
Over the next few months, Pastor Joanne will be delivering a series 
of articles to make sure that everyone knows what has occurred so 
far through the intentional interim process. The articles will be 
about her time at ECC, from when she started here during the last 
week of December, 2020, through today and how she continues 
working to help us move into the future. 

Please Stay Tuned!  You are always welcome to contact Joanne 
through email: pastor@eccucc.org or calling 860-872-9222.
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Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your faith journey, you are 

welcome here!

JUNE 5, 2022
PENTECOST SUNDAY

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Acts 2:1-21
“Surprise, Awe, Contemplation, Action”

(During Social Hour: meeting of 
prospective new members

with Pastor, Boards, Committees, 
Groups)

 
JUNE 12, 2022

TRINITY SUNDAY
RECEIVING and WELCOMING 

NEW MEMBERS
Psalm 8

John 16:12-15
Romans 5:1-5

“Celebrating the Mystery of Faith”
 

JUNE 19, 2022
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

CELEBRATING NURTURING MEN
JUNETEENTH

Psalm 42
Luke 8:26-39 (from The Message Bible)

“Too Much Change, Too Fast, And 
They Were Scared”

(Copyright: Scripture and Title taken 
from THE MESSAGE.

©1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2005.

Used by permission of NavPress 
Publishing Group.)

 
JUNE 26, 2022

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5:1, 13-25

“Will We Ever Learn?”

Summer Sunday services are held at 
9:30 AM

 Intentional Interim Pastor Joanne Myer
Director of Music Julie LaRocca

Director of Faith Formation Lee Carman



Summer L.I.G.H.T.     

Learning In God’s House Together 
 

After a glow-in the-dark cross is exposed to bright light, it 

will glow in the dark for a while, but will slowly fade. It will 

need to be “recharged” to keep it glowing. The brighter the 

light and the longer the exposure, the brighter the cross 

will glow. 

The cross represents us, the light is God – the light of the 

world. 

When we are exposed to the teachings or the light of God, we glow because His presence in us is 

strong. As time goes on, we fade and become dim until we are exposed to the light of God again. Then 

we are renewed, energized, charged, and the light of God can be seen in our words and deeds. 

In order to keep glowing brightly, we need to frequently be exposed to God. That exposure could come 

in the form of prayer, reading the Bible, attending church, or talking about God with others. 

Throughout the summer, children (3 years old through those that have 

completed 8th grade) may attend the one-room school house program: 

Summer L.I.G.H.T.   

Classes take place 2-3 Sundays a month in June, July & August during the 

9:30 am worship service. 

Contact Lee Carman, Director of Faith Formation for more information!  Email: christianed@eccucc.org  

Summer L.I.G.H.T.  2022 Schedule: 
June July August 

5th & 12th  3rd, 10th & 31st  7th, 21st & 28th  
 

T.E.L.O.S. & S.E.E.D. youth groups:   
Teens Experience Living Out the Story   &   Students Encounter and Experience Discipleship 
 

Both youth groups have their final regular meeting of the program year on June 5th. 

Telosians will go on their mission trip to Blue Knob, PA during the week of July 17th – 23rd. Youth will 

participate in the July 24th worship service to share their experiences. 
 

Confirmation for youth entering grades 9-11: 
9th, 10th & 11th graders are welcome to register for the confirmation classes starting on September 18th. 

It will meet twice each month starting on September 18th and run from 5 pm - 6 pm. This will allow 

any youth who choose to participate in the T.E.L.O.S. youth group to bring a bagged meal to eat 

before youth group starts at 6:30. It will use the curriculum Confirm not Conform for the UCC. 

Registration is open at: https://forms.gle/ETbea9YCrNY2UyHZ6 
 

Contact Lee Carman with questions. Email: christianed@eccucc.org 

mailto:christianed@eccucc.org
https://forms.gle/ETbea9YCrNY2UyHZ6


Have you ever wondered about the purpose of the different sections of our worship service? Our service is made 
up of various components, each having its own meaning.

The beginning parts of the service, all in their own way, prepare us to worship God. The Prelude is a time for 
people to quiet their hearts and minds, readying themselves for worshipping God. The Welcome is a brief 
address that brings our congregants together by warmly verbally receiving those attending. It creates an 
atmosphere of friendliness. The next section is the Responsive Call to Worship. This section encourages us to 
turn our hearts away from worldly distractions so that we can give all of our attention to God’s glory. At certain 
important times of the years, as in Eastertide, we also have an Introit which is a prayer of invocation, inviting the 
Holy Spirit to be with us. We then have an Opening Hymn or a Psalm which continues the praise of God. The last 
part of our opening is the Lighting of the Candles. This is an important part of the opening of our service as it is 
a visual reminder that we are bringing into our midst the light of God, and we are recognizing Jesus as the light 
of the world.

