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GATHERING MUSIC     “Prelude and Fugue in G Major, BWV 557”         J. S. Bach  
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE         “My Heart Ever Faithful”          J. S. Bach  
 

(11:00)  LITURGY FOR THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 

(We Stand) 
 

(8:30) THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, the fountain of living  
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 

A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ  
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will  
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5) 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s  
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through 
+ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN        “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”           ELW 384 
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GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING           Acts 16:9-15 
 
9
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and  

saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 
10

When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 
news to them. 
  

11
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to  

Neapolis, 
12

and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 

13
On the sabbath day we went outside 

the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. 

14
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of 

God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 

15
When she and her household 

were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 
stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                 Psalm 67 

1
May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

 may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2
Let your way be known | upon earth, 

 your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3
Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

 let all the | peoples praise you. 
4
Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
5
Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 

 let all the | peoples praise you. 
6
The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

 God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7
May God | give us blessing, 

 and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 
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SECOND READING             Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
 
10

And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
  

22
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 

23
And 

the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb. 

24
The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into 

it. 
25

Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
26

People will bring into 
it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 

22:1
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 
2
through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves 
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

3
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. 

But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 
4
they will 

see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5
And there will be no more night; they 

need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and 
ever. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 

(We Stand) 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL        John 14:23-29 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23

Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 

24
Whoever does not 

love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. 
 

25
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 

26
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. 

27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
28

You heard me 
say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 

29
And now I have told you this  

before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jason 
 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     "When Peace like a River”            ELW 785 



10 

(8:30) THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us to be  
generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can support our ministry by 
putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or 
through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish 
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 

 
Anthem                 "Beautiful City”           arr. Rollo Dilworth 
 

Oh! What a beautiful city. Twelve gates to the city, Hallelu! 
 

Three gates in-a the east. Three gates in-a the west.  
Three gates in-a the north. Three gates in-a the south 

 

Makin' it twelve gates to the city, Hallelu! 
 

Oh! What a beautiful city. Twelve gates to the city, Hallelu! 
 

My Lord built-a that city. Said it was just a four square. 
Wanted all of you sinners to meet Him in-a the air 

 

Cause he built twelve gates to the city, Hallelu! 
 

I just want to go, to that city. I want to go.  
Oh don't you want to go, go, to the beautiful city, I want to go. 
I just want to go to that beautiful, beautiful city, I want to go. 

 

Twelve gates to the city, Hallelu! 
 

(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY                  ELW 184 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
THE PREFACE 
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THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn      “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”           LBW 200 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill 
you with great joy and bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “Glories of Your Name Are Spoken”           ELW 358 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
POSTLUDE         “March”       G. F. Handel  
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Sunday, May 22, 2022 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
Our Home-making God 
 
Into the midst of our anxiety and alarm we are offered a vision of a  
glorious future filled with promise—the promise that God will make a 
home with us. This is a promise of an ultimate future home—a New  
Jerusalem!—but also a promise of God’s daily home-making presence 
in the hearts of all who believe. Paul has a vision of a cry for help from 
Macedonia, and his beloved church at Philippi is founded in the home 
and household of Lydia. In Revelation, John, turning from the lake of 
fire, is carried up in a vision and sees the New Jerusalem coming down, 
centered on the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. But no longer is 
there separation from God, weeping, or mourning, but now a restored 
creation where God and God’s people are at home together. Jesus  
promises that though he is going away, he will come to his disciples in 
the power of an advocate, the Holy Spirit, and that both he and the  
Father will make their home in all who believe. The gathering of the 
faithful assembly to receive Christ’s word and sacrament is a foretaste 
of that New Jerusalem, where God will finally and ultimately be at home 
with us, even as the Holy Trinity makes a home now in the hearts of all 
who believe. Into the anxieties and uncertainties of our everyday life 
we are offered both a vision of a glorious future when God will be at 
home with us and we will be at home with God, and a living foretaste of 
that same future: “We will come to them and make our home with 
them. . . . Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you” (John 14:23b, 
27a). 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God with praise and thanksgiving and to  
honor Mrs. Beulah Glover on her 105th birthday (May 26th) by her family. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Rueben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00) Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, Connor Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, 
  Myra Strock, Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham  
Readers: (8:30) Mike Brittingham; (11:00) Gay Clark 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jim Nantz; (11:00) Eleanor Roberson 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Weston Hill [C] Ryan McFarland; 
   (11:00)  [A] Susannah Howell [C] Emery Jones 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Denise Ellis, Music Director   Mrs. Juyeon Kim, Organist 
Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

 
 
 

 
Sunday School Information: 

 
         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1
st

 & 2
nd

 Grade – Room # 202   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

3
rd

, 4
th

, and 5
th

 Grade – Room #216    

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     


