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“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 

peace” 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen 

Today is  a special Sunday in the Church Year. As well as being 

the Fifth Sunday after Easter, it is a day for us to meditate upon 

the essential spiritual work of prayer. It is a day for every 

Christian soul, and the Church as a whole to think about both the 

needs of the world, and our own needs, and to implore Almighty 

God to grant grace and healing to a broken and suffering world, 

and to mercifully regard the desires that each of us have for  new 

and contrite hearts. 

In this morning’s Gospel we hear our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ 

addressing his Disciples about the the key that opens the heart of 

God to our needs-it is the little word “ask”. We have the 

wonderful privilege, as Christian believers to approach with 

utter confidence, the Eternal Throne of Grace. We have the 

Blessed Assurance that the Merciful ear of God is ever open to 

receive our petitions, but that we must ask-we must ask with 

trust, humility, and true penitence. 

This seems so very simple doesn’t it dear friends. What could be 

more simple than this? But for so many of us, our life of prayer 



seems tedious and hopeless! We have asked so many times and 

perhaps feel that God is silent and unconcerned with our needs- 

especially those deep inner needs of our souls! How many of us 

have felt that our Loving and Gracious God could really care 

less about us, and that surely our needs are unimportant to Him 

who is the Great Lover of souls! 

But wait! Perhaps what we need to do in this situation is look 

honestly at our life of prayer and ask ourselves some necessary 

questions! Are we praying for those things that will promote our 

highest spiritual good? Are we praying to have our inward 

vision made clearer so that we are less concerned with the 

outward, and more centered upon the invisible realities of the 

new life in Christ? Are we seeking to bargain with our Dear 

Father in Heaven-do we feel that our supposed “goodness” 

should entitle us to a greater influence before the Throne of 

Grace?  

When we begin to think deeply about these things, we may well 

find that our life of prayer is more about us than about the Holy 

Will of God-more about seeking success and the satisfaction of 

what we want, than seeking to know and follow the perfect path 

of Christ’s royal way of the Cross! This is the great danger for 

all of us isn’t it- that Satan can take this wonderful way of 

prayer, and twist it to accomplish his ends. What a great tragedy 

for a Christian to allow the practise of prayer to be simply 

another way of being deaf to the call of God, and caught in the 

world’s net of deception and deceit. So we must be careful and 



watchful in regard to our soul’s health! We need to have a 

certain inner sobriety, so that our prayer is something authentic 

and life giving rather than a source of frustration and inner 

darkness. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ gives us a blessed key to ensuring that our 

prayer become what our dear Father in Heaven intended it to be. 

He tells us to ask of the Father in His Name. In other words we 

are to realise that our prayer is first of all to be through Him as 

our Mediator and Redeemer, as the one who is our Advocate 

with the Father. In some mysterious way, our prayer of Faith 

and Humility is taken by the Eternal Son of God and presented 

to the Father of All by the Gracious ministry of the Holy Ghost! 

Remember that our Saviour sits at the right hand of the Father 

and by His heavenly intercession, pleads His suffering and death 

for each and every one of us-both now and forever. What a 

Mercy and a Grace-to know without a doubt that Christ is our 

Great High Priest, and that our prayer, no matter how feeble and 

unworthy is a part of His Holy pleading and Priestly intercession 

for us. 

But there is another thing to consider in all of this as we seek to 

ask Christ for His blessing on our prayer- that we must seek to 

offer our prayers and petitions in accordance to His Holy Will 

and purpose for us. We need to ask the Holy Ghost to help us to 

pray with the mind and heart of Christ! None of us can do this 

on our own,none of us can fully understand the mysteries of this 

loving spiritual intimacy that we call prayer! But what we can 



do is seek to discover the mind of Christ in His Holy Word. If 

we want to know the will of the blessed Jesus, if we want to 

understand the extent of His love for us, then we must seek His 

heart as it is revealed to us in His Holy and life giving 

Word.Each of us must seek Him with diligence and true spiritual 

longing so that our prayer is offered up in accordance with His 

Heart and His will for us. 

Friends, let us also find a pattern for our prayers in the Liturgy 

of the Church! Here is where our beloved Prayerbook plays such 

an important role in our spiritual growth. Here in this precious 

gift to the Church we find a school of prayer-a way of praying 

that brings form and depth to our prayers, and that places us 

within the blessed way of prayer that has been taught and 

practised by the faithful for centuries. 

This Rogationtide is a call isn’t it? It is a call to love-a call to 

embrace ever more completely the way of Life and Holiness- a 

Life and Holiness that is found nowhere else but in Him who is 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life! The Rogation days this week 

are a gift- a gift to each of us from the one who has sent to us the 

greatest gift of all in the Person of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ. May these next few days inspire us to do as our Lord has 

instructed us- to ask, in His All-Powerful and Grace Filled 

Name for the spiritual good of ourselves and for this dark and 

uncertain world. Above all we need to ask to become true “doers 

of the Word” as St James reminds us in today’s Epistle! 



After Rogationtide comes the Feast of the Ascension of our 

Lord-when we celebrate His bodily return to Heaven-there to 

prepare a place for us in His Kingdom, and to enter into His 

priestly ministry for us and for the world.May this week be 

especially dear to our hearts, and may we seek above all this 

week to draw ever closer to our Blessed Jesus in our prayers and 

to ask with real intent for His blessing and healing grace to be 

poured out upon our poor and feeble hearts, and upon all who 

seek life, truth, and a new beginning. Above all, may each of us 

experience that “peace that passeth all understanding” and may 

that peace enfold all true and faithful hearts! 

Glory be to God for All Things!  AMEN 


