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Christ is risen, alleluia!

Christ is risen indeed, alleluia! 

The Greeting



Come to God with your longings:
our heavenly Father knows them all.

Come to God with your belongings:
our loving Saviour holds them all.

Come to God alone and together:
the Holy Spirit is here for all.

Gathering Invitation
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All:

Father God, you give us so much, 
and yet we long for more.
Help us to open ourselves to you today, 
and draw us closer to you.
Help us to be open to one another, and 
draw us closer together.
Amen.

Gathering Prayer



Sentence

LA: God has raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named.

Ephesians 1.20–21



All:
Father God, you give us so much, 
and yet we long for more.
Help us to open ourselves to you 
today, and draw us closer to you.
Help us to be open to one another, 
and draw us closer together.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Father God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ,
from the throne room with an invitation
to come, follow and see your glory.
We come and we glorify your name.

You are the one true God, righteous and just.
We come and we glorify your name.

God of judgement, power and joy.
We come and we glorify your name.

Bright morning star, all-inclusive God.
We come and we glorify your name.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration



Curated by Fleur

Hymn

Christ is Made a Sure Foundation

https://youtu.be/RPq0CwbwkqI

https://youtu.be/RPq0CwbwkqI


Your call to the very first disciples, Lord, was ‘Come, follow me.’
We follow you today, Lord. But sometimes we can fall out of step with you.
Our longing to walk closely with you can get hijacked by our longing to belong to the ‘in 
crowd’ of the moment. And our behaviour makes us poor witnesses for you.
Lord, we are sorry; help us to live unselfishly.

At times our words may not be nice and we’re at fault of quarrelling with one another.
Lord, we are sorry; help us to live in unity.

Sometimes fear of the consequences of speaking out and sharing of you, can silence us.
Lord, we are sorry; strengthen our faith.

Help us to make the most of every opportunity.
To be better witnesses for you so that others will come and know the love and joy
of belonging to your family.
Amen.

Preparing for Confession



Introduction to Confession

Christ has entered heaven itself, there to appear before 
God on our behalf.

Silence may be kept.

Let us therefore draw near in full assurance of faith, and 
confess our sins to the God of grace.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to all 
who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set you 
free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Gloria

https://youtu.be/R7C4DvKOgfE

Curated by Fleur

https://youtu.be/R7C4DvKOgfE


Collect prayer

God of majesty,
you led the Messiah through suffering into risen life,

and took him up into the glory of heaven:
clothe us with the power promised from on high,

and send us forth to the ends of the earth
as heralds of repentance and witnesses of Jesus Christ,

the firstborn from the dead,
who lives with you now and always 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.

Amen.



Reflection Time



The 1st Reading is from Acts 16.16-34

The reading continues…

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.’ And it came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making 
money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market-place before 
the authorities. 20 When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These 
men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful 
for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered 
the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.



Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains 
were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had 
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29 The 
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he 
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31 They answered, ‘Believe 
on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’ 32 They spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took 
them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without 
delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.



Psalm 97

1 The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice: let the multitude of islands be glad.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him: 
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire goes before him: and burns up his enemies on every side.
4 His lightnings light the world: the earth sees it and quakes.
5 The mountains melt like wax before his face: from before the face of the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens have proclaimed his righteousness: and all peoples have seen his glory.
7 They are ashamed, all those who serve idols and glory in mere nothings: 
all gods bow down before him.
8 Zion heard and was glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoiced: 
because of your judgements, O God.
9 For you, Lord, are most high over all the earth: you are exalted far above all gods.
10 The Lord loves those that hate evil: 
the Lord guards the life of the faithful, and delivers them from the hand of the ungodly.
11 Light dawns for the righteous: and joy for the true of heart.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous: and give thanks to his holy name.



The 2nd Reading is from Revelation 22.12-22

12 ‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work.
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the 
gates.
15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practises 
falsehood.
16 ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
David, the bright morning star.’
17 The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to that 
person the plagues described in this book;
19 if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20 The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



All:
When we belong to the Lord.

Salvation is ours.
We are washed clean.

Forgiven and free to live in joy with the Lord.
Thank you God and open our hearts

to receive your word.
Amen.

Prayer before the Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 17.20-26
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given 
me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have 
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know 
you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to 
them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Hymn

A Mighty Fortress is Our God

https://youtu.be/N8M78bLEHow

Curated by Rose

https://youtu.be/N8M78bLEHow


We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions
Lord, you set us free from our shackles of sin. A freedom that is available to all 

who believe. You do not discriminate but love all inclusively.

Thank you for your free gift of salvation, for washing us clean and quenching our 

thirst with your living water. Thank you for reaching out to all who thirst. How joy 

bubbles up in us when we drink!

A powerful joy that can be experienced in the most wretched circumstances.

When we come and open our hearts to you, we are welcomed into your family, 

belonging and loved as much as you, the Father’s beloved Son.

Our hearts are full of love.

Thank you for blessing us and lighting up our souls. Prayer continues……..
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We give you thanks for the things of this past week which have been life-giving or quenching: 

We give thanks for the marriage of Cori and Stevie as they celebrated their wedding in St 

Lucia; 

We give thanks for Ruth’s friend Joan coming to visit this week via cruise, may her travels be 

safe and their reunion be joyful; 

Thank you for our longing.

Thank you for our coming to you.

Thank you for our belonging.

Our hearts leap for joy as

our thanksgiving praises ring out loud:

AMEN!