From there we move to the Unison Prayer of Confession. It is here that we acknowledge our sins and seek 
repentance. We recognize the need we have for God’s grace and forgiveness. Following the Unison Prayer of 
Confession is the Assurance of God’s Forgiveness. This tells us what we essentially already know: that we are 
forgiven. Because we are destined to fail sometimes, that assurance that we are forgiven is a reminder of God’s 
grace. It is an assurance because we already know it to be true. Lastly, the Gloria Patri is a short hymn of praise 
and Thanksgiving to the Divine Trinity.

Our scripture readings are chosen from the Revised Common Lectionary. They can include an Old Testament 
reading, a Gospel reading, and an epistle reading. In our church, it is up to the pastor to choose which readings 
will be read, but in some churches a council makes that decision. The sermon or message the pastor delivers 
generally addresses a theological or moral topic and has practical application to our lives today. It is helpful to 
have a historical background so that we can better understand and relate the readings to the message and to 
our current lives.

The next portion of our worship service includes the Lord’s Prayer, the Doxology, and the Unison Prayer of 
Dedication. These portions express our mission: to love one another. Jesus used the Lord’s Prayer to teach his 
disciples how to pray. We use this prayer because Jesus taught us this prayer, because the church has 
historically used this prayer, and because it is an easy way for children to learn a part of their Christian faith. The 
Doxology, an expression of praise to the Holy Trinity, is also easy for children to learn. Lastly in this part of our 
service, is the Hymn of Dedication. This is a devotional song that encourages us, as the title indicates, to 
dedicate ourselves to following God.

The final act of worship is the Responsive Benediction and Congregational Response and the Carrying out of 
the Flame. The Responsive Benediction and Congregational Response assures us that nothing is beyond God’s 
love; that he is a constant presence in our lives. As the light of the candle is carried out of the sanctuary, we are 
visually reminded of God’s love and light being brought out into the world.

How blessed are we to have such a beautiful service which focuses on helping us to become better disciples!

Wishing you Peace and Blessings, 

Jane Scordato

From the Diaconate
Have You Ever Wondered?



Masks are optional, but encouraged. 
Normal access is restored – the side door will be open again for entering through the narthex for 
worship. The ushers will be handing out bulletins in the narthex.
Fellowship Hour is back and the Kitchen is open again.
Virtual meetings will continue being offered indefinitely and are still encouraged. 
Virtual worship will also continue being offered on the church website and the church YouTube
channel. 

Re-Opening Team Update June 2022

Psalm 9:9-10 The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your name trust in 
you, for you, Lord have never forsaken those who seek you. (NIV) 

Over the past few weeks, Ellington has moved back to red on the State of Connecticut Code Alert 
Map, as have many of Connecticut’s towns. Most covid-related protocols have been lifted at the State 
and Town levels. Unfortunately, the positivity rate and rate of hospitalizations have been increasing 
for the past several weeks. Our state appears to be in the midst of yet another covid surge.  As of May 
19, 2022 there were 158 towns of 169 total towns in Connecticut in category red. The number of towns 
in the red category has continued to increase over the past few weeks. (The categories best-to-worst 
are gray, yellow, orange and red.) Masks continue to be optional but encouraged, as a personal choice 
and personal responsibility. 

We continue doing our usual monitoring of numbers, maps and reports from the CDC, State of CT 
guidance, and the limited information from the UCC conferences. We also consider feedback from 
local churches, businesses and municipalities. The ReOpening Team is now meeting on an “as 
needed” basis as determined by our Chair, Chas Gross. 

(Please remember that the covid situation is very fluid and can change fairly rapidly. There is also 
about a two-week lag time from submitting our article to distributing the Caller.)

Current Protocols:

For questions or concerns, please contact us at reopening@eccucc.org.
 
Blessings,

Re-Opening Team
Chas Gross, Chair
Mary Iovine
Sharon McLaughlin
Robin Miller
Joann Scott

Thank You
Sharon McLaughlin!

for your many years 
serving as an ECC  

liaison for Ellington 
community events.

With the increasing covid cases, the ReOpening Team is encouraging the 
congregation to resume mask wearing.  It is not required, but encouraged.

mailto:reopening@eccucc.org


The roofing project is now complete. The sanctuary roof was replaced last fall. In May, the education 
wing roof was replaced along with the various flat sections of roofing over the office and elevator areas.
The bell and clock project has begun. A technician has been up to the bell deck to take measurements for 
a new cradle for our 1,400 pound bell. He also removed one of the hands on the west-facing clock face. 
We anticipate that the new cradle and clock mechanism will be installed in June.

