
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

Pastor’s Message 
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This month, I’d like to express my gratitude for the 
many people who have showered us with love and 
support around our daughter’s birth—especially 5 
weeks ahead of schedule! Stephanie and I have 
reflected many times on how blessed we are to be 
surrounded by such a great community. I have had a 
lot of time to think while I have sat with (and 
snuggled) Ada both in the hospital and at home, and 
these are a few of the things that I’ve been 
reflecting upon: 

 

• We talk an awful lot about the importance of showing kindness and love to others, but almost 
 never about the importance of receiving kindness. Whether it’s in the form of baby showers, meals 
 showing up on the doorstep, a mysteriously mown lawn, or even simply the many offers of help with 
 errands or supplies, I’ve come to realize how incredibly blessed it is to receive people’s gifts and to 
 be a party to others being able to show love. It is both rewarding and humbling to experience such 
 an outpouring of love; it reminds me not only how fortunate we are, but how unable we are to love 
 one another without being loved ourselves. Or, as St. John puts it, “We love because God first loved 
 us.”  

• Both Steph and I are aware of just how amazingly fortunate we are that we both had the ability to 
 drop everything and spend 10 solid days in the hospital with Ada, not to mention being able to have 
 time at home with her afterwards. It was very clear that not all of our friends in the NICU had 
 parents who could take that same time to be with their little ones. We are also aware of how many 
 people in our community and our country are unable to take time away from work and other 
 responsibilities to bond with and care for a new person. We have a shocking amount of privilege in 
 that regard. I’m grateful for everyone who has extended that privilege to us, but also wondering how 
 I might spend that privilege to make the world a better place. I think it starts with loving my daughter 
 as much and as hard as I am able with the time I’ve been given; but I also think it doesn’t stop there. 

• The weekend Ada was born was shaping up to be a long one. I had many responsibilities to fulfill and 
 a lot of work waiting for me back at the church office on Tuesday. I was on track to work a 50-hour 
 week that week. Then, Ada arrived, and I dropped everything to be there for my family. And the 
 church was fine. It’s a good reminder to me (and, I hope, to all of us) that this congregation and the  

Stephanie, Pastor Seth and Ada 

http://elca.org/
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 ministry we do together are a gift, not a burden. God calls us to these things for our mutual benefit. 
 As John Barelli once wisely told me, “If you’re not having fun, you’re not doing it right.” Everyone 
 here are volunteers, with lives and stories outside of this place. That means that the work we do isn’t 
 always done quickly or cleanly or professionally—but that’s okay. Our goal is not efficiency or 
 efficacy, but love. I really believe that “love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8)--that as long as 
 we are focused on always growing in love, we will accomplish exactly what we need to. 

 

Thank you all for your love and support in this time. Ada, Stephanie and I are all doing wonderfully (apart from 
a little sleep deprivation), and couldn’t be happier. We are excited to share our joy with you and to introduce 
you to Ada in person when we can do so safely, and I am deeply enjoying both my new parenthood as well as 
the new ways that God is revealing 
Themself to me in the lessons and 
challenges of being a dad. I look forward 
to sharing that journey with you all. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pr. Seth, Stephanie and Ada. 

Beginning this month, you will see a couple new faces around Agnus Dei—
and a trailer! Our congregation is hosting a woman named Elida and her 
son Manuelito for a few months while they work toward finding a 
permanent residence. Elida works as a housekeeper and nanny, and is also 
an accomplished gardener. Manuelito is a student at Kopachuck Middle 
School, just finishing 7th grade. He loves history and computer games. 
 

During the COVID shutdown, Elida became the sole breadwinner for her 
family. Then, just this year, their landlord informed them that he was selling their house. With no place to go and very 
little money to afford rent, this has left them in a tight spot. Agnus Dei member Joanna Stuen has known and worked 
with Elida for several years. When she learned of Elida’s situation, she was able to get them a trailer to live in and 
wondered if our congregation could help out by providing a safe place for Elida and Manuelito to park it. 
 

Housing insecurity is a real and growing problem not just in Seattle or Tacoma, but also in Gig Harbor. Many more 
people are finding themselves in positions like Elida and Manuelito’s, without a home or a safe place to stay. The good 
news is that programs like this that allow people a short-term place to park while they get back on their feet have a 
much higher success rate in helping folks find housing than homeless shelters. Elida and Manuelito already have a few 
dedicated advocates working with them to help them succeed, including Joanna. Agnus Dei is proud to be able to share 
the gifts we have at our disposal (in this case, real estate) to help support them through this transition, as well. 
 