Intercessions

Loving God, we long for the world to be at peace – but war rages on. We pray today for those 
who live in war zones, especially in Ukraine where battles are intensifying and casualties are 
rising, but also for those places that have slipped out of the news but where fighting 
continues. We pray for all who have been displaced from their homes as a consequence of 
war and oppression.
Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn longing and fear into belonging and peace.
Amen.

Compassionate God, we long for our children and schools to be safe and our hearts are 
breaking at the tragedy in Texas. We pray for those who have been killed and injured, 
for children and teachers traumatised by the shooting, for grieving families, for the 
emergency services and for those entrusted with the making of gun laws.
Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn longing and loss into belonging and comfort.
Amen.
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Generous God, we long for every child to be fed and for every community to thrive; 
however, hunger and poverty blight the lives of many. We pray for those turning to 
violence and crime to get what they need, for those protesting and campaigning and for 
the places where there is civil unrest due to the cost of living. We pray for a fair sharing 
of the earth’s resources, and for ethical farming practices and trade deals.
Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn longing and scarcity into belonging and plenty.
Amen.

Wise God, we pray for politicians and those in power, for our own government and for the 
newly elected government in Australia. We pray for those engaged in diplomacy across the 
family of nations, and for all those who abuse power. We pray for transparency and 
accountability for all those who hold public office.
Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn longing and power into belonging and servanthood.
Amen.
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Loving God, As we face another week with you at our side, we ask especially that you bless all who 
are on our hearts:

Those living with cancer; Angela and her family; Paul and Darhon; Don and Carolyn; Heather and her 
family; George and Wendy and Kristine; Liam and Bob, Desley and Mark as they support him and one 
another; Sara and Hyun and their families as Sara lives through leukemia.

Those with and recovering from Covid: especially, Liam; Fleur; Dean Peter, Rev'd Ann & Rev'd Julia 
and her family; Clarkie and his family;

Those living in pain or with illness: Julie G;

Those in need of your transforming love: Jordan; Douglas; Sonja and her family in Ukraine; Bobby’s 
RN Archer;

Those who mourn; Especially Peter’s family as they come to terms with his passing yesterday, may 
he rest in peace and rise in glory; 

Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn pain and struggle into wholeness and joy.
Amen.
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Living God, we pray for your church around the world and in this place.
We long to see your kingdom come, and we ask that you will use us to be your hands and 
feet and voice, wherever there is need or isolation or grief. We pray you will help us to be 
good stewards of your creation, good listeners where people are struggling, and good 
companions where people are searching for you.
Lord Jesus, come into our world afresh
and turn longing and loneliness into belonging and fellowship.
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. Come soon.



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

• The Church of South India (United)

• The Parish of Mt Gravatt: Michael Stalley, Gary Tognola, 
Cheryl Selvage, Trevor Butler

• Anglicare Anglican Church Southern Qld (ASCQ): Sue Cooke & 
staff



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.
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All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this time of 
social distancing, hold us close in your arms. Comfort those who are 
afraid, enliven those who are bored, give courage to those who are 
distressed, and warm those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. 

Breathe in, with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into 
a new future knowing that you are with us now and await us there. 

In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions
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Almighty God, ruler of all, in whose kingdom peace and 
righteousness abound; we pray for those who are in conflict, 
especially for those suffering the divide of ethnicity or race. 
Take away prejudice, cruelty and revenge. 
Grant that barriers which divide may crumble, suspicions 
disappear and hatreds cease, through Jesus Christ our 
mediator. 
Amen.
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Lord God, bring us together as one, 
reconciled with you and reconciled with each other.
You made us in your likeness, you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ.
He has given us forgiveness from sin. 
Lord God, bring us together as one, different in culture, but 
given new life in Jesus Christ, together as your body, your 
Church, your people.
Lord God, bring us together as one, reconciled, healed, forgiven, 
sharing you with others as you have called us to do.
In Jesus Christ, let us be together as one. 
Amen.
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Loving God, whose Son was both victim and victor, we cry to you 
for those who suffer abuse, especially all who face domestic 
violence in their homes.
Be with them in confusion and pain. 
Heal the wounds of body and mind; 
break open the prisons of fear, self-doubt and despair;
and strengthen them to face the future with faith, 
hope and courage.
Reach out to them with your love, that they may be made whole 
in body, mind and spirit, through the healing touch of the 
suffering Christ. 
Amen
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Judge of all the earth, God of justice, 
we bring before you all who abuse others. 
Turn the hearts of the violent from the way of evil. 
Fill them with a hatred of the damage they do, 
so bringing them to true repentance and
amendment of their lives, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen.



Lord Jesus, you love us and we belong to you.
Thank you that you come to us, and you call us to come to you.

Help us to say ‘Yes’ to your love, and to know you more and more.
Amen.

A Personal Prayer and Image for each of us in the Silence



Curated by Paul

Hymn

You Do Not Walk Alone

https://youtu.be/gNCj2KW-JFk

https://youtu.be/gNCj2KW-JFk


All:
Lord, we have come together,
and now you send us out with your blessing.
As we go out, come, Lord Jesus!
As we go home, come, Lord Jesus!
As we go to work, school, visiting or to hospital, 
come, Lord Jesus!
Wherever we are, be with us, Lord Jesus!
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you what is 
pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always.
Amen.
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Notices

 Contemplative Service – Prayers with Mother Julian tonight 6pm!

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

Open Mind by Gina Fulcher


