
Desert Cross Lutheran Church

Gilbert Chamber Meeting

March 8th, 2022 (Held via Zoom)
Attendees:

Council Chamber Pastor

Patrick Jennett 3/3—P Nancy Zine (Worship 2 of 3)—P Thaddeus Book—P

Adam Pfau 1/3 - A Glen Gabrielson (Finance/Stewardship 1 of 3)—P

Deborah Gabrielson (Mission & Outreach 2 of 3)—P

Rosemary Schlechty (Education 2 of 3)—P

Joe Weingartz (Facilities 1 of 3)—P

Deb Christiansen (Hospitality 3 of 3)—P

Kelly Kaiser Borning (Communication 3 of 3)—P

Devotions: Glen Gabrielson

Approval of Agenda (March) and Minutes (February): Motion-Deb G, Second-Joe W. Motion approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
● Plans for the mini-mobile: Suite 104 has been remodeled (painted, etc.). There are two rooms on

the side/back that we could use for a little storage. Pastor Thadd has spoken with Shannon F and
Joe W about going to the mini-mobile to go through it and decide what to do with items. Pastor
Thadd will schedule a time to do that. Some items in there we will need to keep (Christmas tree,
Easter Eggs, Easter Cross, etc.). Some items we can donate (stage/risers). Mostly Advent and
Lent items are what we may need to keep. There are some chairs we may want to keep/move to
a different location. Goal of 3/26 (9:00?) to go through it, then let Doug know so he can have it
picked up? There may be a campus-wide clean up that day as well.

● Chamber/Council nominations: Outgoing members: Kelly Kaiser Borning (Communications), Deb
Christensen (Hospitality), Patrick Jennett (Council member-at-large). May 1st is being looked at
for the Congregational meeting when elections would take place. Nancy Zine has some potential
names. The Nominating committee will be meeting every Tuesday at 7:00 (except on Gilbert
Chamber nights). Nancy suggested getting a list of all Gilbert members from Dawn who can
provide names and numbers. Only members should be contacted. If someone accepts the
nomination, we need to get a bio from them for the election.

REPORTS:
● Council report: Patrick reported that discussion is ongoing for the current openings in church

leadership. Time-and-Talent surveys going out to jump-start volunteers/participation in church
activities.

● Pastor report:



○ Pastor Thadd reported that there was a potential candidate for the music director but it
fell through. Darren and Chris have been helping in Gilbert on Sundays and Wednesdays
(any combination of one or both). Still looking for a permanent director for this. It is a very
part-time job, mainly Sunday mornings. There are a couple interviews for the youth
director this week. In the meantime, hiring an interim youth director is being considered.
There is a candidate for that interim position, but she is going to be moving away so won’t
be able to take the main position. Nancy asked about contacting places like GCU to post
the jobs there. There are a couple ASU contacts to check with as well.

○ There is a calendar up in the Fellowship Hall (printed) for activities happening at the
church. Nancy suggested a bulletin board (which she said she would donate) to use for
posting things and asked Joe to hang it.

○ The Wi-Fi was upgraded (Spirit of Joy paid for that). The WiFi password is in the office on
the Modem (back) but there is a sticky note near the soundboard that also has the
password. Suite 104 will also have WiFi. It is through CenturyLink.

○ Pastor Thadd is starting a grief group on Thursday nights.
○ Donut Day was a big success! Spirit of Joy also brought a cake as a Thank You. We

decided to save the cake for next Sunday.
○ Spirit of Joy met on Sunday (their council) and would like to form a committee to

communicate with DCLC. Maybe a couple people from each group that would meet or
email information so each group knows about events/happenings. Ash Wednesday was
held in conjunction with Spirit of Joy. Lenten services will also occur together, including
soup suppers. Easter Services: Spirit of Joy will be at 8:00 and DCLC will be at 9:30 and
11:00.