Our congregation’s leadership has spent a lot of time working to make sure that this can be a positive experience not 
only for Elida and Manuelito, but also for the congregation. We’ve signed an agreement with them for a 6 month trial-
period, which can be extended if there is a need. We are also excited to invite and include them in the programs that 
we have happening at the church. If you see them around, please introduce yourself and welcome them as our 
neighbors!  
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Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email  pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  
In an emergency, you can reach Pastor Seth at 253-448-3481. 

 
BABY SHOWER (New Date) 

 
All are invited to a Baby Shower for Pastor Seth, 
Stephanie and Ada! 

June 5, 11:15-1:30 
See the invitation details on the Events page of 
our church website or call the church office at 
253-851-6222. 

Online RSVP       Online Registry 

 Beginning May 29, Memorial Day Weekend  

through September 4, Labor Day Weekend 

We will have one hybrid* service only  

on Sundays at 10:00 am 

* Hybrid is both in-person and livestream 

New Phone System at ADLC 

If you call the church office you will immediately notice something different. We 
now have a new phone system that is internet based. It has updated features that 
our old system didn’t have such as Auto Attendant, Caller ID and other capabilities; 
one of the most notable is separate voice mailboxes for each staff person. The 
greeting you will first hear when you call will ask you to choose to be connected to 
either Cindy, Pastor Seth, Shannon Moore (Little Lambs Preschool Director) or Shari 
Shull. When you make the selection, the phone will ring at that person’s desk, 
allowing them to pick up or give you the opportunity to leave a personal message. This new system has 
already noticeably reduced the amount of spam calls. We appreciate your patience as we transition to the 
new system. 

Grief and Loss Group 
 

Agnus Dei is considering offering a Grief and Loss small group based on the attendance at the recent 
workshops offered by Satya Jaech. Ideally, this would be a group of 8-10 people and would include a short 
educational piece and a discussion following. The model used will be companioning one another in the 
bereavement journey as described by Dr. Alan Wolfelt. If you are interested, please contact Debbie Waite or 
call (253-851-6222) or email the church office (office@agnusdeilutheran.org). 

Who is Debbie Waite? I am a new member of Agnus Dei. I have a M. Ed. In Community Counseling from WSU 
and I have served as a hospice volunteer in Pullman. Most recently, I have assisted Deacon Marj Olason with 
a similar group at First Lutheran Community Church in Port Orchard. I believe the experience of loss is one of 
the most sacred places we encounter in life.  

There’s a new 
thing called Caller 
ID, have you 
heard of it?  

Use the active links on the events page of 
agnusdeilutheran.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeL9hf0csGwTl1K7s1wTbs7lDGTTlupA8jwN74YeuqUkyI5CA/viewform
https://www.babylist.com/baby-freshie
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June Forum Schedule 
Sunday Mornings at 8:30 am 

In-person and on the Zoom Platform (Hybrid) 
 

There are two forums left for this Spring.  They will be held at 8:30 a.m. The dates are June 
5th and 12th.  We will return to last Fall’s discussions with Don Heinz on Matthew 25 
Christianity.  In the Fall, Don began a discussion in Adult Forum of his forthcoming 
book Matthew 25 Christianity: Redeeming Church and Society. He will take this discussion to 
the next level during the first two Sundays in June, 2022.  
  
            He began with a textual study of Mt 25:31-46, Jesus’ story of last judgment with the 
test question: While on earth, did you recognize my presence among the least of these—the 
unhoused, the poor, the sick, the hungry, the imprisoned? He set this into the biblical 
context of God’s obsession with the poor. He moved to the way texts like this can “come true” as individuals and then 
new religious movements bring them to fruition in new times. He proposed that the new understanding of love as 
justice, of a new social gospel, could bring about the redeeming of contemporary American Christianity.  
            In these coming two weeks, he moves us from the church gathered to the church sent, from Word to World, 
gospel to social gospel, to the redemption of American society, to the church sacramentalizing the world as the place 
where God touches down in the Incarnation that is Jesus Christ. We then conclude deliberating the daring question 
whether a Christian social gospel could or should become a social-economic-governmental New Deal. Whether the 
church, now more sure of itself, should enter into dialogue and cooperation with secular reformers who might hint at a 
new left to be welcomed, not a “cultural Marxism” to be rejected.  
            Is it possible, or desirable, for congregations to self-designate as a Matthew 25 Congregation? And to move 
towards a new era of Matthew 25 Christianity as the response the times require, our “Bonhoeffer moment”?  
 
