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The Gospel According to John was written in Ephesus in the last decade of the 

First Century AD,1. It addresses Christians at a time when their proclamation of Jesus as 

the Messiah has become problematic enough that you can no longer do so and be 

welcome at the synagogue. It is a painful conflict, dividing friends and families in the 

same way that discussion of religions and politics can ruin a family dinner today. It 

means that the community of Jewish Jesus-followers are denied their lifelong spiritual 

home in the synagogue. They must find another.

But why? Why does this truth seem so wonderful, so amazing, so liberating to 

some, but seem offensive or nonsensical to others? How can their friends and family not 

see what they see?

Combining the stories and traditions handed down to him, “John” shows Jesus 

giving his farewell address to his disciples. Jesus has told his disciples that after his 

death, through the Holy Spirit the disciples will fully understand who Jesus is. Judas (no 

relation to the other Judas) asks, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and 

not to the world?” What is this revelation that will be visible to some and not to others? 

1 “Exegetical Perspective,” John 14:23-29, Feasting on the Word, Year C, vol. 2, edited by David L. Bartlett and Barbara 
Brown Taylor (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 493.
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Judas speaks for John’s first readers, and Judas speaks for us as well. Two weeks 

ago in a sermon I encouraged us to the have the faith to make our grief and our need 

known to God; to lament; to call upon God to act. I noted that in the Acts of the 

Apostles, the Gospel spreads when God sends Peter and Paul in response to the 

disciples’ calls for help.

But afterwards, someone asked, “Does that mean that if our ministry has failed, 

then our faith was insufficient?”

If by a failing ministry we mean that few people seem to be joining us inside the 

Church, if we mean that the Gospel does not seem to be spreading as a result of our 

efforts, then Judas’ question is our question. What is the difference between those within

the Church and those outside the Church, and why are there so many outside, than 

inside? Is Jesus choosing to reveal himself to some, and not to others?

Jesus doesn’t answer the question directly. “Those who love me will keep my 

word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with

them.” Does that mean that human love for Jesus is a choice? Then why do some choose

to love him and some do not? Or does God choose who will hear Jesus’ words and 

respond in love? This idea is called predestination and some, like John Calvin, believed 

it was so. But what kind of a loving God could make that choice?2

2 “Theological Perspective,” Feasting, 494.
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Were you conscious of hearing the Gospel and choosing to be moved by it or not? 

I don’t think I  did. But...I did make the choice to stick around long enough to find out. 

Maybe that’s what John is saying, here. If you choose to listen to the words, if you 

follow the Way of life that Jesus describes, if you join the community of Christ’s 

followers, then you begin to experience the emotional, the spiritual Truth at the core of 

John’s Gospel: that Jesus is the presence of God in and among humanity, demonstrated 

in Jesus Christ. I’ve talked before about seeing how dedicated my parents and others 

were to my childhood church, and that got me in the door long enough to learn what it 

was really about. Maybe that’s what’s going on elsewhere in the Gospel, where Jesus 

talks about a faith based on signs. Jesus’ healing and feeding miracles attract people’s 

attention, but unless they move past that initial interest to what the signs point to, their 

faith is arid and shallow.

These signs point to a deep faith, experienced as Jesus and the Father “making 

their home” with the disciples. This doesn’t just mean moving in with them. The original

Greek word used here is poeiō, which could mean to build a home. It is not about the 

second coming; it is not about the resurrection of the dead; this is a reality experienced 

in the lives of the disciples, and it is a work in progress.3 Jesus, the Father, and the 

disciples are every day creating a home for the disciples. Every day, as the disciples live 

3 “Exegetical Perspective,” Feasting, 495.
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out Jesus’ words, they discover the presence of God in humanity and determine what 

that will look like.

We are not left alone to remember and figure out Jesus’ words. Jesus promises that

God will send the Holy Spirit, who will “teach you everything, and remind you of all 

that I have said to you.” Does this mean that the Spirit is teaching us new things about 

God and Jesus, or just reminding us and clarifying what we already know? Is the 

crucified and risen Christ the full revelation of the Christian message?4 If not, why is 

Easter our most significant Christian holiday? And if it is, then what happened to Jesus 

and the Father continuing building a home with the disciples as we keep his words?

I would say that the fundamental truth of God is God’s love, and the fact that this 

love was shown in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the embodiment of God’s love in humanity, and 

God dwells in us as well. This is the eternal and unchanging truth of God. But the 

implications for today and how to live it out: those are always changing.

So, finally coming back to that question from last week: if there are fewer and 

people in the Church, does that mean our ministry has failed and our faith is 

insufficient? No. The division is not between those who are in the church and those who 

are outside it, but rather between those who keep Jesus’ words and those who do not. 

Both types of people can be found anywhere, inside or outside the Church. If we live out

those words, we will find Jesus and God dwelling with us. If we live out those words, 

4 “Theological Perspective,” Feasting, 492.

4



Sermon for May 22, 2022 Tim Bowman

others will hear them. Whether those words find a home in others, is between them and 

God.
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