○ Deb C asked about the cross-over of supplies between the two churches (coffee, paper
products, etc.). How do we keep this separate or make sure it is “fair”? This may be
something that the combined committee would be able to figure out. Pastor Brian said
that he is OK buying the coffee (Nancy reported).

● Finance report: Glen reported that much of the information was reported during the annual
meeting. There has not been a new meeting (for March) so no new information to report (on
February numbers). Thadd confirmed that the Annual meeting report stated that we are about
breaking even and hopefully starting to improve.

● Committee reports:
○ Deb G reported that the Christmas Sweatshirts (Angel tree donation) was a big success.
○ Recent Food Drive: Reported city-wide donations: over 4,000 pounds of food. Gilbert

wasn’t as successful, maybe because there were several collection locations nearby that
have a larger draw.

○ Jose’s Closet volunteer opportunity on March 26th.
○ Easter Egg hunt being planned for the weekend before Easter (Saturday, April 16th,

10-11:30). Volunteers needed for this. $321.65 left over from the grant/movie event will
be used to help with this event. To be planned in conjunction with Deb C. Two bounce
houses have already been secured by Thrivent for that event.

○ Deanne (Spirit of Joy) volunteers and works in their office and has been working with Deb
G. On Easter Sunday, Spirit of Joy rented two ramadas at Discovery Park for an Easter
Lunch and they have invited our congregation. They will need RSVPs to plan accordingly.

○ Mission and Outreach committee does not have a budget so planning events can be
difficult. Deb asked if a planned budget in the future is possible. Funds may be available
from the Endowment Committee as well, but would have to plan ahead as they don’t
meet often.



NEW BUSINESS:
● Transition with Spirit of Joy: The time shift seems to be successful. Their equipment is in and

seems to fit in well, even the bell-tables, and don’t seem to be in the way. The sound system is
still being worked on and hopefully will be ready by this Sunday. The sound booth in the back has
been constructed but the details are still being worked out.

● What have others heard?
○ (Deb C): Spirit of Joy has nice stuff!
○ (Nancy Z): Some members of DCLC have some concerns about SOJ being in Gilbert and

are considering leaving. They feel like they are taking over and being pushy. Some are
concerned about Pastor Thadd being pushed out. (Pastor Thadd): Clarified that the way
the ELCA is set up, that won’t be a problem. Even merging would be a very involved
process.

○ (Patrick): Open communication is important to work through these concerns. We need to
address some of these concerns or clarify information to put people’s minds at ease, or at
least give them accurate information.

○ (Rosemary): Is SOJ participating with Sunday School? They are welcome to join our
Sunday School. (Pastor Thadd): probably not. Not many younger kids in that
congregation.

○ (Joe W): He has heard some people say that SOJ is doing whatever they want. Building
the sound system in the back. Rearranging chairs, etc. Few “grumblers”.

■ (Pastor Thadd): All things that SOJ has done have first gone through DCLC.
○ (Deb C): had been concerned about noise overflow (during their fellowship time), but this

has not been a problem at all.
○ (Kelly): Loves that there are hymnals there and hopes that they can be used.
○ (Glen): Asked what the attendance has been for SOJ. (Pastor Thadd): About 60. Not sure

how many snowbirds they have. We had 82 this past Sunday, and some of those were
SOJ members who may like the time better.

○ GENERAL: this conversation will be ongoing.

Closing:
Prayer Concerns:

● Pastor Hahn (Korean Church) has some major health issues (cancer, etc.). He is only in his 50s
and has been in the hospital multiple times. He and his family (and the Korean church) need
prayers!

● Pray for the people in Ukraine! We are lucky to live in the USA.
● Esther Sullivan has had several health issues and is confined to watching services virtually. Mal

Culp is still in need of a kidney donation so he (and Jan) need prayers.

Closing Prayer: Pastor Thadd

Adjournment: Patrick made the executive decision to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:39

Devotions next month: Deb Christensen
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