Zoom link for Forum: https://bit.ly/ADLCForum    Or use the link on the Events tab of our church website. 

Agnus Dei Book Group 
Book group will meet in the fellowship hall on June 26th at 11:15 to discuss:  The Stars Are 
Fire by Anita Shreve.  If you are interested in joining us, there is a box with books in the couch 
room that you can check out.  All books are due back to the church by June 26th to be 
returned with the kit to the library.  If you have any questions please contact 
Linda Zehnder or Susan Whitney.  We hope to see all interested readers on June 26th!  

 

 The Council has authorized the Green Team to resupply our kitchen with enough utensils, plates, 
bowls, cups and cloth napkins to furnish an event for up to 80 people.  If you are so inclined, please 
donate money to this project.  We will accept any new or gently used cloth napkins that you have 
available.  For everything else we will purchase items that are of like kind.  Therefore providing 
funds is our need.  You can designate on your giving notice that money is going to this project.  Our 
goal is to only use reusable items going forward for eating events at the church.  There will be a day 
scheduled for anyone interested in learning to use the dishwasher.   

https://bit.ly/ADLCForum
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Summer Choir 
 

Save the dates and join the choir for a Sunday or two this summer!   
 

We will have Summer pick-up Choir on the following dates: 

June 5 (Pentecost Sunday – wear RED), July 17 & August 21 
 

Rehearse in the Sanctuary from 9:15 – 9:45 on Sunday morning to prepare 
music for worship. 

            All are welcome!  Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 

New wine for Holy Communion! 

The wine used for the Eucharist, a gift from the land, was intentionally chosen to preserve the environment and 
to honor the Creator, who gifts us with nourishment for life’s journey. 

The Worship Committee, working together with the Green, Team researched a wine that is produced under 
sustainability practices. These Earth-friendly practices include watershed protection, soil health, low input 
farming, employee and community stewardship and climate resiliency. In other words, environmental 
stewardship, social equity and economic viability. 

There are seven wineries in Washington that are certified by LIVE, the premier sustainability certification for 
wineries and vineyards, which assesses grape sourcing and enology, energy use and greenhouse gas emissions, 
water and materials management and worker health/safety/benefits. 

14 Hands Vineyards of Prosser, WA, is one of those that meets these standards as well as Salmon-Safe 
certification, indicating that the vineyard has taken serious steps to help restore wild salmon habitat. Cover crops 
are planted in order to control run-off within the vineyard and pesticide-free methods are used to control pests 
and weeds. Disease-resistant grape vines reduce the need for sprays. 14 Hands Vineyards have also hosted WSU 
research trials. This winery has been selected for the wine we will be using.  
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    News From Our Community Outreach Team 
 
What happened in May? 

 
May Outreach– A Diaper Derby! 
ADLC partnered with the Kiwanis Club of Gig Harbor in a competitive “race” for 
organizations and groups to collect disposable diapers & baby wipes to support Baby 
Corner’s West Sound Hub in Bremerton. The count as of May 26: 2,516 diapers and 4,228 
wipes have been collected. Also, as of May 26th, our horse, “Swift Water”, is in second place 
in the derby. We received a note from Bob Maynard of the Baby Corner; they’ve been thrilled 

with the donations from Agnus Dei. Thank you! 

 

June Outreach– Our Focus for This Month 

Tacoma Rescue Mission 
The Tacoma Rescue Mission is undergoing a much-needed upgrade to their kitchen; they are 
installing new stoves, ovens, refrigerators, and freezers.  During this update time they are unable to 
cook meals for those that they serve. 
 
Local restaurants are providing dinners and churches and other organizations are providing sack breakfasts and 
lunches.  At the end of June, we will be taking a turn by providing 200 sack lunches for one day. 
 
We will use cash donations and Thrivent grant dollars to purchase meat and cheese.  We are also in need of the 
following items to complete the lunches; bread, peanut butter, jam/jelly, individual bags of chips, individual 
packages of cookies, and bottled water. 
 
