
God is Light
Homework: What specific sins are we held accountable for in our daily walk? Please 
scripturally back up your answers. 

1 John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 
us.  

Finally, in order to be in fellowship with God, we must not deny that we have committed 
acts of sin. 14

God has stated over and over in His word that all have sinned. To deny this is to make 
God a liar. It is a flat contradiction of His word, and a complete denial of the reason the 
Lord Jesus came to suffer, bleed, and die. Why do people deny that they sin? 24

Thus we see that fellowship with God does not require lives of sinlessness, but 
rather requires that all our sins should be brought out into His presence, confessed, and 
forsaken. 34

It means that we must be absolutely honest about our condition, and that there 
should be no hypocrisy or hiding of what we really are.44

Christ Helps Us
1 John 2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

John gives us God’s perfect standard for His people, and His gracious provision in the 
event of failure. 12

The little children refers to all the members of the family of God. 22

God’s perfect standard is then set forth in the words these things I write to you, that 
you may not sin. Because God is perfect, His standard for His people is absolute 
perfection.36 

He would not be God if He said: “These things I write to you so that you sin just as little 
as you can.”46 

God cannot condone sin in the least degree, and so He sets perfection before us as the 
goal.56 

The Lord Jesus did this with the woman who was caught in the act of adultery; He said, 
“Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.”66

1 John 2:2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the whole world. 8 
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And the Lord Jesus is not only our Advocate, but He is also the propitiation for our 
sins.18 

This means that by dying for us, He freed us from the guilt of our sins and restored us to 
God by providing the needed satisfaction and by removing every barrier to fellowship. 
28

God can show mercy to us because Christ has satisfied the claims of justice. 38

It is not often that an advocate (or lawyer) pays for his client’s sins; yet that is what our 
Lord has done, and most remarkable of all, He paid for them by the sacrifice of 
Himself.48

John adds that He is the satisfying sacrifice not for our sins only, but also for the 
whole world. 58

This does not mean that the whole world is saved. Rather it means that the work of 
the Lord Jesus is sufficient in value to save all the world, but it is only efficient to save 
those who actually put their trust in Him. 68

It is because His work is sufficient for all men that the gospel can be offered to all the 
world. But if all men were automatically saved, there would be no need of preaching the 
gospel to them.78

It is interesting that the superscription on the cross was written in Hebrew—the 
language of God’s chosen people—and in Greek and Latin, the principal languages of 
the then-known world. It was thus proclaimed to all the world that Jesus Christ is a 
sufficient Savior for all men everywhere.88

1 John 2:3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.  

John is about to give the true marks of those who are in the Christian fellowship. The 
first is obedience. 

We can have assurance concerning our relationship with God if our life is characterized 
by a loving desire to do His will. 

John shows that such knowledge is hollow and worthless without Christ.

John describes the believer’s obedience in a threefold way—keeping His 
commandments (v. 3); keeping His word (v. 5); walking as He walked (v. 6). 

There is a definite progress in thought. To keep His commandments is to obey the 
teachings of the Lord Jesus as found in the NT. 
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