
Dirty Love 
 

1. I can remember one school I went to as a small boy. Our lunchtime 
was right after our recess. Recess at that time meant swings, monkey 
bars over asphalt, dirt, grass, some woods. When we came in, the 
teachers would send us into the restrooms to wash our hands and 
faces. As we walked to the door to the lunchroom, those who passed 
inspection entered while those who failed were sent back for another 
try.  

 
2. Churches have long done their own versions of inspections and they 

take an endless variety of pathways to do the same thing my 
teachers did when they examined my hands and face before letting 
me eat.  

 
3. In some churches, you are not admitted into the circle of love and 

fellowship unless and until you can recite a creed accepted by the 
whole group. Others require you to sign a statement of faith (schools, 
churches, even employment applications requiring a signed 
statement agreeing with core doctrines).  
 

4. In other churches, there is also a purity and success bar to get over. 
Only those successfully married and never divorced, or those who 
are not sexually active before marriage, or those who do not dance, 
drink, etc. are clean enough to be admitted (though some will send 
them back to clean up first as a sign of their “grace”).  
 

5. This constant surveillance and judgment of members and non-
members alike made an eternity with these people very unattractive. 
But to question anything opened you up to charges of sin, apostasy, 
“falling away.” Various degrees of “shunning” started up which might 
end in disfellowship or excommunication.  
 

6. Let us not kid ourselves: this has blotted our history and created a 
widespread belief that Christians only love those who agree with 
them and that their love is conditional – VERY conditional – with 
constant checks to make sure you are clean and, therefore, worthy of 
love.  
 



7. This is NOT just a problem on the right. As I made my journey (still 
ongoing) from the harsh judgmentalism and legalism of the right, I 
found that the left has its own harsh judgmentalism and legalism. 
Because I was known to speak of loving others, including the 
outcasts and those traditionally outside the love of the church, I was 
invited to speak at different venues…and then disinvited from some 
because I wasn’t all the way over where they were.  
 

8. When a Facebook forum asked me if our church had women elders, I 
replied that we did not but we were open to studying that and had, in 
fact, invited women to study with us and see what part they might 
want to play…but the women turned us down because they like 
shepherding but didn’t want to go to meetings. I was attacked for 
days and eventually kicked out of that forum because I wasn’t where 
they wanted me to be.  
 

9. That same year, I was disinvited to speak at churches on the right 
because I was too liberal and disinvited from speaking at churches 
and universities on the left because I was too far right (and called a 
bigot, misogynist, and worse).  
 

10. You get the point – Christians are really, really bad at the whole 
“love” thing and continually exercise their fruit powered judging 
muscles. Not a single person in this room or watching this video 
doubts any of this because you’ve gone through it…and been a part 
of one or both sides of it.  
 

11. We need Jesus. Jesus told us in Matthew 22:37-39 that all of 
the law and commandments were wrapped up in two commands: 
love God and love your neighbor. One cannot be done without the 
other as they only work with each other. He gave us the example of 
the Good Samaritan to help us understand who our neighbor was.  
 

12. In that story, the one outside the covenant, the member of a 
group despised by the Jews (because they believed it pleased God to 
despise Samaritans) was the good guy because he showed love to a 
person without consideration of what his faith or ethnicity was.  
 

13. First John chapters 3&4 need to be read again and again. One 
of the last messages we get from the last surviving apostle pounds 



the message of love again and again and again…and moves love 
from being an “in house” thing to an “all over the world” thing – a 
movement of those who love God and who show it by loving ALL 
people. No cleanliness checks – just love.  
 

14. The man who fixed our furniture a couple weeks ago was 
bubbling over with joy in Christ. “He loved me a long time before I 
loved him. Even when I didn’t know him, he was blessing me, pouring 
blessings in my life.” 
 

15. Scripture tells us that Jesus died for everyone, not just the 
chosen few. 2 Corinthians 5:14,15; First John 2:2. Jesus said that the 
Father sent the rain to fall on the just and the unjust.  
 

16. Jesus loved outside the lines and told us to do the same. As 
Janie Belle read to us today, we are to abide in love because we 
abide in God. That love is not reserved for those who believe or for 
those who’ve successfully cleared any hurdles we’ve placed in front 
of them.  
 

17. Jesus, who was the perfection of holiness (Hebrews 7:26) but 
he didn’t say people would believe in him or follow him because of his 
holiness or because of ours; they would only believe when they saw 
our love.  
 

18. And his love pushed the boundaries. He showed love and 
grace to a sex worker in right in front of a house full of Pharisees in 
Luke 7. He broke the racial and religious codes of his time when he 
went to find the Samaritan woman at the well and offer her the 
promise of salvation and acceptance (and told her his identity for the 
first time) in John 4. He ate and associated with tax collectors, sex 
workers, drunkards, Gentiles – including Romans, and showed love 
to all of them as well as to the men who crucified him.  
 

19. And he forgave Peter.  
 

20. He wasn’t afraid to get his hands dirty, nor was he afraid to get 
his reputation dirty. Love only works if it doesn’t require cleanliness 
checks.  
 



21. We don’t have to approve. We don’t have to celebrate. We can 
love without either of those. But that love must be sincere. Let’s let 
Paul wrap this up. Romans 12:9-18. 