Please have all donations to the church by Sunday, June 26th.  If you would like to help assemble the lunches let 
Debbie Snowden know. The date for assembly is Wednesday, June 29, at 11:30 am in our church kitchen. 

 
Food Backpacks 4 Kids, We Are the Tortilla Church 

As you may know, our church has taken on a new roll as the monthly provider of tortillas! This involves 
purchasing and delivering approximately 1,000 tortillas to the facility, twice a month!  Many of the families 
served by this organization are Latino and tortillas are a mainstay in their diet. We want to thank everyone who 
has continued to offer financial support, especially now, as food prices continue to rise and one in ten families 
in this country struggle to feed their families.  

A 
Note on the Orange Banner 
The orange banner hanging in the sanctuary is being displayed as a sign of solidarity with our 

Indigenous neighbors, who are mourning the discovery of mass graves at residential schools in Canada 

and the US. We grieve with them and acknowledge the part the Church has played in their suffering. 

The banner will hang for 225 days in memory of the children who died.  

Many thanks from our Agnus Dei Community Outreach Committee 
Phyllis, Debbie, Charlene, Ann, Jerry, Sheryl, Ronnie, Linda R and Linda Z 

 

Little Lambs Preschool, A Mission of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 
 Little Lambs is quickly winding down to the end of their program year.  The end of the school 
year has been extended for a week to make up for some days lost due to COVID. The celebratory last 
day picnic will be on June 9th. Enrollment for the 2022-23 school year has been going great—in fact 
we have a wait list for our 2 ½ program, enabling us to open a second class, our 4/5’s class is full and 
our other classes are filling up so if you have a preschooler interested in our program please send them our way ASAP! 
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We Celebrate... 
JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

 1 David Dukes 

 3   Katy Peterson, Christina Iversen, 
 Andrew Leacy 

 4 Amy Mabe 

 6 Masaharu Ano, Pat Kuest    

 7 Nathan Page 

 9 Emily Beloate 

10 Dick Brandt 

12 Doug Hettinger 

16 Laura Nation, Marilyn Hermstad, 
 Alex Mabe 

17 Frank Witt, Maggie Rodgers 

21 Matthew Carlson, Lynne Zematis 

22 Judy Baerg, Eleanor Hosa, Henry 
 Hosa 

23 Barb Ausich 

24 Keith Eilers, Anikka Abbott 

27 Kennedy Brueckner 

28 Dick Brentin, Pat Damron 

29  Sonja Miller, Rebecca Crow, Greg 
 Jackson 

 

JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES 

4 Matt and Pat Humlie 

6 Mary Beth Harrison and Doug Het-
tinger 

7 Ellis and Ann Rousseau 

11   Lyle and Sonja Miller 

15 Keith and Ginny Eilers 

16 Dick and Judy Baerg, Dick and 
 Martia Ohme 

21 Katrina Hay and Zachary Wiren, 
Sheryl and Ralph Costanzo, Phil 
and Debbie Waite 

22  Jim and Linda Ribary 

24 Stephen and Heidi Giles 

25   Brett and Kari Oliver 

26 Don and Carolyn Heinz 

28  Terrence and Sarah Lofgreen 

29 Robert and Marlene Bridgforth  

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Julie and Loren Bell 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Richard and Marilyn 
Hermstad 

 Connie Hummel 

 Ardith Johnson 

 Martha Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

*      Sonja Miller 

 George Mitchell 

 Toni Ortenzo 

 Michi Ouichi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Anne Sapp 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 
 
In their Grief 
Eunice Werner as she mourns the death of Dick 
 
Jim and Linda Ribary as they mourn the death of Jim’s 
brother, Fritz 

 

Congratulations! 

To  Dick and 
Lynette 
Brentin, their 

family has grown once again! 
Great-grandchild number five 
was born on May 12 to parents 
Kevin and Bre, and his big sister 
Kora. As Lynette says, he came 
almost full grown at 10 lbs, 1 oz 
and 22 inches long. Welcome to 
the world Krew William! 

 

Congratulations! 
To Pastor Seth and 
Stephanie as they 
welcome baby Ada Weslie 
to their family and to our 
Agnus Dei family of faith. 

Ada unexpectedly arrived 
on May 14, five weeks early. After 11 days in the 
NICU she is now at home and doing well. Her parents 
describe her as “just over 6 pounds of awesomeness 
packed into 18 inches of feisty human.”  Welcome 
Ada Weslie! 
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Kids Night Out 
June 17, Join the Fun! 

