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Theme:  God calls us to be with Him and work with Him. 
 
Texts:  John 15:12-17 and Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
Here’s a thought:  Someone has pointed out, “What this country needs is a 
person who knows God other than by hearsay.” 
 
When the American space program chose its first seven astronauts, an 
essential part of the screening process involved their answers to the simple 
statement, “I am ...”  They asked each candidate to complete this sentence 50 
different ways.  After using the common responses - “I am a man, I am a test 
pilot, I am from Florida” - they quickly discovered how penetrating this 
question can become.  How would you complete this statement? 
 
The Bible teaches that our identity is found first and foremost in our 
relationship with our Creator and Saviour.  Once we settle this, we can engage 
in eternally productive work.  
 
God invites us to be: 

Friends 
 

 
 
We are told in the first few verses of John 13 that Jesus was enjoying an 
evening meal with His disciples.  Having spent three years travelling, 
preaching, teaching, healing and serving with these men, He opened up His 
heart to them.  Judas Iscariot left the room to go and betray Jesus to the 
authorities.  We join the conversation with Jesus and the 11 remaining 
disciples in John 15:12-17: 

12 My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You 



are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business.  Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last.  Then the Father 
will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command:  Love 
each other. NIV 

 
Jesus tells His closest earthly companions that He wants more than a working 
relationship.  He wants to be their friend!  Likewise, He is not just asking us to 
serve Him but to be His friend. 
 
Paul describes it this way in 1 Corinthians 1:9: 

God, who has called you into fellowship [koinonia] with his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, is faithful. NIV 

 
God calls us to be human beings first, not human doings. 
 
Paul lays the foundation for our relationship with God in Ephesians 2:8-9: 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
NIV 

 
A mechanic who worked out of his home had a dog named Mace.  Mace had a 
bad habit of eating all the grass on the mechanic’s lawn, so the mechanic had 
to keep Mace inside.  The grass eventually became overgrown. 
 
One day, the mechanic worked on a car in his backyard and dropped his 
wrench, losing it in the tall grass.  He searched, but he couldn’t find it, so he 
decided to call it a day.  Mace escaped from the house and ate all the grass in 
the backyard that night.  The next morning the mechanic went outside and 
saw his wrench shining in the sunlight.  Realizing what had happened, he 
looked up to the heavens and proclaimed, “A grazing Mace, how sweet the 
hound, that saved a wrench for me!” 
 
You and I cannot earn a relationship with God by our good works. 
 
Why was David so ready and effective that day when He faced the giant 
Goliath?  He had practiced with his slingshot and killed a lion and a bear while 
watching his father’s sheep (1 Samuel 17:34-36).  He became skilful with his 
weapon and was ready to do whatever it took at the opportune time.  Skill, 
however, was not the biggest reason for David’s success as a warrior and a 
leader.  The biggest reason for his success was his relationship with God.  He 
and the Lord were so close that the Lord called David a man after His own 
heart (see Acts 13:22).  There were stronger, faster and smarter men in David’s 
day, but his sensitivity and obedience to the King of kings qualified him for 
service. 



 
Someone has pointed out, “What this country needs is a person who knows 
God other than by hearsay.” 
 
Jesus did not first call the disciples to go and fish for men; He called them to 
follow Him – to be with Him – then He would prepare them and send them out 
to fish for men (Matthew 4:19). 
 
We as New Beginnings Church value friendship before function.  In other 
words, the worker is more important than the work.  It is not just about getting 
the job done.  Our personal health and strength flow out of our relationship 
with God, while our collective health and strength flow out of our relationship 
with one another. 
 
Do you want to know Him more than anyone else?  Do you want to be with 
Him more than anywhere else?  Do you want to build strong friendships with 
others that call New Beginnings Church their home? 
 
Christ’s call is first and foremost to be with Him, but it does not end there. 
 
God invites us to be: 
Friends 
and 

Partners 
 

 
 
After Jesus calls His disciples His friends in John 15, He explains in verse 16 
that He chose them and appointed them to bear fruit that will last.  They were 
not just to hang out together and enjoy each other’s company.  He was sending 
them to a world that desperately needs to see and hear the changes that Christ 
can bring in the lives of those who know Him and walk with Him. 
 
