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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is 
in worship that we express our theology and define 
our identity. It is through encountering God within 
worship that we are formed and transformed as the 
people of God. One of the glories of the Anglican 

Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the 
patterns, forms, words and actions through which 

public worship is conducted. 
 

The people’s responses are in bold. 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 

Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum 

agreement.  We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together 

gently upon this land. 

 

                                  The Gathering of the Community 

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music during 

which the congregation can prepare for worship. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC     Prologue on ‘Ascension’                   Healey Willan 

 
 



WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise         (CP#247)     
 
1.  Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia! 

  to his throne above the skies; alleluia! 

  Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, alleluia! 

  enters now the highest heaven! Alleluia! 

 

2.  There for him high triumph waits; alleluia! 

  lift your heads, eternal gates; alleluia! 

  he hath conquered death and sin; alleluia! 

  take the King of glory in. Alleluia! 

 

3.  Highest heaven its Lord receives, alleluia! 

  yet he loves the earth he leaves;  alleluia! 

  though returning to his throne, alleluia! 

  still he calls the world his own.  Alleluia! 

 

4.  See! He lifts his hands above, alleluia! 

  See! He shows the prints of love; alleluia! 

  Hark! His gracious lips bestow alleluia! 

  blessings on his church below. Alleluia! 

 

5.  Still for us he intercedes; alleluia! 

  his prevailing death he pleads, alleluia! 

  near himself prepares our place, alleluia! 

  he the first-fruits of our race. Alleluia!   

 

6.  Lord, though parted from our sight, alleluia! 

  far above the starry height, alleluia! 

  grant our hearts may thither rise, alleluia! 

  seeking thee above the skies.  Alleluia! 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

May his grace and peace be with you. 
May he fill our hearts with joy. 



INTRODUCTION 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful 

hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his 

defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told 

them about the kingdom of God. 

Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven 

to take his throne over all dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation, 

and submitting to his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting.   Amen. 

 
 

THE GLORIA

 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life.  
The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:  

 

Almighty God, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven. Mercifully give us faith to know that, as he promised, he abides with us 

on earth to the end of time; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.   Amen.  

 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING        Acts 1: 1-11 

A reading from the book of Acts. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself 

alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days 

and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you 

have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now.’ 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



THE PSALM                  47 

  

The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 

another.  

 

1  Clap your hands, / all you / peoples; * 

 shout to / God • with a / cry of  / joy. 

2  For the Lord Most High is / to be / feared; * 

 he is the great / king • over / all the / earth. 

 

3  He subdues the / peoples / under us, * 

 and the / nations / under • our / feet. 

4  He chooses our in/heri•tance / for us, * 

 the pride of / Jacob / whom he / loves. 

 

5  God has gone / up • with a / shout, * 

 the Lord with the / sound • of the / räm’s / horn. 

6  Sing praises to / God sing / praises; * 

 sing praises / to our / king sing / praises. 

 

7  For God is king of / all the / earth; * 

 sing / praises with / all your / skill. 

8  God reigns / over the / nations; * 

 God sits u/pon his / holy / throne. 

 

9  The nobles of the peoples have / gathered to/gether * 

 with the / people • of the / God of / Abraham. 

10  The rulers of the earth be/long to / God, * 

 and / he is / highly ex/alted. 

 

 

 



THE SECOND READING       Ephesians 1: 15-23 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.       

      

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 

reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 

is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his 

feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, to the close of the age.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE HOLY GOSPEL       Luke 24: 44-53  

This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, 

teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to 

show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 

       

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 

‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending 

upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.’ 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 

was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 

worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON              Rob Miller 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 

scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE CREED 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 

325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 

feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 

“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit.. 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.   On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, the 

nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those 

who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a larger 

fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ.  

 

 

 



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The presider invites the people to confession, 

 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by putting away 

all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

name. Amen. 

 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

The community stands for the Peace. 

 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia.  

  

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

THE OFFERTORY 

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in 

our contributions towards the work of the church.  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN    Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!                   (CP#246) 

1.  Hail, thou once despised Jesus! 

  Hail, thou Galilean King! 

  Thou didst suffer to release us; 

  thou didst free salvation bring. 

  Hail, thou universal Saviour! 

  Thou hast borne our sin and shame; 

  by thy merits we find favour; 

  life is given through thy name. 

 

2.  Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, 

  all our sins on thee were laid; 

  by almighty love anointed, 

  thou hast full atonement made. 

  All thy people are forgiven 

  through the virtue of thy blood; 

  opened is the gate of heaven; 

  peace is made ‘twixt us and God. 

 

3.  Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory, 

  there forever to abide, 

  all the heavenly host adore thee, 

  seated at thy Father’s side. 

  Worship, honour, power, and blessing 

  thou art worthy to receive; 

  loudest praises, without ceasing, 

  meet it is for us to give. 

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

 

Source of all joy, receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Keep us in the love of 

Christ and bring us to the vision of his glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has 

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 

long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last 

Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 

begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who after his glorious resurrection appeared to his disciples, 

and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we 

might also be, and reign with him in glory. 

 

Therefore, joining our voices with the whole company of heaven, we sing our joyful hymn 

of praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 

  

 



We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to us  

In Creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;   

and above all  in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to  

be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you  

have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have 

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.   

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our  

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and  

gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  this is my body which is given for you.  Do  

this for the remembrance of me.” 

  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and  

said,  “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and  

for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  

me.”  

  

Therefore, Father, according to his command,  

we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;  

 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you,  

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the  

sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  Unite us to your Son in  

his sacrifice, that we,  made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the  

fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city  

of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by  

whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory  

are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.    

 

 

 

 

 

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the 

spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
Now we are raised to new life. 

We were buried in your tomb. 
Now we share in your resurrection. 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 



MUSIC AT COMMUNION 

King of Glory, King of Peace                    Bach/Harris 

King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love Thee; 
and that love may never cease, 
I will move Thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 
Thou didst note my working breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 
 
Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing Thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring Thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
Thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, 
Thou didst hear me. 
 
Sev'n whole days, not one in seven, 
I will praise Thee; 
in my heart, though not in heaven, 
I can raise Thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enroll Thee: 
e'en eternity's too short 
to extol Thee.                    

(George Herbert) 

 

The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Eternal God, may we who share Christ's banquet be one with him as he is one with you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the risen and ascended Lord.  Amen. 
 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 



THE BLESSING 
 
God the Father, who has given to his Son the name above every name,  
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
Amen. 

God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens,  
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 
Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 
Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  O Lord Most High, Eternal King         (CP#245) 

 

1. O Lord most high, eternal king, by thee redeemed thy praise we sing. 
 The bonds of death are burst by thee, and grace has won the victory. 
 
2. Ascending to the sapphire throne, thou claim’st the kingdom as thine own; 
 And angels wonder when they see how changed is our humanity. 
 
3. Be thou our joy, O mighty Lord, as thou wilt be our great reward; 
 let all our glory be in thee both now and through eternity. 
 
4. O risen Christ, ascended Lord, all praise to thee let earth accord, 
 who art, while endless ages run, with Father and with Spirit, one. 
  Alleluia! 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
POSTLUDE   Finale                   William France  
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PERMISSIONS 

Introduction to Confession, Introduction to the Peace and Blessing are from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 
England (2000). Church House Publishing, London. pp 316, 317.  OneLicense.net #A-707055 

 

 