Trustee's Corner
It’s been a busy spring for the Trustees.  Here’s a quick update:

Please note that these expensive projects were paid for out of our Capital Improvement Fund which is 
derived from rents collected from our two cell phone antenna tenants. Our church is very fortunate to have 
this source of special-purpose income.

Inside the building, many of our church’s fire doors no longer comply with today’s building codes. Trustee 
Gordie Oliver has been working with the Fire Marshall’s office to develop a feasible plan to implement the 
necessary upgrades. In all likelihood, this project will stretch into multiple years because of the costs 
involved.

Over the next few weeks, we will roll out the new key fob locking system which will replace the metal keys.  
We anticipate that once the fobs have been issued, there will be a brief transitional period where both fobs 
and keys will work at the rear door. After that, the physical locks will be rekeyed, and access will be by fob 
only.

Details for our fuel oil program for the coming heating season will soon be announced. This program
provides for the participating dealers to rebate a portion of their sales to the church. Last June, church 
members had an opportunity to lock in a cap rate of $2.899 a gallon. I’m sure glad I took advantage of this 
offer! Given the recent upward movement in energy prices, I encourage you to give careful consideration to 
this program.

Chas Gross, Trustee Chair

Please join us at our next meeting on Thursday, June 23, 2022, 
at 9:30 a.m. in the social room. This will be our last meeting of 
the season as we do not meet in the summer.

We recently received a donation of yarn, ribbon and needles 
and appreciate this. These items will be shared with our 
members. If you would like more information or the easy basic 
pattern now or during the summer months, please call Jan 
Starkweather at 860 875-1543.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

ECC Operating Results
Year to Date through April 30, 2022

Income excluding Trust Fund & Carry-forward:          $67,199
Expenses:                                                                              $89,179
Deficit/Surplus:                                                                   ($21,980)
Numbers exclude cell tower rent which is used exclusively for capital improvements



Dear Women of ECC,

The Ellington Congregational Church Women’s Fellowship Program Year is coming to a close. The month of 
June ends the 2021-2022 program year and the 2022-2023 program year begins. Our slate of officers for 
2022-2023 includes Co-Presidents, Penny Gates and Sharon McLaughlin; Secretary and Prudential Rep., 
Dottie Marshall: Treasurer, Jan Schaeffer; Assistant Treasurer, Janet Wieliczka; Kitchen Chair, Laurie Hazleton; 
Farmhouse Fair Chair, Jennifer Traynor, Program Chair (unfilled) and Chaplin (unfilled). Please see Penny 
Gates if you are interested in any of the leadership positions. 

We are planning our Annual Luncheon for Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at noon at Figaro’s Restaurant in Enfield.  
All women are invited to attend. Menu selections will be your choice of Stuffed Filet of Sole, Veal Marsala or 
Chicken Francese (lemon) chicken. The cost will be $22 per person and signups will begin on Sunday, June 5 
during Fellowship Hour. Reservations made be made by contacting Jan Schaeffer 860-875-5581. 

Dates of the Farmhouse Fair are Friday, November 4 and Saturday, November 5, 2022.  The summer is often a 
wonderful time to work on crafts for the Fair. If you have some ideas, or would like to chair a new booth, 
please see Jennifer Traynor. Also, please mark your calendars! On Saturday, October 15 in conjunction with 
the Ellington Historical Society Fall Fair, we will be offering a preview of our Fair. Right now, this will be a few 
tables manned by Jen T. and Alexis K. It will also be an opportunity to promote the upcoming Fair.

Our ministries continue gathering. Sacred Stitches is meeting on the third Thursday of each month from 9:00 
a.m. to noon in the Social Room. Everyone who wants to sew is welcome to join. Please contact Jan Schaeffer 
at 860-875-5581 with any questions. The Prayer Shawl ministry meets on the fourth Thursday of each month 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The next meeting is June 23, 2022 and everyone who would like to help is 
welcome! Please contact Jan Starkweather at 860-875-1543 for more information.

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients, Owen Feindel and Jordan Terry! Each of them provided very 
thorough applications and each recipient will be awarded a $500.00 scholarship from Women’s Fellowship. 
Both of these young men have been very active at Ellington Congregational Church.

Cyber theft & identity theft: Reminder - There are two pamphlets from the federal government available on 
the table outside of the church office about protecting your identity and cyber theft.Please feel free to take 
what you need. 