Let’s explore another aspect of fellowship in Luke 5:1-11: 

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the 
people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw at 
the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing 
their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little from shore.  Then he sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon 
answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 



anything.  But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they 
had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began 
to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, 
“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and 
so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.  Then 
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 
11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed 
him. NIV 

 
In verse 10, Luke uses the Greek word koinonoi, translated as partners.  The 
singular form of this word, koinonia, is often translated as communion or 
fellowship.  We frequently use the word fellowship in church circles to describe 
our visits around a coffee and a cookie.  Such an application does not begin to 
describe our fellowship with other followers of Jesus.  Fellowship is large 
enough to encompass friendship and partnership, being and doing. 
 
We often focus on the message of salvation by grace through faith in Ephesians 
2:8-9 and stop reading there.  However, Paul continues to build upon this 
foundation of our relationship with God in Ephesians 2:10: 

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. NIV 

 
You might say, “Ministry is our love for Christ dressed in working clothes.” 
 
Let’s go back to the beginning for a moment in Genesis 2:18: 

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a 
helper suitable for him.” NIV 

 
People had work to do before Adam and Eve disobeyed God and fell, and there 
will be work to do in heaven. 
 

 
 
Adam was lonely in the Garden of Eden, and the Lord concluded that it was 
not good for him to be alone.  He needed a companion.  He also needed a 



helper.  God made us for relationships and service. 
 
The Lord invites, “Come and be with me.”  Then the Lord invites, “Come and do 
with me.”  Throughout the Bible, we see this pattern – to be with God, then to 
work with God.  Finding this rhythm of being with Him and working with Him 
is essential to our health and longevity. 
 
We find our supreme example in Luke 5:15-16: 

15 Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people 
came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places and prayed. NIV 

 
For three years, Jesus lived and served in the public eye.  He would have worn 
Himself out in the first week if He did not balance “being” and “doing.”  Here in 
Luke 5, He could have ridden the wave of popularity, making Himself available 
every day to teach, preach, pray, heal and deliver people from demons.  People 
were clamouring for His attention, but what does He do?  He withdrew to lonely 
places and prayed.  He yearned to spend time with His Father, and He knew 
this was the source of His fruitfulness.  If the Son of God realized this 
dependence upon the Father, how much more should we! 
 
This call goes out to each of us individually.  However, God calls us to live it 
out as partners or team members in a community.  For Adam, there was Eve; 
for Abraham, there was Sarah; for Elijah, there was Elisha; for Jeremiah, there 
was Baruch; for Jesus, there were the disciples; for Paul, there were Barnabas, 
Silas, Timothy, Titus, Luke and others. 
 
We are a community of friends called to experience and invite others to a fresh 
start in life with Jesus Christ.  The Lord calls us to enjoy a relationship with 
Him and one another, but there is more.  We are not just a social club.  Yes, we 
are called to the Great Commandments – to love the Lord and love one another 
(Matthew 22:37-40), but the Lord calls us to fulfill the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20).  Our church does not stop with “we four and no more.”  
We find satisfaction in being together but joy in reaching out and serving 
together. 
 
In his classic book “Celebration of Discipline,” Richard Foster put together a 
brief comparison of the characteristics of service focused more upon us with 
service focused more upon Christ.  Will we look in the mirror while serving, or 
will we keep our eyes on Jesus? 

Self-focused service is concerned with impressive gains.  It enjoys serving when 
the service is significant and noticeable or growing in this direction.  Christ-
focused service doesn’t distinguish between small and large.  It 
indiscriminately welcomes all opportunities to serve. 

Self-focused service requires external reward, appreciation, and applause.  
Christ-focused service rests content in hiddenness.  The divine nod of approval 



is sufficient. 

Self-focused service is highly concerned about results.  It becomes disillusioned 
when results fall below expectations.  Christ-focused service is free of the need 
to calculate results; it delights only in service. 

Self-focused service is affected by feelings.  Christ-focused service ministers 
simply and faithfully because there is a need.  The service disciplines emotions. 

Self-focused service insists on meeting the need; it demands the opportunity to 
help.  Christ-focused service listens with tenderness and patience.  It can serve 
by waiting in silence. 

Do you want to serve Him more than anyone or anything else?  Are you willing 
to lay down your ambitions for His plans?  Do you want to partner with us in 
reaching out and caring for others? 
 
God invites us to be: 

Friends 
Partners 
 
God calls us to be with Him and work with Him. 
 

 
 


