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Instructions: This devotional guide can be used individually, by families or in a small group as a way to 
reinforce the biblical truth you learned from the sermon. If you are using this at home, spread the points 
throughout the whole week. If you are using this in a small group, divide people up into sub-groups to 
discuss and share and bring them back to the whole group to share. Do not force anyone to share. Be sure 
to pray in your group. 

1. In 1967, a song was released by Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul, called “Respect.” The song is 
about a woman who wants her man to show her just a little R-ES-P-E-C-T. It was an instance success. 
The point is: everyone wants to be respected. Yet, every night Americans turn into late night TV and 
watch these comedians use sarcasm and jabs, especially against those in authority or those who are 
conservative. As a result, respect has been replaced with rudeness. Respect is part of the framework 
that provides stability in a civilized society. Even in some churches, respect wanes while rudeness wins.   
a. Read Exodus 20:12a in your sermon notes along with the meaning of the Hebrew word translated 

as “honor.” God tells wives to respect their husbands in Ephesians 5:22; husbands to respect their 
wives in 1 Peter 3:1,7; church members to show respect to their church leaders in Hebrews 13:17; 
and everyone is to show respect to everyone in authority in Romans 13:1-7. Why do you think 
respect wanes and rudeness wins in our culture? 

b. Read your memory verse for this week: 1 Peter 2:17. Is there anyone or any group you have trouble 
respecting? Why?  

2. Read Genesis 1:26 and Psalm 8:5 in point #1 in your sermon notes under the heading, “Why Should 
We Treat Everyone With Respect?” God tells us why we should be respectful of everyone regardless of 
who they are. Take your Bible and read Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:31-46. While this passage is about 
meeting and not meeting the needs of people, Jesus’ warning in Matthew 25:40, 45, can be applied to 
showing respect also. Why do you think Jesus emphasizes this so much? 

3. Read 1 Peter 1:18-19 in your sermon notes in point #2 under the heading, “Why Should We Treat 
Everyone With Respect?” Jesus was crucified for everyone — including the most despicable person. 
On the cross, Jesus was crucified between 2 thieves. One thief was disrespectful and rude by hurling 
sarcasm against Him and the other thief pleaded for mercy and salvation.  
a. Why do you think one thief was rude while the other was respectful? 
b. Now put yourself in each thief’s shoes. When have you been rude to God and respectful to God and 

what does this say about you? 
4. Read 1 John 4:8 and 1 Corinthians 13:5 in point #3 in your sermon notes under the heading, “Why 

Should We Treat Everyone With Respect?” Love always treats people, no matter who they are, with 
respect. Think back over your life, when have people been disrespectful to you and how did you react? 

5. Jesus gives us what is called “The Golden Rule” in Matthew 7:12. The Apostle Paul gives us what is 
called “The Law of the Harvest” in Galatians 6:7. Read both of these in point #3 in your sermon notes 
under the heading, “Why Should We Treat Everyone With Respect?” Beginning this week, how can you 
apply the principles from these two Bible verses to people who are rude to you? 

6. Many people are truthful, but they are not tactful. They say something like this: “I just call it like I see it. 
You’ll always know how I feel or think.” Now read Proverbs 15:4 in point #1 in your sermon notes under 
the heading, “How Can I Be Respectful To Others?” We are being toxic when we speak the truth 
without tact.  
a. Tactfulness is the emotional lubrication of life. It reduces friction. When have you been truthful and 

tactful and it reduced the friction? 
b. People with tact have less to retract. You do not have to eat your own words if you say them in a 

kind and respectful way. When did you say something truthfully, but bluntly, and later regretted it? 
Has that experience impacted your life to be more tactful? Explain.  

c. Read Ephesians 4:15 in point #1 in your sermon notes under the heading, “How Can I Be 
Respectful To Others?” Being cutting without being caring is sin. With who do you tend to be truthful 
without being lovingly tactful and why? 

