
 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, May 29, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:    Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herr Gott, BuxWV 199      D. Buxtehude 
                 Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire  (VU 200)    Plainsong, arr. M. McCabe 
 
Welcome, Acknowledgement of Territory, Announcements, and Lighting of the Candle 
  

•   Introit  Spirit of Life                          VU 381 
                             (Processing of Light and Word, lighting of the Christ candle)       

 Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
 move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
 Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
 Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 
                                                                  

• Call to Worship – (Romans 8:14-17) 
 

“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For we did not receive the spirit of 
enslavement to fall back into fear, but we have received the spirit of adoption as God’s children. 
When we cry, ‘Abba! (Daddy!)’, it is the Holy Spirit bearing witness that we are God’s children. 
And, if children, then heirs, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, that we may suffer with Christ 
in order that we may also be glorified with him.”    
So we worship our God with that awareness in Spirit and in truth. 

 
 

• Hymn Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song               VU 205 
 

 1 Like the murmur of the dove's song, 
  like the challenge of her flight, 
 like the vigour of the wind's rush, 
  like the new flame's eager might: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
2 To the members of Christ's body, 
  to the branches of the Vine, 
 to the church in faith assembled, 
  to our midst as gift and sign: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
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3 With the healing of division, 
  with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
 with the power to love and witness, 
  with the peace beyond compare: 

 come, Holy Spirit, come.    
 

• Prayer of Approach 
 
Come Holy Spirit, Come Breath of God, inspire your church, breathing in sanctity, passion, and 
power.  Come Holy Spirit, Wind of God, take your church by storm, blowing away from us all 
lethargy, pride, and despair.  Come Holy Spirit, Fire of God, burn in us and for us, set your 
church aflame for the gospel, for justice, and for peace.  Come Holy Spirit, come.  Amen 
                             [Adapted from a prayer by Kate Crawford while at Cobequid UC, NS 

posted in Gathering (Lent/Easter/Pentecost 2004), page 38.  Used with permission.] 

 
Children’s Story:  "Why Learn Another Language?" 
 

• Hymn Come, O Holy Spirit                               MV 23  
 

1. Come, O Holy Spirit, set the Church on fire; 
strike it as the lightning hits a posing spire. 
Burn away the structures and  
consume the sham of our holy systems:  
Come, in Jesus’ name!  
 
Refrain  

 Come, come, come, in Jesus name! 
 Take our hearts by storm. 
 All the world lies open 
 Pentecost is now! 
 I said a. Repeat refrain 
 
2. Blow away the cobwebs of our stubborn past. 
 Come, send flying from us  myths unfit to last. 
 Wind of change, refresh us and disturb our calm; 
 teach us what true love is, 
 take our hearts by storm. 
 
 Come, come, come, in Jesus name! 
 Take our hearts by storm. 
 All the world lies open: 
 Pentecost is now! 
  
3. Free us from the babble of our Babel mind; 
 spark in us a language all can understand. 
 Lighten then our darkness, 
 Come and show us how all the world lies open: 
 Pentecost is now! 
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 Come, come, come, in Jesus name! 
 Take our hearts by storm. 
 All the world lies open now! 
 Amen! 
                            
Scripture Lesson:    Acts 2:1-13  (read responsively) 
 
Minister:  While the day of Pentecost came around, all the believers were together in one place. 
West Side:  When suddenly there came from the sky, a noise like that of a strong, driving wind. 
                   (Make some noisy wind sounds)  It filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
East Side:  And there appeared to them tongues like flames of fire, (crackle, crackle sounds) …. 
                   flames that were dispersed among them and rested on each one of them. 
West Side:  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other tongues  
                    as the Spirit gave them utterance.   
Everyone:  (If you know a non-English language, say something about God or faith out loud) 
Minister:     Now there were living in Jerusalem devout Jews from every nation under heaven. 
East Side:  And at this sound the crowd gathered, all bewildered, because each one heard 
                   the apostles speaking in his, her, or their own language. 
West Side: They were amazed and in their astonishment exclaimed: ‘Why, they are all 
                    Galileans, are they not, these ones who are speaking?  How is it then, 
                    that we hear them, each of us, in our own native language? 
Minister:     Parthians, Medes, Elamites; inhabitants of Mesopotamia, of Judea and Cappadocia, 
                  of Pontus and Asia, of Phrygia and Pamphylia, of Egypt and the districts of Libya 
                  around Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and proselytes), Cretans, and Arabs. 
East Side:  We hear them telling in our own language the great things God has done. 
                    Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, ‘What does this mean?’ 
West Side:  But others made fun of the believers saying, ‘These people are drunk!’ 
 
 
Acts 2:14-21  (told orally)   
                                    Herein is wisdom. 
                         Thanks be to God. 
 
                                                                             
Ministry of Music:  Lauda Anima              Mark Andrews 
                        Gallery Choir 
                          
                                                                                  
Sermon:  “A New Sense of Community” 
     
                                
Time of Offering  
    
                                                                              
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Guiding Light of the world, 
Light of the pathway to our hearts, we share of ourselves for our church and for the work  
of your realm throughout this world.  May our gifts be blessings.  May we as givers be blest. 
We pray through the power of your Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus, the Christ. Amen. 
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Call to Prayer   Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers  (Vs. 1 & 5)        VU 385  
 
 1 Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
 and make this house your home; 
 descend with all your gracious powers: 
 O come, great Spirit, come! 
 
 
5 Spirit divine, attend our prayers: 
 make a lost world your home; 
 descend with all your gracious powers: 
 O come, great Spirit, come! 
                                                                                             
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father (and Mother), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 

• Hymn      Spirit of God, Unleashed on Earth            VU 207 
 

1 Spirit of God, unleashed on earth 
 with rush of wind and roar of flame! 
 With tongues of fire saints spread good news; 
 earth, kindling, blazed its loud acclaim. 
 
2 You came in power, the church was born; 
 O Holy Spirit, come again! 
 From living waters raise new saints, 
 let new tongues hail the risen Lord. 
 
3 With burning words of victory won 
 inspire our hearts grown cold with fear, 
 revive in us baptismal grace, 
 and fan our smouldering lives to flame. 
       

• Commissioning and Blessing 

                         (The light of Christ goes before us into the world) 
 

• Response:  Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen          VU 974 
  
Postlude Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit           T. Albrecht 
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