
 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
The 6th Sunday of Easter May 22, 2022 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 
Peace I Leave with You!, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58934 [retrieved May 18, 2022]. Original source: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/taniwha/7186824/. 

  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58934
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship as we move forward in COVID-19: We are carefully gathering for worship in-person 

at 10am (Holy Eucharist) and 5:30pm (BCP Evensong) – no booking is required, and we 

continue to remain masked through the services and practice respectful distances and safety 

protocols. We encourage in-person attendance for all who are vaccinated, and if not-vaccinated, 

unable to attend in person, or feeling vulnerable or unable to mask we would encourage you to 

join via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthdivine.bc.ca for link) or through the livestream on the 

Website: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ 

 

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website. 

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

mailto:admin@stjohnthdivine.bc.ca
https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Iris Elsdon, Graeme Brown 

Greeters: Karyn Lehmann, Merle Wall Verger: Chuck Neilson                  

Crucifer: Penny Holt Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Readers: Virginia Miller, Erin Kelly Music: The Choristers of St. John the Divine              

Gospel: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil              Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 

Sermon: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 

Intercessor: Kit Pearson  Setting: Anthony Piccolo              
 
 

The Gathering of the Community  

As we seek to care for one another in pandemic, we remember that masks must be worn over 

nose and mouth in our services at all times, especially when singing. 

Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement and Welcome to all who are gathering in the church 

building and online. 

The Church Family Prayer 

 Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God,  

how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always.  

Amen. 
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Opening Hymn (CP 215) AVE VIRGO VIRGINUM 

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain  

  of triumphant gladness;  

 God hath ransomed Israel  

  into joy from sadness;  

 loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke  

  Jacob’s sons and daughters;  

 led them with unmoistened foot  

  through the Red Sea waters. 

3. Now the queen of seasons, bright  

  with the day of splendour,  

 with the royal feast of feasts,  

  comes it joy to render;  

 comes to glad Jerusalem,  

  who with true affection  

 welcomes in unwearied strains  

  Jesus’ resurrection! 

2. ‘Tis the spring of souls today;  

  Christ hath burst his prison,  

 and from three days’ sleep in death  

  as a sun hath risen.  

 All the winter of our sins,  

  long and dark, is flying  

 from that Light, to whom we give  

  laud and praise undying. 

4. Neither might the gates of death,  

  nor the tomb’s dark portal,  

 nor the watchers, nor the seal,  

  hold thee as a mortal;  

 but today amidst the twelve  

  thou dost stand, bestowing  

 that thy peace which evermore  

  passeth human knowing. 

5. Alleluia now we cry  

  to our King immortal,  

 who triumphant burst the bars  

  of the tomb’s dark portal;  

 alleluia, with the Son  

  God the Father praising;  

 alleluia yet again  

  to the Spirit raising. 

Text: John of Damascus (675?-754?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

 

Gathering 
  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

 All: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

  May Christ’s grace and peace be with you. 

 All: May God fill our hearts with joy. 

 

  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Gloria (sung by the choir) 

 Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

 For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

  

The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

Holy One,  

you breathe the word of love  

and the promise of new creation  

into the sacred places of our lives.  

Teach us the costly way of fearless love and priceless peace;  

through Jesus Christ, who dwells in us.  

 All: Amen.  Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009) alt. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Acts 16:9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 

him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the 

vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God 

had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 

to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 

sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 

place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she 

was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her 

heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were 

baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm   67 

  May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of their countenance and 

come to us. 

Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and 

guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God, give us  

their blessing. 

May God give us their blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe  

of God. 
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The Epistle Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 

In the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy 

city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the 

kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—

and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honour 

of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises 

abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of 

life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 

city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 

producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and 

of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they 

need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign for ever and ever. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual Hymn (CP 596) SANCTA CIVITAS 

1. O holy city, seen of John,  

 where Christ, the Lamb, doth reign,  

within whose foursquare walls shall come  

 no night, nor need, nor pain,  

and where the tears are wiped from eyes  

 that shall not weep again! 

3. Give us, O God, the strength to build  

 the city that hath stood  

too long a dream, whose laws are love,  

 whose crown is servanthood,  

and where the sun that shineth is  

 God’s grace for human good. 

2. O shame on all who rest content  

 while lust and greed for gain  

in street and shop and tenement  

 wring gold from human pain,  

and bitter lips in blind despair  

 cry, “Christ hath died in vain!” 

4. Already in the mind of God  

 that city riseth fair.  

Lo, how its splendour challenges  

 the souls that greatly dare— 

yea, bids us seize the whole of life  

 and build its glory there. 

Text: Walter Russell Bowie (1882-1969). 
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The Gospel John 14:23-29 

Before the Gospel 

  

God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to John. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 

love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever 

does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 

but is from the Father who sent me. 

‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I 

am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the 

Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 

occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
Following the address there will be a pause for silence.  
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Affirmation of Faith 

  
Words: T. Dudley-Smith © 1993 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

Music: NETTLETON, trad. American. 

 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet.  

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn (CP 450)  RHOSYMEDRE 

 1. You call us, Lord, to be a people set apart,  

to feel with thoughtful mind and think with tender heart.  

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask  

for faith in your unfailing grace  

to make us equal to the task. 

 2. You call us, Lord, to care for self and neighbour too,  

to take the risk, and dare to show what love can do.  

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask  

for faith in your unfailing grace  

to make us equal to the task. 

