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P R O G R A M  

 
Opening Remarks 

 The Very Rev’d M. Ansley Tucker, Dean and Rector of Christ Church Cathedral 
 

Guest Speaker 
Dr. Alan Batten, astronomer 

 
The Planets, op. 32 Gustav Holst 
 I.  Mars, the Bringer of War (1874–1934) 
 II.  Venus, the Bringer of Peace Arranged by Peter Sykes 
 III.  Mercury, the Winged Messenger 
 IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity 
 V. Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age 
 VI. Uranus, the Magician 
 VII. Neptune, the Mystic* 

 
Mark McDonald, organist  

Donald Hunt, second organist 
Robert Fraser, choir conductor 

 
The Choirs of Christ Church Cathedral  

Donald Hunt, director of music 
 

The Choristers of the Anglican Church of St John the Divine 
David Stratkauskas, director of music 

 
 

*There will be a brief pause before this movement as the choir assembles 
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Organist and harpsichordist Mark McDonald is recognized for his sensitive interpretations 
of a wide range of repertoire and styles from early music to the avant garde. 
 
He holds degrees and diplomas in organ and harpsichord performance from McGill 
University, Queen’s University and the University of the Arts Bremen. His teachers have 
included David Cameron, Hans Davidsson, Hans-Ola Ericsson, Hank Knox, John Grew and 
Harald Vogel. He has taught courses in theory and musicianship at the Schulich School of 
Music at McGill University, the McGill Conservatory, and in church music history the 
Montreal Diocesan Theological College. He was lead faculty and administrator of the McGill 
Student Organ Academy and the RCCO Student Organ Academy and he has served on the 
administration of the Lynnwood Farnam Organ Competition and the highly acclaimed 
Canadian International Organ Competition. 
 
Spending many of his formative years as a musician in Montreal, Mark has held positions at 
the Church of St. James the Apostle, Christ Church Cathedral, St. James United Church and 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom. He moved to the west coast of Canada in 2019 to serve as 
the Assistant Director of Music at Victoria’s Christ Church Cathedral and in 2021 was 
appointed Instructor of Organ at the University of VIctoria. 
 
 
 
Dr. Alan Batten was born in Britain in 1933 and educated at Wolverhampton Grammar 
School and the Universities of St Andrews and Manchester. He came to Canada in 1959 on a 
post-doctoral fellowship at the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory in Victoria and was 
later invited to join the permanent staff and worked there for over half a century. Having 
learned to ring in Britain, he was delighted, on his first evening in Victoria, to hear the 
Cathedral bells and promptly joined the team. He has now been ringing those bells for over 
60 years (not continuously!).  
 
He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 1977, and served as a Vice-
President of the International Astronomical Union from 1985 to 1991. He has also served as 
President of both the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada and the Canadian Astronomical 
Society. In addition to over 200 professional papers published during his career, he has 
written three books, the most recent being Our Enigmatic Universe: One Astronomer’s 
reflections on the Human Condition, published in 2011. In retirement he worked with 
astronomers in developing countries, and has continued to work on the history of 
astronomy and the relations of science and religion.   
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TO N I G H T ’S  F E AT U R E D  C A U S E  
 
Tonight, we highlight the work of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
persistent refugee crises in our world may not seem related to the cause for climate justice - 
which we normally associate with the material abuse of nature. 
 
Yet few things consume and despoil more of nature and her resources than wars and other 
manias for conquest. The targeting of peoples and cultures - often to seize or control their 
resources - often disrupts or erases ways of life more attuned to nature. Refugees in these 
exploited and ravaged regions are also among the most vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change.  
 
In a world where everything connects, these things must be addressed together, and the 
UNHCR is well positioned to use our support. 
 
Learn more about the UNHCR, visit unhcr.org 
 
Donations can also be made to the project through our donation kiosk by the main 
entrance. 
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A R T A N D  E X H I B I T S  I N  T H E  C AT H E D R A L  
 

RANDE COOK’S “MOTHER TREE” 
 
Visit the Chapel of Reconciliation (southwest corner of the cathedral) tonight to view Rande 
Cook’s “Mother Tree” which is being exhibited here all this week. Read more about the 
carving below. 
 

About Rande Cook’s “Mother Tree”  
Bridging the past with the modern, where ecology meets form. The understanding of 
Kwakwaka’wakw culture with understanding all living ecosystems and the life that has been 
forming for thousands of years within the forests. Roots network systems passing 
information from tree to tree creates a living energy force that feeds the world we know 
from above. Traditionally this energy is known as spiritual or supernatural. The green 
formline ties this living ecosystem together between all living things from beneath the soil 
and the plants we see growing above. The raw Siena colour is the soil, we dance on this soil 
barefoot to be as close as we can to this living energy/force, Mother Earth. The ochre is 
symbolic in purifying and protecting children and preparing one for death as the circle of life. 
The face is this spirit, that draws on all the nutrients from below and passes it to the plants 
and trees above.  
 

THE EARTH SONGS BANNERS: ELEMENTS OF CREATION 
 
Near the front of the cathedral are four banners symbolising the elements: Earth, Air, Fire, 
and Water. These beautiful pieces are on loan to the cathedral by the parishes of St Peters 
and Christ Church in Calgary. You can read more about the story of these banners on the 
information placard by the pulpit.  
 

LEARN ABOUT THE ORGAN WITH THE ORGELKIT! 
 
Near the entrance of the cathedral, check out the Orgelkit: a fully functional miniature organ 
designed to teach people of all ages about how the pipe organ works. Talk to one of our 
organ experts or try out the organ for yourself! The Orgelkit exhibit is open before and after 
the concert. With thanks to the Royal Canadian College of Organists Victoria Centre for 
providing the Orgelkit and setting up the exhibit. 
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P R E S E N T I N G  PA R T N E R S  
 

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL ORGAN COMPETITION 
 
Founded in 2007 in Montreal, the Canadian International Organ 
Competition is the world’s premiere organ playing competition, 
attracting competitors from all over the world and offering the largest 
prizes of any international organ competition. In addition to their 
competitions held in Montreal every three years, the CIOC takes an 
active role in promoting organ music across Canada.  
 

Learn more about the CIOC at ciocm.org  

 
THE GAIL O’RIORDAN CLIMATE AND THE ARTS LEGACY FUND 

 
Named in memory of cellist Gail O’Riordan, the Climate and the Arts 
Legacy Fund at the Victoria Foundation works with arts organizations 
to shine light on climate issues and solutions with initiatives designed 
to educate, inspire, and motivate change. We are grateful for the 
generous support we have received from the fund to mount the Earth 
Songs project here at the cathedral.  

 
Learn more about the fund and their other initiatives at climateandthearts.org 
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Scan the QR code for concert info, 

news, leaflets, and more  

 

U P C O M I N G  M U S I C A L E V E N T S  
Full details and more event listings at www.christchurchcathedral.bc.ca 

 
VICTORIA PHILHARMONIC CHOIR: ROSSINI’S PETITE MESSE 
SOLENNELLE 
Saturday June 11, 7.30 pm 
Tickets: $25 reg. / $10 student / Free for child under 13  
Full details at vpchoir.ca 
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