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Introduction

Hello Small Group Leaders!

We are so excited to be starting this 4-week study together to

discover more of what it looks like to be formed more fully into the

body of Christ as a community. We have developed this guide to

help you in the process of leading your group through this study.

Please take the time to read through this before having your first

meeting together.

How to Use This Study
This 4-week study is meant to be done in four consecutive group meetings (ideally

four weeks in a row). Each week represents one of our key formation areas (Spiritual,

Community, Stewardship, and Witness).

Each week includes an introduction, Scripture readings, a 10 minute video with notes,

discussion questions, and ideas for closing prayer and corporate formation practices.

If you have many new people in your group, it may be good to spend some time on

page 2 your first week reviewing broadly the four formation areas and what is meant

by each of them.

Before Your Meeting
Before you get together as a group, familiarize yourself with the formation videos

(https://www.tabernaclecommunity.org/pages/formation-resources) and find a good

way to be able to view these together as a group such as hooking a laptop up to a TV.

Contact each group member to share details of your meeting (time, place, if people

need to bring any food or snacks, etc) and encourage each of them to read through

the Scripture passages for the week before your time together.

https://www.tabernaclecommunity.org/pages/formation-resources


During Your Meeting

After welcoming the group and getting settled in, go through the

introductory section for the week and complete any questions or

exercises listed.

Next, watch the video together as a group. The videos and fill in the

blank notes move pretty fast, so we encourage you to just sit as a

group and watch the video together without worrying about the

notes.

Once the video is done, go back over the notes and fill in any blanks

or answer any questions listed. (There are answer guides given at

the end of this document).

After reviewing the notes, spend time working through the

discussion questions and dreaming of what this specific formation

area looks like for you each individually, as a group, and as a church

community as a whole.

Finally, the concluding section each week includes some prompts

for your group to pray through corporately.

The most important part of this study is the corporate formation

practices at the end of each week. We want each group to practice

these disciplines as a group according to the timelines given. For

some of these it may be a practice to do before the next meeting,

others may be a month long or year long goal, but the expectation is

for each group to be exercising these formation practices together

as a community. So please be sure to emphasize the practices each

week and implement a plan to accomplish them.



Answer Guides

Spiritual Formation: 
Example of Daniel

See Daniel 6:1-10
In these difficult circumstances, Daniel continued his discipline of
spending time with the Lord in prayer.
Summary: When we have a habit of praying we are able to face
the troubles of life with an established fellowship with God.

The Nature/Function of God’s Word
See 2 Timothy 3:14-17
Summary: The Bible forms and convicts us because it comes from
God with his authority, and because it is from God, it is truthful,
sufficient, and necessary for us, and for our growth as believers.
We study God’s Word because we gain a deeper knowledge of his
love for us.
Summary: Because God loves us, he has revealed himself to us
through the Bible. If you ever want to understand Gods’ love in a
deeper way, you must spend time with God through His Word.

Importance of Prayer and Meditation
See Joshua 1:6-8
Meditation is not merely reading or studying, it is concentrated
time to think about and reflect on God’s Word.
Summary: Prayerful meditation results in joyful fellowship with
God, honest communication with Him, and a depth of
understanding God, ourselves, His Word, and our world.

Examples of Jesus
See Mark 1:35
Summary: Let’s remember the example of the Lord Jesus, who
even though he was fully God, lived as a man, and depended daily
on God through prayer and meditation on His Word.



Answer Guides

Community Formation: 
Views on Community

Modern America’s view of community is Secondary, focusing
more on the Individual. 
The world of the bible’s view of community is Primary,
focusing more on the Group. 

Relational Priorities
Among all group identities, the strongest in the biblical world
was the Family.
Among all familial relationships, the strongest bond was
between Siblings. 

Stewardship Formation
No Blanks for this section. Note the last two bullet points in the
video section should read “How might stewardship…” instead of
“How stewardship might…” These are meant to be questions for
reflection and discussion.

Witness Formation
Sharing Christ was never meant to be an event or
compartmentalize, it is something that you center your life
around.
It’s just a part of what you do and who you are. 
Witness Formation is an all of life activity
We cannot lament the seeds that don’t grow, for whatever reason.
Our job is to be farmers!


