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Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 3, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 

 Worship in person & remotely, Zion’s Lutheran Church 

~We Prepare for Worship & Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome friends and guests to the Fifth Sunday in Lent: Jesus speaks the 
words no one wanted to admit: he was not always going to be around. “Oh, don’t 
say that,” so many of us have said to a loved one who speaks the truth about the 
fragility of life. Perhaps we get uncomfortable because it reveals the precious 
nature of the present moment, laying bare the beauty and horror of it all. The 
indescribable pain we know we will one day face invades our senses like a 
pervasive perfume, inescapable. What if we stopped denying the limited nature of 
our lives and breathed in deeply the fragrance of vulnerability?  
 

Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we are all Made in God's Image! 
We gather in this time and space, breathing in the Spirit's invitation to connect and 
learn, and answer Jesus' call to justice and action. Zion’s offers in-person and 
online worship options. If you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill out 
the guest card and put it in the offering plate so we may have a record of your 
presence today. Come back and worship with us each Sunday at 10 a.m. Let us all 
provide care-filled attention to the well-being of all, especially the vulnerable, as we 
continue to properly wear face masks during worship and fellowship time.  
 

Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. Zoom 
congregants, have your bread/wafer and juice/wine ready. Those worshiping  with 
us in person may come forward for the sacraments...or, cross your arms across 
your chest for a blessing instead. 
 

Fellowship: Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall, except when eating, 
please wear masks properly when indoors, even if you are vaccinated. 
 

Other Information: Large print copies of the bulletin and sermon are available from 
our ushers. Restrooms are located in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the sanctuary. 
Our ushers can direct you.  
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Welcome  
The story of Jesus includes many moments around tables, 
as this was part of his ritual of relationship even to the last. 
In this fifth week of the Lenten season, we hear a story of 
love and devotion from the disciple Mary, directed at Jesus 
at the table. As we see, Jesus tries to prepare his beloved 
companions for his death. Talk of death is like a gut-punch 
to many of us; we would rather believe we and our those 
around us are invincible, are able to will ourselves into 
being strong. We all know that isn’t always how the story 
goes. We are fragile. Our lives, like the plants in the 
gardens we tend, are susceptible to elemental dangers and 
a life cycle of letting go in order to live.   

Threshold Song: Good Enough  
Often we feel we can never really measure up, we're not 
enough 
Closing our eyes and our ears, avoiding hurt and pain we 
all must feel 
Sometimes we get what we get, life disappoints us and 
yet, 
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 

Prayer (Based On Psalm 126) 
Holy One, Lover of Souls, we call out to you. You know 
our tears and sorrows, and you bear the seeds of grief 
with us. Open us this day to your comfort that nurtures 
these seeds into sheaves of joy -- the simple and good 
enough moments that fill our days. Amen. 

Children's Time: Children of all ages, please come forward 
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Opening Hymn: #532 Gather Us In  
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Confession & Forgiveness 
Jesus speaks the words no one wanted to admit: he was 
not always going to be around. “Oh, don’t say that,” so 
many of us have said to a loved one who speaks the truth 
about the fragility of life. Perhaps we get uncomfortable 
because it reveals the precious nature of the present 
moment, laying bare the beauty and horror of it all. The 
indescribable pain we know we will one day face invades 
our senses like a pervasive perfume, inescapable. What if 
we stopped denying the limited nature of our lives and 
breathed in deeply the fragrance of vulnerability? Let us 
take a moment of silent reflection…Hear this 
compassionate word from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: 
“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.” 
We know that already, God is offering us freedom from 
the need to avoid suffering at the cost of denying the 
fullness of life. We are invited into the knowledge that 
Christ’s vulnerability in life, death, and resurrection 
shows us the sacred nature of the heights and depths 
of sorrow and joy in our own saga. 
And know, that despite our sometimes-faltering steps, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even 
now. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
Glory to God! Amen. 

Peace 
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The Peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.   
Please share Christ’s Peace. 

~We Proclaim~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
First Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14  
A reading from Philippians 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in 
the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless.  
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as 
loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything 
as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead.12Not that I have already 
obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own.  
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13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; 
but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: John 12:1-8  
The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the 
home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.  
3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 
anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about 
to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for 
three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 
6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of 
my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do 
not always have me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Hymn of the Day: The Lord Went to a Dinner (next page) 
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1.  The Lord went to a dinner, and Mary took perfume. 
As she anointed Jesus, the fragrance filled the room. 
She'd sat as a disciple, she'd been a faithful friend, 
and now, with costly fragrance, she honored Christ again. 

2.  Soon Judas was complaining, "This gift could have  
been sold; 
We could have helped the poor here — the young ones 
and the old. 
Yet Jesus said, "My people will always help the poor, 
but Mary chose to give this — to me, her dying Lord." 

3.  Her gift was her expression of thankfulness and  
praise, 
and so it makes us wonder, in these long Lenten days: 
What would we give to Jesus if he sat at our meal? 
What gift would be our kindness and what would it reveal? 

