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When Jesus sends his disciples out, he tells them to go as they are. Not to pack a bunch of 

things but to just go. Today, we heard about Paul having a vision that told him to go to 

Macedonia and he and his entourage immediately set out. 

 

We, as Christians, are also called to go out. At our baptism, we promised, or our parents 

promised, that we will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ. Each 

week, our service ends with the instruction to go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 

The past few weeks, your council members and the redevelopment committee have been 

meeting each Wednesday evening. Led by Paul Almas, our liaison with the diocesan Lands and 

property committee, we have been looking at what direction we might go with this parish. Paul 

walked us through a process that helped us look at our gifts within the parish and the needs of 

the community and how they might match up. 

 

We began with looking at who we are: Our “Reason for Being,” Our Internal Community, our 

core energy, our Motivating Vision and the St Marys Community. We quickly realized that our 

real reason for being matches up with our baptismal promises. We are called to spread the 

good news, more commonly known as evangelism. That is a word that scares many of us. So, 

we decided to define it and came up with the following: 

 

What is Evangelism? 

 

1. Sharing with others what God had done and is doing for us  

2.  Caring before sharing 

3. Living faith in a way that is noticed and invitational 

4. Understanding motivations and concerns of the present generation   

5. Introducing people to faith. 

  

As St James Anglican church in St Marys, we want to find a need that is not being addressed by 

another group and find a way to address it. Social justice is a strong motivator, so we prioritised 

that as a focus for finding our niche.  

 

This past Wednesday, we took four areas that seemed to rise to the surface: Social justice 

awareness, collaborating with others, caring before sharing, and identifying community deficits 

& strengths, and teased them out to see where we got excited. We began with the phrase: 

“How might we…?” and looked at three main ages: youth and families, seniors, and adults. The 

energy in the room was strong. Conversations began before we even got in a group.  
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It was so good to see the energy and excitement. It has been a long, difficult period, this 

covidtide. We have not been able to gather in the many ways we used to and that has caused 

us to feel disconnected. Gathering via the internet is nowhere near the same as meeting in 

person, although it has served a strong need while we could not gather. 

 

But things are starting to return to “normal” or at least a new normal. We are getting to know 

each other again as we gather for Sunday services. Soon, we will gather after church for much 

needed social time. Ministry groups can start gathering again.  

 

But we need you. We need you to gather with us again, to rebuild those connections that we 

miss so much. As we look to the future of this parish, we need your input and energy. We need 

your God given gifts. 

 

The redevelopment committee and parish council have done some wonderful work. We can 

see a future for St James in this community. We can think of amazing ways we can reach out to 

the community and spread the love of God. We understand our purpose as disciples of Christ to 

enact the Five Marks of Mission: 

 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 

3. To respond to human need by loving service 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every 

kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of 

the earth. 

 

Several years ago, we began a project to develop the parish hall and make it accessible. That 

developed into a plan to build apartments. 

 

And then things stalled.  

 

This recent exercise led by Paul has helped us back up and explore why we want to redevelop 

and discern God’s will in this. Building apartments so we get money to continue doing what we 

have always done is not enough. That is not our mission. Our mission comes from the Five 

Marks of Mission and our baptismal promises which in turn come from Jesus’ commandment to 

go out into the world and proclaim the good news as well as to love our neighbour as ourselves.  
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Our work continues as we narrow down what we as St. James want to accomplish and 

determine whether we have the energy to do it. This group is comprised of Vanni Assano, Joan 

Lang, Mary Stouffer, Mary Smith, Cheryl Firby, Jeff Graham, Dave Ryde, Liz Jeffery, John Blake, 

Sheri Gallivan, Ivan Facey, and me. We would love to chat with you about your thoughts and 

ideas. Each one of us has something to offer as we find ways to serve God. There are no bad 

ideas, and all are worthy of consideration. Please talk to one of us. We can best represent you if 

we understand your thoughts.  

 

Paul ventured into new, uncharted territory when he followed the vision to Macedonia. We too 

are travelling into new territories. Help us steer the ship! 

 

Get onboard because we are ready to sail! 


