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Living Glad and Generous Lives:  Reflection for Easter 7—29 May 2022 
Acts 2; Mark 12: 41-44; Acts 5:1-11  
Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 

*[Much of this sermon was prepared by Andrew Hyde, designated lay minister and chaplain for the Ecumenical 
Campus Ministry (Anglican, Presbyterian, United) at the University of Guelph and Lisa Leffler, a diaconal 
ministry student at the Centre for Christian Studies in Winnipeg for The United Church of Canada’s “Called to 
Be the Church” program. Rev. Barb has contextualized it for EPUC.]  

Over the past few weeks, we’ve been exploring what it means to be “Called to Be the 
Church” by looking back at stories from the Early Church given to us in Acts 2. Our Call 
to Worship each week of this series has reminded us of that. We’ve noted how that 
community began in a place of awe and wonder, was drawn together in community, 
and was challenged to expand their sense of who they were, who their neighbours 
were, and how God was inviting them into something new. Sounds like our questions 
during this transitional ministry! 

This week, we observe how that community lived with glad and generous hearts, and 
consider how we might be called to do the same.  

The story of Ananias and Sapphira may seem like an odd choice when talking about 
giving generously and sharing resources. Don’t worry. The point of this message is not 
that if you don’t give enough offering this morning, God will strike you down. This story 
is told in Acts with the idea that God, either working through Peter or by Godself, 
caused the death of Ananias and Sapphira. But the scripture simply says that Ananias 
fell down and died. It suggests that Peter’s words caused Sapphira’s death, but I don’t 
believe that.  

I also don’t believe that old idea of Satan giving us bad ideas. Such stuff in the Bible is 
why most of us do not ready the Bible literally. Today, we just don’t make the old 
excuse that “the devil made me do it,” because we understand a bit more about human 
psychology and responsibility. 

Remember that the early Christians thought Jesus was coming back very soon. That 
the world would end. So, they pooled resources to take care of each other until then.  

Ananias and Sapphira were hedging their bets. What if the world isn’t ending soon? 
What if we live to 95 or 105? Will we have what we need? Most of us would think that 
way, too. But they pretended to their whole community that they were giving the total 
proceeds from their property sale to their community of faith, because that is the norm 
that their community had agreed on.  

It may be that the stress of hiding the wealth they were hoarding and the shame of 
being found out as hypocrites was enough to cause their hearts to fail. Either way, it 
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seems that it was their lack of transparency that led to their demise. The way they went 
about it. 

That happens with us today, too. Folks have wonderful ideas, but go about carrying 
them out individually in ways that are not the way we agree to work together. Right 
ideas! Inappropriate strategies! 

So, what does this story tell us about living glad and generous lives? If Ananias and 
Sapphira were more generous, would they have met the same end? If they were able 
to give what they could, gladly, would the story have played out differently? 

We can’t know whether or not giving all or even more of their money to the community 
would have spared their lives, but it may have changed the way they lived their final 
moments. If they had generously given what they could, if they had gladly invested in 
their community until their very last days—no matter when that may have been—they 
would have been surrounded by a community that supported them in their final 
moments, returning gratitude and surrounding them with joy. Instead, their dishonesty 
led them to be isolated from their community. 

Giving gladly and generously is not about how much you give, but about the manner in 
which you give it. The widow in our gospel lesson this morning is proof of that. She 
was only able to give two small copper coins, but she gave gladly and generously of 
what she had. 

I have shared with you before that she was giving to the benevolence box that 
collected alms to take care of widows and orphans. Even though she herself was 
extremely impoverished, she—as part of her community of faith—gave as part of her 
responsibility AS a part of that community, to take care of each other. 

The first step to giving gladly and generously is evaluating what you have and 
discerning what you need, because, yes, we have responsibilities to take care of 
ourselves and those dependent on us.  

Listen to this story of a man who was actively aware of his needs, and it allowed him to 
be a joyful and generous giver. 

This man was a little rough around the edges. He had lived a hard life and was seen as 
a little different by people in his community. He regularly visited his old Cub leader and 
he was hired to cut the Cub leader’s lawn. He never came quite when he was 
expected, but the arrangement worked out well for both of them. 

One week, when he came to mow the lawn, he brought a loaf of bread with him. 
Someone had given it to him knowing that he did not have a lot of extra income. The 
man knew he would not be able to eat the whole loaf of bread, so he brought it to his 
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old Cub leader, who lived with his wife and two grandchildren and often had visitors 
stop by for lunch. 

His offering was a simple loaf of bread that probably only cost a couple of dollars, but 
the thought and care represented in the gift made it a generous gift. And that he did it 
with a glad and generous heart. 

My partner Stephen’s caregiver is like that. Last year, she brought us a battered old 
plant stand she found. I enjoyed it in a corner of the kitchen until, one day, she brought 
some walnut stain to match our living room furniture. Mind you, she stained it on time I 
was paying her, but it’s the thought that counts. We now have a beautiful plant stand in 
our living room.  

Three days a week, she opens the front door at noon with a cheery, “Stephen, here is 
your lunch!” She makes his lunch when she prepares her mother-in-law’s lunch to save 
me the time and trouble. She has such a glad and generous heart! 

Meanwhile, I occasionally send home a “Hello Fresh” meal with her. This week, I gave 
her a brand new pair of shoes I had ordered online that were way too long for me. Is 
that what we are talking about? NOT AT ALL! Yes, I order almost all our food online 
now—mostly fresh produce, but also some meal kits. That is privilege. Occasionally, I 
forget to order from the “Hello Fresh” menu and they send stuff I can’t eat because of 
my gluten sensitivity. The meals I give her are useless to me. The shoes? I am too lazy 
to send them back, so am glad she is thrilled with them. And, yeah, when I share stuff 
like that, it does make my heart glad, but it’s not really generous of me. 

It is important for us to regularly take a step back and evaluate what we are giving to 
our community and our church. It is just as important to take stock of the spirit with 
which we do it. 

Are you at the church so often that you are feeling burnt out and becoming frustrated 
with all your volunteer positions? Or do you have more free time than you used to and 
could gladly offer more time to God’s work through the ministries of our church? 

Are you struggling to make ends meet and need to re-valuate your financial givings? 
Or have you not changed the amount you have given in many years and feel able to 
increase your givings? 

Maybe you have a passion for music through which you can praise God in worship. 
Maybe you love kids and want to participate in getting our Messy Church up and 
running again now that we are hopefully nearing the end of this pandemic! 

Maybe you have a unique skill you enjoy, like knitting or crocheting, that you could use 
to knit prayer shawls or warm winter clothing for people in need. 
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Maybe you have the technical skills to easily and joyfully update the church computer, 
or the ability to gladly perform regular maintenance on the building and grounds. Or to 
help get us up and running on the screen again on Sunday mornings, as Steve 
McMaster does so gladly and generously on the first Sundays of the month. Even 
more—can you or someone you know help get our services online so that those who 
are missing worship due to Covid or other health concerns can be with us again? 

We are all blessed by the unique skills, abilities, and resources that enrich our 
community of faith when they are offered with a glad and generous heart. 

Discerning what we actually need and what we can give is part of what it means to be 
“Called to Be the Church.” When we all give generously of our time, talents, and 
treasure, we become the kind of community of faith exemplified by the Early Church 
that we read about in Acts. 

God has given us the most amazing gift of life and loves us unconditionally. God loves 
YOU unconditionally! What might God be inviting you to give back, living with a glad 
and generous heart?  
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