
Worship Outline 

Pentecost Sunday 

June 5, 2022 
 
Welcome and land acknowledgement  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering Words  

Vibrant God, Alive God,  

God of visions and dreams,  

God of tenderness,  

God of sustaining connections,  

God of birdsong and whale song,  

God of dance, laughter, art, and play:  

Pour your Spirit of Life upon us,  

That in our gathering we might live the joy of Holy Relationship.  

 

Opening Prayer  

Passionate spirit, we have witnessed too much destruction and felt too much grief to devote ourselves to systems 

that betray thriving. Enliven our imaginations and awaken our senses to your creative presence, that we might 

be architects of communities that serve your life-giving ways.  Amen.  

 

Hymn:    MV 145  “Draw the Circle Wide”  

 

Theme Time:  Why membership? 

 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21 The Spirit comes on the day of Pentecost  

   John 14:8-17 God will send you the Spirit of truth 

 

Reflection:  with our new members and friends  

 

[Membership liturgy and officially receiving our new members and transfers] 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, we hear:  

there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there 

are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 

to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 

the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 

these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

The Church is a community of people with varied gifts, united by the Holy Spirit.  We gather to celebrate God’s 

presence, to discern Spirit’s truth, and to follow the way of Jesus.  By our baptism we are made members of 

Christ’s church.  We exercise this membership in the community, and tradition, we choose.  Today you are 

choosing the United Church of Canada, and Brechin United Church is here to welcome you.  

 

Rob Russell:  

On behalf of Brechin United Church, I present the following people whom we welcome into the membership of 

this community of faith:  

 

 



 

Gloria Le Gal  

Brian Pankratz  

I present Bonnie Haapala, who is joining us by Transfer of Membership.  

 

Gloria, will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in creation, love and 

serve others, seek justice and resist evil?  

Gloria:  I will, with God’s help.  

 

Brian, will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in creation, love and 

serve others, seek justice and resist evil? 

Brian:  I will, with God’s help.  

 

Bonnie, will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in creation, love and 

serve others, seek justice and resist evil?  

Bonnie:  I will, with God’s help.  

 

To congregation:  Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.  Let us offer Gloria, Brian and Bonnie our 

support and care:  

Beloved community of Brechin United Church.  Do you, as siblings in Christ, promise to rejoice in every 

member’s gifts, pledge your love and support, and with God's help continue living out the ministry of this 

congregation and of Christ's Church?   We Will, with God's help 

 

Gloria, Brian and Bonnie, welcome, once again!  We give thanks to God for your witness among us.  You are 

blessed, and you are blessing.  

Let’s celebrate by singing together a hymn that our membership and friends folks selected, “Let us Build A 

House” 

 

Hymn:    MV 1  “Let Us Build A House”  

 

Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn:   “Service Song – Offering”  (Klusmeier)  

 

Prayers of Confession and Reconciliation  

 

Passing the Peace  

 

Communion Hymn:   VU 460  “All Who Hunger” 

 

In the sacrament of communion, the ordinary things of life —water, bread, wine, crackers and grapes— point 

beyond themselves to God and God’s love, teaching us to be alert to the sacred in the midst of life.  

This is not the table of Sands Funeral Chapel, or Brechin United Church, or the United Church of Canada, or 

the worldwide church.  It is Christ’s table, and all are welcome at the table.  Invited to the table where none 

shall go hungry, we gather as Christ’s guests and friends.  

 
We offer worship as an outpouring of gratitude and awe  

as a practice of opening ourselves to God’s still, small voice of comfort 

and to God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge.  

Through word, music, art, and sacrament, in community and in solitude,  

God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world.  We gather with trust.  

 

 

 



 

Let us pray, 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

Creative and self-giving,  

generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe.  

Nothing exists that does not find its source in you.  

From the beginning your Spirit has swept over the face of creation, 

animating all energy and matter and moving in the human heart.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, we praise you for your love expressed to us through Jesus,  

a man of deep Jewish faith, 

born to a woman in poverty in a time of social upheaval and political oppression.  

He knew human joy and sorrow. 

So filled with the Holy Spirit was he 

that in him people experienced the presence of God among them.  

Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign—  

a commonwealth not of domination  

but of peace, justice, and reconciliation.  

He tended to the sick and fed the hungry.  

He forgave sins and freed those held captive by all manner of demonic powers. 

He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender.  He preached and practised unconditional love—  

love of God, love of neighbour,  

love of friend, love of enemy— 

and he commanded his followers to love one another as he had loved them. 

In response to who Jesus was, we celebrate him as the Word made flesh, 

the one in whom God and humanity are perfectly joined, the transformation of our lives.  

Grateful for your loving action, we cannot keep from offering praise:  

Holy, Holy, Holy Mystery, beyond complete knowledge,  

above perfect description.  

You create the universe and with it the possibility of being and relating.  

You tend the universe,  

mending the broken and reconciling the estranged.  

You enliven the universe,  

guiding all things toward harmony with their Source.  

In the communion meal, we remember Jesus. 

We taste the mystery of God’s great love for us, 

and are renewed in faith and hope.  

Eternal God, we are your good news lived out, a church with purpose: 

faith nurtured and hearts comforted, 

gifts shared for the good of all,  

fierce love in the face of violence, 

human dignity defended, 

members of a community held and inspired by God.  

By becoming flesh in Jesus, God makes all things new.  

The Risen Christ lives today, present to us and the source of our hope.  

We are called together by Christ 

as a community of broken but hopeful believers, in a breaking and hoping world, 

loving what he loved and living what he taught,  

and striving to be faithful servants of God in our time and place. 

 

Make us, who through this meal are renewed in faith and hope,  

witnesses to your divine movements,  

feeding as we have been fed, forgiving as we have been forgiven,  

and loving as we have been loved.  

 



 

 

Divine creation does not cease until all things have found wholeness,  

union, and integration with the common ground of all being. 

As children of the Timeless One, 

our time-bound lives will find completion in the all-embracing Creator. 

In the meantime, we embrace the present, 

embodying hope, loving our enemies, caring for the earth.  

Grateful for God’s loving action, we cannot keep from offering praise. 

Creating and seeking relationship, in awe and trust, 

we witness to Holy Mystery who is Wholly Love.  

Amen.  

 

Now, each in the language of our hearts, let us join in the prayer that Jesus taught:  

Our father, our mother in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name  

Your kindom come,  

Your will be done as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread 

Forgive us our sins  

As we forgive those who sin against us  

Save us from the time of trial  

And deliver us from evil  

For the kindom, the power, and the glory are yours  

Now and for ever. Amen. 

  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God.  

Come, for all is ready.  

Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life.  

Amen.  

Jesus Christ, the Cup of Blessing.  

Amen. 

  

Prayer after Communion  

Ever-present and gracious God, we place our hope in you. 

We look to a life beyond life 

and a future good beyond imagining: 

a new heaven and a new earth, 

the end of sorrow, pain, and tears, 

Christ’s return and life with you, 

the making new of all things. 

We yearn for the coming of that future, 

even while participating in your eternal life now.  Amen. 

 

Benediction:  

May Spirit’s movements be known to you 

this day and always. Let us sing! 

 

Hymn:    MV 23  “Come, O Holy Spirit”  

 

(Gathering Words and Opening Prayer: enfleshed 2022.  Membership and transfer of membership adapted 

from Celebrate God’s Presence.  Communion liturgy adapted by Murray Speer with inclusion of The Song of 

Faith)  