4.  O Lord, today we offer the best that we can bring  
our worship as a fragrance, our love, an offering. 
And now, as we're reminded the poor are with us still, 
we pray that we may serve them — to honor you, as well. 

Homily – Pastor Andrea Doeden 

Prayer Song (next page) 
Fragility is not only okay, it also is necessary. To know and 
respect our own limited nature, our vulnerability to the 
forces of life, we are able to see and be with those who are 
hurting. We enter our prayers for all who suffer in mind, 
body, and spirit. 
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Invitation to Prayer 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for 
the church, the world, and all in need. 
Prayers of Intercession  
Your Response to Merciful God, receive our prayer 

For the church...Free us from paradigms that no longer 
serve the gospel, and bring forward leaders who imagine 
fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of 
change. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
For creation...Reverse the trajectory of climate change and 
environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already 
impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate 
scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
In our world...Break barriers that prevent political enemies 
from working together for the well-being of all. Make a way 
for peace and collaboration among the nations. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
For those who suffer...Reveal a path for any who are 
unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing 
homelessness, and for all who struggle with money. 
Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick 
especially...Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Within us...Direct us into encounters that broaden our 
understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices 
that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the 
scourge of racism. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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In our death...Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the 
power of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the 
saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly call. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in 
need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  
Each Lent , we have a special offering. This year that 
offering supports our Afghan and Ukrainian sisters and 
brothers who have been displaced by war and violence.  
Special offerings will be split between the Afghan family we 
support in Colorado Springs and the Ukrainian relief effort 
through Lutheran World Relief.   

You also can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine 
Street), or online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give f-one-
time/1334741 

Offertory: #884, The Doxology, sing the traditional verse, 
then the verse printed in your worship folder (next page). 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Jesus Christ, our burdens know,  

Praise Spirit through whom our hearts grow, 
Praise Three-in-One, from here below. 

Offering Prayer  
Generous God, in light of your extravagant blessings -- no 
matter what the state of the world or our imperfect lives -- 
we offer our gifts and ourselves, and know that you 
transform what we plant into the produce of love. Amen.  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to our God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, anytime and 
everywhere to give thanks to you. You created this world 
full of so much beauty and sorrow and called it Good.  
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Although we feel lost at times, you are ever present. We 
doubt, resist, turn away, and rage, insistent on our own 
power to pull us through, and yet sure that we are to 
blame, making life seem like a confusing paradox. But you 
are patient. You are here to meet us -- reside with us in 
strange and alienating times, always faithful, always 
present in this Body...in this Body. And so, together we 
proclaim with praise your glory along with all the saints: 
Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He 
proclaimed freedom for the bound, justice for the 
oppressed, grace for the lost, love for the prodigal. 
Through the life and ministry of Jesus, we can imagine and 
live into a community where all who struggle are taken into 
loving arms and those who struggle to love are invited into 
greater compassion.  
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all the people for the 
forgiveness of sin. And so, we remember, we offer 
ourselves...We proclaim God’s time... 
Christ has died, yet Christ is ris’n; Christ will come once 
again!  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us sustenance 
for our days, love for simple and ordinary lives, fuel for 
justice in this world. By your Spirit open us to each other.  
Open us to the world, making us one in you, through 
Christ, in the power of your amazing grace! Gathered into 
one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Everyone is welcomed at God's table. 

All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the 
goodness of God. These are gifts of God. Everyone is invited to 

receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Come forward when 
an usher directs you.  Receive the gluten free bread and choose 

either wine or in the center ring is grape juice.  If you want a 
blessing instead, please come forward and cross your arms across 

your chest for the blessing. 

Distribution of The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Communion Hymn: #468 Around You, O Lord Jesus, solo 
by Becky McNeil  
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Communion Hymns: #685 Take My Life  

 
Communion Blessing & Song of Thanksgiving  

 
Communion Prayer  
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our 
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fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements  
Blessing  
"Blessed are you, dear, dear one, doing this holy work of 
suffering what must be suffered. Of grieving what has been 
lost. Of knowing the unthinkable truth that must be known. 
This grief can make you feel on the other side of glass from 
the world around you, a force field of different realities 
separating you.  
Yet blessed are you, for yours is the one most seen by God 
who breathes compassion upon you, even now. God who 
has walked this path, and who leans toward you, gathering 
you up into the arms of love. Rest now, dear one. You are 
not alone.” Amen. 

Benediction  
Now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially the 
ordinary parts, and Jesus, our companion along this 
crooked path called life, and the Holy Spirit, who loves to 
improvise in surprising ways, ☩ go with you, dwell among 
you, and give you joy.  
Amen. 

Sending Hymn: Be Still My Soul (next page) 
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1. Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2. Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
to guide the future as he has the past; 
your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
his voice who ruled them while he lived below. 

3. Be still, my soul; when dearest friends depart 
and all is darkened in the veil of tears, 
then you will better know his love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
from his own fullness all he takes away. 

4. Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still my soul; when change and tears are past, all safe 
and blessed we shall meet at last. 

