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-The birth of the Church through the Spirit of God- 

Date:  June 5, 2022 (Day of Pentecost) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 2:1-21; Ps. 104:25-35, 37b; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17. 

2.  Subject:  ecclesiology. 

3.  Topic:  the Church and Pentecost. 

4.  Aim:  educate, challenge. 

5.  Proposition:  “The Spirit, not attendance, makes you a member of the Church.” 

 

RE-BIRTH INTO THE CHURCH 

 

 Today we celebrate the birth of the Church.  It is hard not to trivialize this.  

It’s hard to make this genuinely meaningful.  Once, there was a foolish young 

curate at a cathedral far away from here, who released helium-filled balloons on 

Pentecost Day in 1982.  He mocked the birthday of the Church while trying to be 

trendy and cool.  It’s hard to celebrate the birthday of the Church.   

 

 Today’s circumstances make it even harder.  Outsiders are ready to mock 

the Church at the slightest provocation.  Disciples in the Church are being shamed 

and so hesitate to celebrate anything to do with the Church.  Some denominations 

open “worship centres” not churches or call themselves names like “Grace 

Fellowship Assembly” rather than be associated with the word “church”.  Most 

people equate “church” with Sunday morning worship in an old building with 

old people following a long list of rules and so say, “I don’t have to go to Church 

to believe in God.”  Now, they don’t really believe in God, but this is what people 

are saying.  It’s hard to celebrate the birthday of the Church.   

 

 We’ll make an attempt at it here this morning.  I think it’ll be okay.  But, 

we’re protected here, behind our walls and inside our traditions and 

understandings.  We can dare to celebrate the birthday of the Church because 

we’re pretty sure no one is watching.   

 

 But we have to make this important and meaningful.  There really has to be 

some theological weight to this day.  We need to somehow create a sense of awe 

at what God has done in creating the Church and empowering us to be a part of 

it.   

 

 Again, this is not easy.  For most of us inside the Church our thoughts are 

focussed on working hard for God.  The Church is under threat of extinction, and 
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we disciples have to work harder and harder to keep it going.  Most of us are 

trying to figure out how to restrict what we do for the Church because we have 

to make the best use of whatever energies we have.  This leaves little left over for 

such things as “celebrations”, especially if some sermon writer is demanding an 

experience of awe, wonder and power in that celebration.   

 

 On that first Pentecost Day back in about the year 33, the Holy Spirit came 

upon the disciples in the upper room in Jerusalem.  God’s divine Spirit filled the 

God-shaped hole in the human spirits of the disciples and they were transformed.  

They were able to speak in tongues and publicly proclaim Jesus as the risen Lord.  

They found courage and grace to live the life of Christ in a society that would 

quickly become hostile.  In short, on that Pentecost Day, the followers of Jesus 

became the Christian Church.  On that day, they became the people who would 

follow the Great Commission and obey the Two Great Commandments.  They 

would do so filled with the power and presence of God himself through the 

indwelling reality of the Holy Spirit.  The Church was born that Pentecost Day. 

 

 The Church is thus the creation of God.  A disciple is made a member of the 

Church by the indwelling reality of the Holy Spirit.  The organizational structures 

of the institutional Church are the creations of human beings.  The Church itself 

is the creature of God through the agency of the Holy Spirit.  The members of the 

Church are Spirit-filled disciples who carry out the will of God as illustrated in 

Jesus and as outlined in Scripture.   

 

 Thus, if we are to celebrate the birth of the Church today, we must also 

celebrate your spiritual re-birth today.  Yes, yours.  It is not baptism that has made 

you a member of the Church.  It is the Holy Spirit’s work through the instrument 

of baptism that made you a Christian.  It is the Spirit’s reality in your life that 

makes you a member of the Church and it is that which we must celebrate 

alongside the birthday of the Church.   

 

 We must shed the shame which the world would pour out upon us for 

being members of the Church.  Yes, the institutional Church has done some 

horrendous things, like the Crusades and the residential school system in Canada.  

But that only shows our need for confession and repentance.  The crimes of the 
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institutional Church do not change the reality of God’s divine work in creating 

the Church.  Let’s release our grip on the shame and revel in the privilege of the 

Spirit’s work in and through us.   

 

 The Spirit’s work in us makes us members of the Church.  His transforming 

and renewing presence unites us to Jesus and to the other members of his Body.   

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 

one Spirit. 

 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.1 

 

 The Spirit also communicates to us the forgiveness of our sins and our 

eternal salvation.  The Spirit also empowers us for ministry by giving us his gifts, 

as outlined in First Corinthians 12 to 14.  The Spirit enables us to live as reflections 

of Christ himself.  The Spirit…the Spirit…the Spirit…. 

 

 This is what we celebrate today:  the work of the Holy Spirit in us.   

 

 We also must celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit through us.  The Spirit 

gives us our purpose as Christians, and our own comfort or salvation is not that 

purpose.  We are Christians for the benefit of others.  The Body of Christ exists 

for the sake of those who are not yet members of that Body.   

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.2 

God has entrusted the Church to us.  God has entrusted the saving gospel of 

Christ to us.  What a privilege and honour he has done us!  Yes, it is a 

responsibility, true.  But God thinks that we can do this.  He has made us worthy 

and empowered us to be his ambassadors on earth! 

 

 
1 1 Corinthians 12:12-14.   
2 Matthew 28:18-19.   
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 Today, let go of the shame.  Let go of the obligation to perform.  Today is a 

day of celebration.  We celebrate the birthday of the Church and we celebrate our 

own spiritual re-birth in the Holy Spirit.  We marvel in the miracle that is the 

Church and in the privilege of hosting the Holy Spirit in our world.   

 

 Let us celebrate and pray. 

King of kings and Lord of all, we thank you and praise you for the gift 

of your Church and of our salvation.  We thank you for the work of your 

Holy Spirit in us and through us.  Grant us the courage and grace to 

praise you in word and deed, in our lives and in our loves.  Renew in us 

the presence and strengths of your Holy Spirit, that we may truly reflect 

the Lord Jesus in all that we say and do.   

Breathe on us, Breath of God, 

fill us with life anew, 

that we may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on us, Breath of God, 

until our hearts are pure, 

until our wills are one with yours, 

to do and to endure. 

We celebrate your grace to the world in the Church and in ourselves.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Lord.  

AMEN. 

 

Sing without 
accompaniment, if 

possible. 


