
1 

Rev. Tyler Gingrich 
 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Winnipeg 

Message for the Seventh Sunday of Easter – Sunday, May 29, 2022 
Texts: Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
 
Grace and peace to you from the Risen One, the first fruits of the new creation, the One who 
prays for us, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Greetings to you from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Winnipeg! It’s good to be able to connect 

with our wider church in this way! 

There’s a tune that dates back to the mid-1960s, and my hunch is that many, if not most of us 

in church circles, have heard it at some point: 

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord,  

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord,  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored:  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.  

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.  

Other verses say “we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand... we will work with 

each other, we will work side by side... and they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

I admit to being cynical about it at one time, finding the tune almost like a military band march, 

and the words kind of exclusivist: “Christians aren’t the only ones who show love!”  

But learning a bit more of the song’s story, and also seeing and hoping that people can be 

moved into new places by poetry and song, I’ve appreciated it more recently! Let me tell you 

a little bit about it: 

Peter Scholtes wrote the hymn "They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love" while he 

was a Roman Catholic parish priest at St. Brendan's on the South Side of Chicago in the 

1960s. At the time, he was leading a youth choir out of the church basement and was 

looking for an appropriate song for a series of ecumenical, interracial events. When he 

couldn't find such a song, he wrote the now-famous hymn in a single day. 

(https://hymnary.org/text/we_are_one_in_the_spirit) 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

Finding places of unity can be hard. 

We live in a day where we can connect with anyone, anywhere, anytime... pretty much 

instantly! I grew up in the 1980s, and I can tell my kids, who are in their middle school years 

that “when I was your age, we had to send rolls of film off to be developed, and if we wanted 



2 

to be in touch with someone, we wrote them a letter and waited for their reply... it would take 

weeks!” Today, digital cameras and email, let alone texts and social media, are a bit faster...! 

 People are connected in ways we’ve never been connected before. We communicate 

faster, we can get places faster, we have sped up the pace of life! 

 One would think that we could arrive at understanding when we’re able to 

communicate more quickly. But, sadly, it would seem that we don’t always understand each 

other, or take the time to understand each other. It would seem that we’re faster to quarrel, 

that we lose patience in the comments sections of an online article or post; or that we honk or 

gesture without hesitation in traffic! 

 Will they know we are Christians by our love? 

 As Christians in the world, we haven’t really shown ourselves to be one. Historically, 

we’ve split East and West; we’ve split Roman Catholic and Protestant... we’ve not really 

shown the love we might claim to embody in the way we’ve used church tradition and power 

to contribute to colonization and oppression of peoples the world over... And, in recent 

memory, our Christian brothers and sisters have aligned themselves with political movements, 

stepping further from the gospel of grace and towards ideologies that serve self-interests: 

does God help those who help themselves? Does God want you to be rich? What does Jesus 

say about abortion? Does our faith urge us to care for creation, or not? ...these are the kinds 

of things that have separated us! We are in the world, but do we consider our part in the inter-

connected web of life? Do we seek unity with creation – with all creatures and the planet? 

 Through the pandemic time, since March of 2020, we’ve seen racially-motivated 

violence – think of George Floyd; we’ve uncovered in tangible ways, and ways we’re now 

paying attention to, what Indigenous people have been saying for years – that children were 

abused and died horrific deaths at Indian Residential Schools – think about the bodies found 

at former school sites. Through these past couple of years, we – as society – have struggled 

with what it means to care for our neighbour with differences of opinion of how to be safe in a 

pandemic time: do we get vaccinated? Do we wear masks? What risk do we pose to 

ourselves, and what risk do we pose to those around us? And then, is it our responsibility to 

help people in poorer countries have access to pandemic-ending health care? In recent days, 

we’ve seen the invasion of Ukraine, and that has had significant, ongoing coverage, exposing 

a violent invasion leading to the death of many civilians; what about places like Afghanistan 

where a recent change in government is making life hard for women and girls? 
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We may ask, in all of this: what is the Christian response? Where are the places where we 

are one, called to unity? 

