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-Disunity as a failure of Christian identity- 

Date:  May 29, 2022 (Easter 7) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 16:16-34; Ps. 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26. 

2.  Subject:  Christology. 

3.  Topic:  our unity based in the identity and character of Jesus. 

4.  Aim:  instruct, challenge. 

5.  Proposition:  “Christian unity is not something for which we strive.  It is something we imitate.” 
 

JESUS IS OUR UNITY 

 

 Unity in Christ is inherent to our identity as Christians.  Christians are 

defined, in part, by their visible and concrete unity.  This is part of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.   
20”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 

who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be 

one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The 

glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 

be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may 

become completely one, so that the world may know that you 

have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.1 

We live in unity because Jesus lived in unity with the Father.  We are unified by 

the sacrificial love of Christ because he was unified with God out of that love.  

Christians are defined in part by their unity. 

 

 It’s a shame that we’re not very good with unity.  We’ve set up 

organizational and theological borders that inhibit unity.  Often, inter-

denominational talks are tainted with self-righteousness and protectionist 

attitudes.  We’re not very good with unity in the Church. 

 

 I’m not talking here about the disunity in our country or in the United 

States.  Those truckers seeking to tear the country apart in the name of individual 

rights don’t have an obligation to unity—it’s the Christians who do.  The gun 

lobbyists in the United States who want to enable more mass shootings don’t have 

an obligation to unity—it’s the Christians who do.   

 

 
1 John 17:20-23.   
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 Most of the time, most of the Church says, “I’ll be unified with you as long 

as you believe the same way that I do.”  So, one group insists that all have to speak 

in tongues or else there’s no unity.  Another says, “You have to run your Church 

the same way we do or there’s no unity.”  Or, “Our way of teaching and thinking 

are the only true ways.”  We’re not very good with our unity. 

 

 But it is complicated, isn’t it.  We can’t force everyone into one organization 

called “The Christian Church”.  Uniformity is not unity.  Somehow, we have to 

find a way to be unified in the midst of our denominational diversity.   

 

 Let’s remember what Jesus said:   
21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in 

you, may they also be in us…22The glory that you have given me 

I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in 

them and you in me, that they may become completely one… 

Jesus’ own prayer for unity stemmed from his identity, from who he was in 

relationship with the Father.  He and the Father were one, so the disciples were 

to be one.   

 

 But Jesus and the Father were not one in their practices.  The Father was the 

Creator, Jesus the Saviour.  The Father stood outside time and space.  Jesus 

immersed himself in our existence.  They were unified, but did different things. 

 

 Jesus and the Father are one in purpose.  They are one in their goals for 

humankind.  They are one in self-sacrificing love.  It is Jesus’ identity as God 

incarnate that forms the foundation for the divine unity.   

 

 Our unity is to be founded on that same identity not on what we want to 

do in our practice of the faith.  We don’t set the terms for our unity—Jesus does.   

 

 It seems like we’re getting closer to a helpful resolution. 

 

 If the identity of Jesus is the foundation for his divine unity with the Father 

and if that unity is an expression of his self-sacrificing love for the Father, then 

our unity can only be based on the same self-sacrificing love for the Father.  With 
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this realization, it’s no longer your practice or habits or traditions that forge unity 

in the Church—it is the love that sacrifices for others.   

 

 Suddenly, no one should care whether or not you speak in tongues or have 

popes or don’t allow women to preach.  What matters is this:  do you love God as 

Jesus did?  Do you love people as Jesus did?  Do you love God with all that you 

are and love others in a parallel way?  This is the foundation and the direction of 

Christian unity. 

 

 Of course, this unity must be demonstrated and proven in acts of sacrificial 

love.  We sacrifice some ideological point for the love of others.  We give of our 

time, effort and resources so that others may be blessed by God’s love.  We offer 

ourselves and our most cherished practices so that others may experience the 

creating love of the Father.   

 

 This sounds great, but it is not easy.  Love is always complicated and the 

divine love of God no less so. 

 

 This quality of love is not attraction or desire or affection or even a vague 

liking of other people.  Divine love is both gift and choice.  Love is the ability to 

sympathize and empathize with the beloved.  It is the ability to trust the other 

with one’s own life and so find oneself will to sacrifice one’s life for the other.  

Such love stems from our own relationship with God, who sacrificed his life for 

us.  The hunger and inclination to love are God’s gifts to us.  We choose to live in 

those gifts, to pay the cost of love because we have been loved.  We are loved, 

which is God’s gift to us.  We love, which is our choice for others.  

 

 This divine, self-sacrificing love is the foundation for Christian unity.  Such 

love is the impetus for unity as it overcomes the barriers to unity.  This unity in 

love is part of our identity as Christians.   

 

 According to Jesus, such love is also inherent to our proclamation.   
23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 

so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me. 
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Our unity in Christ is an integral part of our proclamation. 

 

 The inescapable conclusion is this:  our lack of unity materially hurts our 

proclamation.  Non-Christians look at the internal wrangling of the 

denominations and hesitate to become associated with such.  In addition, most of 

the world is looking for THE right way and the competition amongst 

denominations discourages a deeper examination.  Our lack of Christian unity 

impedes our proclamation to the world.   

 

 We have to do something about this—for the sake of people and for the sake 

of our proclamation.   

 

 Since Jesus actually spent time praying for our unity and since he founded 

our unity in his own identity, it is safe to say that being unified in purpose and 

love is not an option.  In order to be the Church, the Church must be unified in 

purpose and love, but not in organization or structure.   

 

 So, even if we face opposition and resistance, we must look for ways to 

encourage and direct unity within the Christian Church.  That is, we must look 

for ways to sacrificially love other Christians.  This is important on the levels of 

our communities and our diocese.   

 

 We look for ways through which we may jointly proclaim the gospel and 

support the ministries of others.  We give sacrificially of our resources to others.  

We combat competition amongst congregations.  We support the ministries of the 

diocese as if they were our own—which, of course, they are.  We create ways in 

which we may prove ourselves unified in purpose and love. 

 

 This is part of what it means to be a Christian.  Unity in purpose and love 

is part of our identity in Christ.  It is part of who we are and part of who God 

intends us to become.  Let’s work to make this real in our lives and in the life of 

the Church. 

 

 AMEN.   