These photos were taken at the last Kids Night Out event in May. This is a 
repeating monthly event on the third Friday. The next Kids Night Out is 
scheduled for Friday, June 17, from 6 to 8 pm. The 
event will continue through the summer. This fun 
evening is planned for kids ages 4-12 to play at the 
church while their parents have a couple of hours to 
themselves. Games, crafts and snacks are included. 
Thank you to the volunteers in May: Rob Powers, 
Linda Ribary, Susan Whitney, Denny Sapp, Ghita 
Lorenz, and Bruce and Shari Shull. If you would like to 
help with this event please contact Denny Sapp. If you 
have a child who would like to come, the registration 
link will be included in the Thursday emails for each of 
the two weeks prior to the event.  

Junior & Senior High Youth Night  Next Meeting June 5 at 6:30 pm 

Four churches (Agnus Dei, Fox Island United Church of Christ, Gig Harbor Methodist and St. John’s Episcopal) are 
hosting monthly youth gatherings. We meet at Agnus Dei Lutheran on the first Sunday of each month, from 6:30 – 8pm. 
We host separate, but concurrent groups for Middle Schoolers, High Schoolers and Parents, followed by (delicious) 
snacks and drinks. 

The content of the different groups varies, but all will enjoy a combination of socializing, games and worthwhile 
conversation about what it means to live authentic and meaningful lives as God would call us – especially in the turmoil 
of this world we’re living in.  

By next school year we hope to grow this into a weekly group with a jointly funded youth minister. But for the 
remainder of this school year, the groups will be led by pastors and volunteers from the sponsoring congregations. 

It is an understood value of these gatherings that they are a safe and affirming environment for LGBTQ youth. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Seth. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday, June 12 
If you have a member of your family graduating this spring we would love to celebrate them in worship 
on Sunday, June 12. Traditionally we gift our graduation high school seniors with a special afghan made 
by our prayer shawl knitters. We also include announcements of college and graduate school graduates. 
Please let us know if this applies to someone in your family. 
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Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed in all areas  

and training is readily available.  
The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 

Lynette Brentin—Ushers and Greeters 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 

Shari Shull—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors 

Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 
Please contact the office or call these folks directly if you are willing to serve.  
Flowers for worship are needed as well. The sign-up sheet is posted in the hallway across from the 
nametag board. Two of the Sundays in June are blank at this time. 

Important reminders for In-person gatherings 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products make some people sick, 
especially those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical conditions. We ask our entire community 
to be mindful of this and refrain from using perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
As a sign of hospitality to visitors, please remember to wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, 
please call or email the church office or leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

Serving in Worship, June 

 

 

Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream Team/ 

Sound 
Ushers/ 
Greeters 

Flowers 

June 5 10:00 AM 
Kathy Higgins 

Kimberly 
Morgan 

Bob 
Beals 

Charlene 
Franz 

Mike Snowden 
Don & Sharon 

Krump 
Cindy & Bob 

Beals 

June 12 10:00 AM 
Joy McCraw 

Sheryl 
Costanza 

Ashley 
Ortenzo 

Lynne 
Zematis 

Bob 
Beals 

Dick & Martia 
Ohme 

 

June 19 10:00 AM 
Suzanne 
Shema 

Rebecca Crow 

Bruce 
Shull 

Audrey 
Bakke 

Don 
Krump 

Rebecca 
Crow 

Cindy & Bob 
Beals 

June 26 10:00 AM 
Sue Lubash 

Marlene 
Bridgforth 

Kathy 
Gemar 

Dave & Mary 
Marquardt 

Bob 
Nussbaum 

Larry & Jerry 
Mjelde 
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All hybrid services are left on Agnus Dei’s YouTube channel for viewing at any time after the service.  

Hybrid: In-person and Online 

 

 

 8:30am 

 8:30am 

Newsletter 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

 

Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Denny Sapp 

Congregational Vice President: Lynette Brentin 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Julie Bell 

Faith Community Nurse: Position Open 

Faith Community Nurse: Position Open 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Deb Brueckner, Marilyn Colyar, 
Charlene Franz, Gene Kuest, Bob Nussbaum, Dick Ohme, Linda Ribary, 
Denny Sapp, Sherry Stava, Susan Whitney  
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Margaret Duncan, Nancy Johnson, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko 
Park, Rob Powers  

 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