Dismissal 
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 
Thanks be to God! 
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~Announcement~  
Announcements for the Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 3, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Andrea Doeden, Julie Wersal, and JoAnn Karspeck 
Zoom Leaders: Sharon Sorenson & Ernie Parker 
Music: Connie Pallone, Mark Nelson, Becky McNeil, and Sharon Sorenson 
Ushers: JoAnn & Steve Karspeck 
Communion: Carol Smith and Mary McKenna 
• 8:30 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study Jeff & Carol Smith lead Session 5 & 6 of 

our study, using Adam Hamilton's, "24 HOURS" Join in person or via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/907628370?pwd=eFVCTEVhb0xqMXcxY2xaUG5JMUZ
Edz09 -- or Dial 1 312 626 6799 Meeting ID: 907 628 370 Passcode: 332397.  
Fellowship -- after worship, (approximately 11:10 a.m.) in the fellowship hall. 
Gather after worship for wonderful conversation! 
Bread & Belonging -- is our high school/college ministry that gathers each 
Sunday night from 6-8 p.m. in the lower level of the fellowship hall. This week a 
writing practice will be the focus of the discussion time. 

• Our next Women's Bible Study is at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 14 with "The Sermon 
on the Mount" using Amy-Jill Levine's book. We will be discussing Chapter 6, 
Living into the Kingdom. Join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom at:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136424723?pwd=TkxsQVllMmo2bVlSekN0dGZqbzF
1Zz09 or phone in by dialing 1-312-626-6799 Meeting ID: 831 3642 4723 
Passcode: 865505. Questions, contact Carol Smith. If you wish to watch the videos 
that accompany the studies, go to Amplify Media, use the church email 
zionsluth@gmail.com and the password is: praynow4Covid19. 

• We are gathering again after worship in Fellowship Hall. Food and Fellowship is an 
important part of our lives, if you would like to help with these gatherings, please 
contact Pamela Nelson-Serafini (719-406-8482) or sign up on the paper calendar 
in kitchen. We need at least two people each week to provide snacks (sweet or 
savory) and to help with clean up afterward. 

• For those who want to plan to work with our Afghan Family, you need to complete 
“Refugee 101” volunteer trainings and complete some paperwork, before stepping 
in. The trainings are held virtually on the first Tuesday of the month from 6 to 8 
p.m. If you have not previously completed this training, the next one is Tuesday, 
April 5.You can find upcoming trainings and register for them here at Events & 
Trainings - Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (lfsrm.org). If you have 
questions, contact David or Pamela Serafini. 

• The April edition of our newsletter Connections was sent by email. If you would like 
a hardcopy, let Jo Moss or Julie Wersal know. There also are some copies at the 
back of the sanctuary. The deadline for submitting information for the May 
newsletter is April 19. 
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~ Prayers~  
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." 
- - John 14:27 

In prayer, we ask in His name: Comfort for those in mourning, including family and 
friends of: Floyd Gumke. 
We pray for and surround with God's protection the military and civilians around the 
world in harm's way -- especially those in the Ukraine region; those affected by severe 
weather across our country; rescue workers, police and other first responders. We lift 
up leaders in our community, our country and in the world that peace and wisdom 
may prevail. We pray for comfort and help for all refugees and those persons around 
the world crying out with needs. 
We also pray for Paul Tennery & Andrea's Family; Melanie (Mark & Jo Moss' 
daughter with anaphylaxis); Carmen Lakner; Yvette (surgery/aneurysm); Glenna 
McNeil; Jennifer Griffin & family; Marie Callander (heart surgery); Arthur Pierce 
(cardiac issues); Rita Burton; Leroy Ramos (Lisa Schrepfer's brother -- surgery); Linda 
N.; Pamela Serafini; Lynn Chase (foot surgery); Tricia (John Rygiel's sister -- back 
injury); Ann Rasmussen; Margaret Gumke; Mike Blackmore; JoAnn's sister Beth; 
Steve Karspeck's sister-in-law Deena; Wilmae & Sherry Gartside; Lisa Rygiel's 
parents; Loren Eigenburg; and the Sandstead family. 
We surround with prayers those battling cancer, including Pastor Andrea; Kim 
Brickley; James Brewer Calvat; Pastor Kevin Olsen; Joe; Ray; Anna Marie; Polly 
(Ruthie's friend); Jeanine Tapia; Rick Barian (Lynn's friend); Rick Spaulding (Paula's 
brother-in-law); Gary Miller; Marci Guard; Lynn's brother Kenny; Nancy Wilhelm (Ernie 
& Sharon's family member); Linda Bounds; Jo Moss' cousin Virginia; and Francis 
Baldwin (friend of Mark & Jo Moss). We also pray for those affected by COVID-19. 
Our prayers continue for Wal-reat (missionary in Sudan we support financially through 
Global Missions); The Way ministry; ACTS ministry; and the prison congregation New 
Beginnings and Pastor Schjang. 

 
*Periodically we update the prayer list, which will occur this week. If you have added a name which 

you wish to remain on the list, please let Carol Smith know (csmith2621@gmail.com) 
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