to specific 
and short-term needs. 
 
The recipients of the annual Thanksgiving Offering at the end of June (ie end of our financial year) was 
discussed and decided.  The offering will go to the Bible League specifically for their project to send Bi-
bles into the Ukraine.  Displaced Christians there are in need of Bibles and many Ukrainians are wanting 
to look into the Bible once more or for the first time.  The Bible League will be presenting at our service 
on 19 June and the Thanksgiving Offering will therefore be taken up on that day rather than on 26 June. 
 
The topic of offerings as a form of worship was discussed once more and feedback from the congrega-
tion is being received at present. 
 
The new newsletter arrangements were reviewed and finalized, and as you are reading they are now in 
place.  Feedback is always welcomed because things can be changed and improved over time. 
 
As I said last month, it is particularly gratifying to see the Lord adding to our numbers with new mem-
bers and visitors.  We look forward to seeing him continue to work among us through this.  In-person 
attendance at worship services is also picking up gradually, but online broadcasts will continue perma-
nently and our online reach is growing. 
 
Martin presented an early draft of the budget for the new financial year which Session discussed. 
 
The Church Camp planning is underway, with a team of 4 people working with Chris on it. 
 
 
Many thanks, as always, for Michelle’s help in gathering the information for this report. 
Peter Williams 









A big thankyou to all those who responded to our email last week regarding the Cornerstone Christiani-

ty Course that we will be holding at Church for 3 weeks starting Sunday 5th June at 7.30pm. 

We are also excited to let you know that there are some people from the community who have regis-

tered and it would be great if we could have more congregation members come to support and encour-

age them.  

So if you missed last weeks email please find the details below. 

COST: FREE! 

Who can come? Anyone who wants to grow in these fundamental Christian skills. 

Over three nights we are going to delve deep into the three parts of the Christian experience we often 

find most difficult. 

Has your Bible Reading ever felt difficult or pointless? Has your prayer life ever felt dry or fruitless? 

Have you ever found yourself at a loss as to how to support your church community? Then come along 

to Cornerstone Christianity - A 3 week course to get your foundations right! 

In week 1 we will be exploring how to fruitfully study scripture in a way that satisfies the cravings of 

your soul. We will give you a framework to fit every Bible story into, which will help you see how any 

Bible story ultimately points toward Jesus, and then what it means for your life today.  

In week 2 we will be diving into live giving prayer. We will be looking at how scripture gives us live giv-

ing models for prayer: prayers of adoration, prayers of intercession, prayers for spiritual warfare. These 

prayers liven up your prayer life so far beyond the cosmic shopping list! 

In our final week we will exploring how we might best serve and raise up those around us. God has put 

us into Christian community to support each other and raise each other up. Sometimes this means 

helping supporting others in their pastoral needs, sometimes it means helping keep others accountable 

with purposeful spiritual conversations. Do you have the skills to do this? Or do you simply need a re-

fresher in how to do this well? Come along to grow in supporting your church community. 

Please register here and fill in your details, so we can prepare enough resources beforehand. 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/form/88959035-c01a-42d1-bb55-dc6c7c18f54e


 

 

 

Our Church Camp has been booked for the weekend of September 9th – 11th 2022. 

You can check it out by going to the following website.   https://www.araluencamp.com.au/ 

 

As a church council we want to stress how important we think this church camp will be for building 
relationships within our church community - so you really don’t want to miss out on this opportuni-
ty! 

As a family united by Our Lord we need each other. 

The campsite has a range of different accommodation options available, some with double beds, 
some with bunk beds. We will allocate families to the rooms as best we can to make sure everyone 
is comfortable. All the food will be provided by the campsite which leaves us free to enjoy each oth-
er's company. 

The camp has a games room, beach volleyball court, a playground with trampoline for the little 
ones, sports oval and more. There will be relationship building activities places to have a catch-up 
coffee and we will also be having all our meals together.  

We want to make it as affordable for everyone as we can, and so we will be subsidising part of the 
camp cost.  

What do we need? 

1. Please come - This is about us being together as a Church family,  

2. Volunteers. - To help with planning. This will probably take 2 hours each month with a few hours 
extra here and there as needed. 

3: Sponsorship - Please pray about this, and if you feel God is calling you to contribute financially to 
the camp you can do so in one of two ways:  

Via the special fundraiser button on our website. Simply go to https://wpcrc.org.au/give and click 
on the “Give to Camp Fundraiser”. Enter your amount and details and you are all done.  

1. Make a bank transfer to the church bank account and put “Camp” as the reference. The bank de-
tails are as follows: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356. 

As always, if you have any questions, please let me know either on 0423 889 913 or 
via pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

Blessings 

Chris P 

https://www.araluencamp.com.au/
https://wpcrc.org.au/give
mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au


June Coffee Roster 









Every month we will include a recipe, 

ideally supplied by the congregation.  

We have kicked it off this month, but 

feel free to share your yummy recipes 

with us, so we can include them in the 

upcoming newsletters.  Email them to: 

newsletter @wpcrc.org.au 

 





1. The Story of Creation 
Look back in time at how God cre-
ated the world in six days. 

Origin 
The Old Testament; Book of Gene-
sis, Chapter One. 

Story 
In the beginning, there was noth-
ing; everything was formless, and 
darkness covered the surface of 
everything. Only God existed. One 
day, God commanded that there 
should be light, and the light was 
created. On the first day of crea-
tion, God made night and day. On 
the second day, God created the 
sky to separate the waters. 
On the third day, the creation of land and sea took place. He also commanded that the land produce 
vegetation and seed-bearing plants, and that they must all multiply according to their own kind. On the 
fourth day, God created the sun, the moon and the stars, in order to serve as markers for the day, the 
night, the years, and the sacred times. On the fifth day, God created all the living creatures in the sea 
and the air, and commanded that they should multiply according to their own kinds. 
On the sixth day, the creation of all the land animals was done, and he commanded them all to go forth 
and multiply across the earth, according to their own kind. Then, he formed man out of the dust of the 
earth and breathed life into him. From the rib of the man, he created the woman, and he gave man and 
woman authority over all the earth. 
God was pleased by all that He created, and on the seventh day, God rested. 

Moral 
God is all-powerful and created all that exists. 



The following was published in a newsletter from August 2011  



Some more ‘Signs of the Times’. 



PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 
 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069  808 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 
 

Adri Bennie 

0425 727 949 

 
 

Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
 

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

 
Friday Nights Parent Group (In person) 

Contact: Neil Bester 
neil_bester@yahoo.com 

0429 569 149  
and Martin Van der Merwe 

martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com 
0458 908 148  

       GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Monday Nights (currently online) 
Contact Peter Williams 

pw4@live.com.au 
0431 500 006 

 
Monday Nights (online) 

Contact Lynette Pretorius 
pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 

0423 889 912 
 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 

  
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Adri Bennie 

physio.pretorius@gmail.com 
0425 727 949 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
mailto:neil_bester@yahoo.com
mailto:martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
mailto:physio.pretorius@gmail.com


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

 

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Sarah Pretorius 

0409 221 277  

 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Dale Reed 

0412 216 300  

 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Youth Pastor 

Position vacant 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Growth Groups 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808  

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