 Jesus prays for us. The whole of chapter 17 of John’s gospel is this “High Priestly 

Prayer,” as it is known. And, in our lectionary cycle, we get it in three chunks (A – John 17:1-

11; B – John 17:6-19; C – John 17:20-26) – being in Year C, the year of Luke, we get the last 

chunk. So, we began in 2020 on the Seventh Sunday of Easter with the first part, then the 

second part last year, and now today’s verses. 

 Listen to the words in this chapter – listen to what Jesus prays... there is repetition... as 

if we are called to grasp a deep message, or one that we may struggle with, and need to hear 

again and again: 

“they are in the world, and I am coming to you.” (vs.11) 

“that they may be one, as we are one” (vs.11) 

“they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.” (vs.14) 

“that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in 

us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (vs.21) 

“that they may be one, as we are one” (vs.22) 

And Jesus is praying to the first person of the Trinity - Father: Abba, Creator... Jesus is, of 

course, the Son, the Incarnate Word, the Redeeming One. And the prayer is that the Spirit 

move us – the Advocate we heard about, last week in chapter 14, who will remind us of all 

Jesus has said. ...in all of this: that we may be one, as there is unity in the Trinity. 

 Creator, Incarnate Word, Spirit of Life... this connects the faith-piece with the daily-work 

piece, and Jesus prays that we may have that kind of connection among us. That what we 

believe is integrated into what we do. 

 The prayer is for disciples who struggle with unity; they struggled then, we struggle 

now. The words are a plea for peace, for grace... which is really what happens when we’re 

able to come together. 

 And hear the call that is part of the prayer: “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also 

on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word” (vs.20). We might say that the 

call has been answered through the generations, since we have come to believe – but we are 

also responsible! How we live and incarnate the faith matters, and Jesus prays that we may 

do it in ways that inspire and invite others into unity, into peace-filled living. 

 Two years ago, I added a verse to the song “They’ll Know We Are Christians.” In 2020, 

vaccines weren’t available yet, and masks weren’t considered widely needed to minimize 
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spread, but you’ll remember that we were isolated and we were using lots of hand-sanitizer! 

Even so, it felt like there was some solidarity around the world – that we were all going 

through this together – and perhaps there was some hope in that. Here are the words from 

that time: 

We will pray for each other when we’re distanced and away 
We will pray for our neighbour, we will work towards their health 
And we’ll live in new ways so that need will be no more. 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love 
 

Even as we have come through trying times, can we see hope on the horizon? Can we work 

towards peace? Can we make our struggle one of unity, towards compassion and care for our 

neighbour? Can we take what we’ve received at the font – a welcome, a name, an identity, 

and an embrace – and take it into the world? Can we take what we become at the table – 

presence and life of Christ – to hungry people, to creation yearning for new life? 

 Jesus prays for us: “that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 

them even as you have loved me.” (vs.23) 

 Pray with me as we pray for unity, today: 

Regardless of our place in life, no matter our political stripe, 

regardless of our skin colour or ethnic background, 

we follow Christ, we are one in the Body. 

In the same unity that we see in Creator, Redeemer, and Inspirer, 

we seek to find unity among ourselves as followers – unity that draws our different beings 

together, creative ones, ones who incarnate grace, and ones who are spiritual – that we might 

be Love in the world, that we might be Life in moments of despair and death. 

Work through us in all our varied forms, expressing the great diversity among us, 

and draw us together for the sake of the world. 

For the sake of those like us, for the sake of those not like us, 

May we be One, O God. Help us to set aside those things that would lead us away from 

grace-filled living; help us to see beyond ourselves; help us to be Love in the world – 

reminding the world of the Source of Life and Love, and God who loves all, through whose 

Incarnate Word we pray, with the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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