7. In a recent national survey of servers, they were asked, “What is the hardest part in being a server?” 
The results of the survey were shocking — Sunday after church. Servers says people coming to eat 
after church are the worse customers. They are demanding, rude, impatient, leave little or no tip. And if 



they leave no tip, they leave a Christian pamphlet reminding the server how sinful they are. I bet that 
brings them to Christ. 
a. Servers have no control over the wait. They have no control over the cooks in the kitchen. Today, 

most restaurants are understaffed because people do not want to work. Servers that do, get hit with 
additional loads and responsibilities, which increases their stress level. On top of that, we do not 
know what is going on in that server’s personal and private life, which adds stress. Read again 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:12 in point #2 in your sermon notes under the heading, “How Can I Be 
Respectful To Others?” Eric Hoffer said, "Rudeness is the weak man's imitation of strength." It takes 
no intelligence at all to be rude, but it does take integrity to be respectful. When are you challenge 
to be more rude than respectful to someone and why? 

b. More marriages and families have been ruined by repeated bluntness, frankness without 
tactfulness, without consideration and without discernment. Why do you think we can be the more 
disrespectful and tactless to the people we say we love the most? 

8. If two people agree on everything, then one of them is not needed. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron 
sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend” (NLT). There are a lot things in our culture that as 
Christians we abhor. They make us sick with their sinful lifestyle or sinful attitudes they flout in our face.  
a. Read Romans 14:12-13a in point #3 in your sermon notes under the heading, “How Can I Be 

Respectful To Others?” Telling the truth is not being judgmental. If you said to someone, “If you 
drink strychnine you will die,”  that is not being judgmental. It is simply telling the truth. If you said to 
a pregnant woman, “Snorting cocaine will harm your baby,” that is not being judgmental. It is simply 
telling the truth. Being judgmental is when we speak the truth in a tone of moral superiority. Many 
times the truth does hurt because it’s the truth. Why do you think it is challenging to disagree with 
someone and we come across as being disagreeable? How do you think you come across when 
you tell the truth to others? 

b. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1 in your sermon notes in point #3 under the heading, “How Can I Be 
Respectful To Others?” The problem today with many Christians is, they can be right on an issue, 
but they express that rightness with an attitude of self-righteousness. We condemn. We judge. 
Instead of loving the person, we loathe them. And in that case, it does not matter if we are right. If 
we are rude, then we are wrong. Where have you seen Christians do this and what were the 
results. Have you ever done this and if so, why? What were the results? 

c. Read 1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1 in point #3 in your sermon notes under the heading, “How Can I Be 
Respectful To Others?” Jesus died for the most despicable person with the most sinful lifestyle. If 
we are not gentle and gracious with such people, we are assuming a role that is already filled — the 
role of God. The best lab to learn how to be gentle and gracious with the truth rather than 
judgmental and condemning, is in the family. How would you describe your family growing up and 
your current family and did they help you learn these biblical lessons on not being rude? 

9. There are some Christians who view witness as a way to get “trophies.” If the person accepts Christ, 
they throw a party. If they do not, they pout. They reject the person. We will never argue someone into 
heaven or to Jesus Christ. Read 1 Peter 3:15 and James 1:20 in point #4 in your sermon notes under 
the heading, “How Can I Be Respectful To Others?” When you share the truth to someone or they 
share it to you, if the conversation starts becoming heated, what can you do to turn down that heat? 

10. All of us are going to experience rude people. Read Romans 12:17, 21 in point #5 in your sermon notes 
under the heading, “How Can I Be Respectful To Others?” Why do you think this passage is so hard to 
obey? When and where is it hard for you to obey? 

11. God says this in Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and mother” (NLT). No where does God only say to 
do this if your parents were good, or loving, or caring or encouraging or godly. In the military, you honor 
(salute) the officer whose rank is higher than yours no matter what their person life is like. There are 
illegitimate parents, but there are no illegitimate children. There are two groups this especially applies: 
a. Maybe you had a parent or parents who abused you verbally, or emotionally, or physically, or 

sexually or spiritually. Jesus has a BIG warning to those who do this in Mark 9:42. Read this in point 
#5-(a). But when it comes to obeying what God tells us to do in Exodus 20:12, God wants us to face 
the truth, not fake so that we can deal with the issues. Why? Because wherever you go, you take 
you with you. You take that emotional baggage with you. If you had abusive parents and you’re still 
angry at them, how can you express that truth to them (if they are alive) and still be respectful, 
gentle, gracious and loving? 

b. Maybe you had a parent or parents who abandoned you. You were raised by someone else. You 
were either adopted or a grandparent or someone else took you. Read Psalm 27:10 and Psalm 
68:5-6 in point #5-(b) in your sermon notes. How can you let these verses help you? 

12. If you were abandoned, how can you let the church be your family?