 3. You call us, Lord, to be good stewards of the earth;  

to tend it as a place of blessedness and worth.  

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask  

for faith in your unfailing grace  

to make us equal to the task. 

 4. You call us, Lord, to serve: to die that we may live,  

to know we best receive when joyfully we give.  

Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask  

for faith in your unfailing grace  

to make us equal to the task.  

     Text: Jane Manton Marshall (1924-2019). © 1992 Hope Publishing Co. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, O God,  

ruler of heaven and earth.  

Day by day you shower us with blessings.  

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,  

give us glad and generous hearts,  

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need  

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  

 All: Amen.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 
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As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

  Let us pray. 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

 Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

for the glorious resurrection of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; 

for he is the true paschal lamb 

who has taken away the sin of the world. 

By his death he destroyed death, 

and by his rising to life again 

he has won for us eternal life. 

Therefore, joining our voices 

with the whole company of heaven, 

we sing our joyful hymn of praise 

to proclaim the glory of your name.  

Sanctus (sung by the choir) 

Holy, holy, holy  

Lord God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
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Blessed are you, O Holy One: 

when Hagar was driven into the wilderness 

you followed her and gave her hope. 

When Joseph was sold into bondage, 

you turned malice to your people’s good. 

When you called Israel out of slavery, 

you brought them through the wilderness 

into the promised land. 

When your people were taken into exile 

you wept with them by the river of Babylon and carried them home. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  At the right time you sent your Anointed One 

to stand with the poor, the outcast, and the oppressed. 

Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them. 

He accepted water from a woman of Samaria 

and offered her the water of new life. 

Christ knew the desolation of the cross 

and opened the way for all humanity 

into the redemption of your reconciling love. 

  On the night he was betrayed, 

Jesus, at supper with his friends, 

took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 

gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine, 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Loving and Holy One, 

recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we offer you these gifts, 

longing for the bread of tomorrow 

and the wine of the age to come.   

  Therefore we proclaim our hope. 

 All: Dying you destroyed our death,  

rising you restored our life. 

  Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
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  Pour out your Spirit on these gifts 

that through them you may sustain us 

in our hunger for your peace. 

We hold before you 

all whose lives are marked by suffering, 

our sisters and brothers. 

When we are broken and cast aside, 

embrace us in your love. 

 All: Restore us, O God, let your face shine! 

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

O Source of all life, now and for ever. 

  All:  

 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer   

 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

  
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

 All: Now we are raised to new life. 

  We were buried in your tomb. 

 All: Now we share in your resurrection. 

  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

The deacon will have gluten-free wafers available to those who wish them. 

After receiving communion, please move to your right to go back to your seat. 

 

Agnus Dei (sung by the choir) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.  

 

 

Anthem 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

And I will pray the Father, 

and he shall give you another comforter, 

that he may 'bide with you forever; 

E'en the sp'rit of truth. 

Text: John 14:15-17  Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) 

 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

The Commissioning of the Community 
  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 
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Prayer after Communion   

  Father, you restored us to life  

by raising your Son from death.  

May we who receive this sacrament  

always be strengthened to do your will,  

in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  

 All: Amen.  The Book of Alternative Services 

 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God. Alleluia. 

 All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

Final Hymn (CP 323)    DARWALL 

1. Ye holy angels bright  

 who wait at God’s right hand,  

or through the realms of light  

 fly at your Lord’s command,  

assist our song,  

 or else the theme  

 too high doth seem  

for mortal tongue. 

3. Ye saints, who toil below,  

 adore your heavenly King,  

and onward as ye go  

 some joyful anthem sing;  

in God rejoice,  

 and thus proclaim  

 the holy name  

with sounding voice. 

2. Ye blessèd souls at rest,  

 who ran this earthly race,  

and now, from sin released,  

 behold the Saviour’s face,  

your praises sound  

 as in God’s sight  

 with sweet delight  

ye do abound. 

4. My soul, bear thou thy part,  

 triumph in God above,  

and with a well-tuned heart  

 and sing thou the songs of love!  

Let all thy days  

 till life shall end,  

 whate’er God send,  

be filled with praise. 

   Text: Richard Baxter (1615-1691), alt. 

  

 

   

Please join us for Zoom coffee hour. 

 

 

 

Flowers 
In celebration of 55 years living on this beautiful island and in this beautiful community of St. 

John the Divine, from Doug & Val Adderley. 
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Readings for May 29th – Ascension Sunday 

Acts 1:1-11 Our resurrected Lord’s instructions to the apostles and his ascension to heaven set 

the stage for the birth and growth of the church. Psalm 47 Reference is made to God’s 

ascension and exaltation. Ephesians 1:15-23 The Ascension provides closure to the ministry of 

Jesus, declares his enthronement at the right hand of God, and proclaims Christ’s lordship over 

the church and over all powers in the created order. Luke 24:44-53 The final section of Luke’s 

Gospel makes cryptic reference to Christ’s ascension.   

 
 

 

 The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark David Daryl  

 Anne Nancy Eric

 Charlotte  Kat Joe & family

 Brian Chris John & Pat 

 Kirsten Savio John & Colleen 

  The Hughes Family 

 

  R.I.P. – David Hanson 

 

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
 

Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Karen Coverett 

Associate Warden: Carol Anne Harper 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 

Carol Denton, Daniel Fraikin, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Terry Needham, Judith Reid, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Nancy Baal, Karen Coverett, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar  
Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Priest Associate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 

The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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