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board meeting is Friday, June 3, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom. There 
will not be a Women’s Fellowship Executive Board meeting in July. 

Blessings,

Penny Gates, Acting President

Women's Fellowship News
The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and friends 

of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

Congratulations to 
our scholarship 

recipients, Owen 
Feindel and Jordan 

Terry!  



Canned pasta, all kinds
Pouches of instant potatoes 
and rice such as Rice a Roni 
and Knorr
Packets of fruit or pudding 
in plastic containers 
Small packages of potato 
chips, pretzels, cheese 
twists
Small packets of cheese or 
peanut butter crackers
Small boxes of juice!!
Cookies

Shopping Cart Ministry
June Most Needed Items

MISSIONS is on a Mission

It's not what you take when you leave this world behind you. It's what
you leave behind you when you go." Country singer Randy Travis  

The Board of Missions voted to support Brian Cocuzzo in 
the Walk Against Hunger ($250,.00) which in turn will 
support Hands on Hartford. Thank you Brian!

Missions is pleased to support T.E.L.O.S. as they work to 
raise funds toward their Missions trip this year. ($1,500) 
This is their first trip in a few years, thanks to Covid. We 
wish them God speed and thank them for the beautiful 
letter of thanks they sent to Missions. It was much 
appreciated.

We will once again celebrate Father's Days by selling cards you can give 
in honor of a loved one. This will benefit Hawkwing, providing blankets 
for children who attend one of the several schools on the reservation. 

Fathers Day cards will be sold on June 5, June 12 and June 19 after 
church.

They want to start getting ready for kids 
home from school this summer:

Also please note: Food stores are not dropping off as many 
bread and rolls as they used to, because they have cut back on 
baking them. 

As always, any donation of food is very much appreciated.

Warm someone's heart while warming a Lakota child.

Friendship Class

JUNE  Penny Gates will share her trip that she took to 
Scotland along with pictures.  

The Friendship Class meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month from September through June, at 1:00 in room 201. 
All are welcome!



FARMHOUSE FAIR
SAVE THE DATE!

NOVEMBER 4-5, 2022
 

Home-made and Hand-made
Held in our traditional indoor style

All proceeds to go ECC.
 

Questions can be directed via email to jenniferatraynor@yahoo.com

We would love YOUR hand-made item donations 
to support the church!  This is the list of what we 
need that you can work on over the summer. We're 
looking for items or kits that people might 
purchase at the fair, such as:

Decorative food kits
Christmas décor
18” doll clothes
Pet toys and goodies such as cat wand toys, cat nip bags, dog coats, dog biscuits, and any 
animal-themed items
Any items made from fibers like yarn and fabric, such as quilts, clothing, blankets, kitchen 
items, baby items, hair and body items
Kids Corner – new or gently used items that kids will want to purchase as Christmas gifts

Come to the new member 
informational session to learn about 
Ellington Congregational Church to 
see if membership is right for you! 
Pastor Joanne and representatives 
from ECC boards and committees will 
be there to share information and 
answer any questions. You will also be 
matched with a mentor who can 
continue to help you to get the most 
out of your new church relationship. 
On June 12, we will receive new 
members during worship. Please 
email pastor@eccucc.org for more 
information or to let Joanne know you 
are interested in attending.



Mission Statement 

To be a dynamic and nurturing community 
called by God’s grace 

to know Christ and make Him known 
through worship, love, and service. 

Adopted September 15, 2019 

New home? Phone? E-mail?

United Church of Christ 

Please e-mail Officeadmin@eccucc.org. 

Ellington Congregational Church 

ECC Contact Information
860-871-6606   www.eccucc.org

Church Office hours : Tues - Fri   9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Officeadmin@eccucc.org

Please note Pastor Joanne's new email address: Pastor@eccucc.org

Location/Shipping Address
      72 Main Street

Mailing Address
 P.O. Box 216, 
  Ellington, CT 06029-0216

Fax   860-871-5932

WIFI for Sanctuary and Social
Room:  ECCwifi1
pass: 2019churchECC!

The 24/7 church answering
machine provides
instructions for urgent call
service .

Pastoral Emergencies, 
concerns or prayer requests, 
call Pastor Joanne at 860-872- 
9222. 

christianed@eccucc.org
Lee Carman, Youth & Children 
Faith Formation Director

musicdirector@eccucc.org
Juliane ‘Julie’ LaRocca, 
Director of Music

outreach@eccucc.org
Jill McAllister, Outreach & 
Media Coordinator/ Website 
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