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Songs 

 High and Lifted Up  

 O Praise the Name   

Bible Reading 

John 14:23-29 
 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 

will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 “All this I 
have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back 
to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 

than I.29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 
 
 

Message 

 
1. I would challenge you to make a clear summary of Jesus’ words to us today 

 
I would challenge you to make a clear summary of Jesus’ words to us today.  
 
The situation in which Jesus speaks his words is the Last Supper as recorded in John’s Gospel. In 

John’s Gospel the Last Supper begins with Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. It continues with the exit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQmzNVkuJDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ55mDL7dA0
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of Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus. It ends with Jesus and his disciples going to the Garden of 

Gethsemane to face his arrest.  
 
I have read today’s few verses over and over and there are so many things dealt with. 
 

I tried to list all the themes in these few verses – to no avail; I read commentaries – but did not get 
a clear summary of what the text contains. 
 

It reminds me of excited school-children calling out what they want to say and going in all directions 
and interrupting each other as they compete to gain their teacher’s attention.  
 
And after the having spoken many words in John’s Last Supper account, Jesus says, “I have much 

more to say to you.” Phew! 
 
2. I tried to write down the main themes  
  

When I tried to write down the main themes, this is what I came up with:  
 
Jesus said, 
(1) “I am going away and I am coming to you.” 

(2) “You who love me will keep my word, which is also the Father’s word, and we will make our 
home with you.” 
(3) “I give you a special peace. Don’t be troubled or afraid.” 

(4) “I am sending the Advocate, the Spirit, to teach you and remind you of all I said.” 
(5) “I’m telling you this beforehand so you believe when it happens.”  
 
3. It is as if all heaven was breaking loose! 

 
Then I realized that the reason there is so much to say is that so much is happening! 
 
Just as one thing leads to another in a bad situation and we say, “All hell has broken loose”, Jesus is 

telling us about a good and positive situation in which all heaven has broken loose! 
 
ALL HEAVEN HAS BROKEN LOOSE!  
 

When Jesus says he is going away, he is telling his disciples that he is going to his death on the 
cross.  
 
But Jesus doesn’t just say “I am going away” but he also says, “I am coming to you.” He is going 

away to die on the cross for our sins, but he will rise again from the dead and come to us; and he 
will keep coming to us through his word through which he and the Father lives with us. (He will also 
come through his sacraments). And he will come to us eventually to bring us to the eternal home he 

has prepared for us. All heaven is breaking loose!  
 
Those who love Jesus will love his word. Those who love Jesus will be glad that he has gone away 
because they know why! Our love for Jesus is enabled by the fact that he loved us first. 

 
The wise people in the congregation are those who take opportunities to hear, and read and 
discuss Jesus’ words. 
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Then there is the peace Jesus promises. This is a different peace to what the world regards as 

peace. Jesus’ peace is the peace we have from knowing that we are loved, forgiven and sure to go 
to heaven. Those who have this peace do not need to be troubled or afraid about God and his 
relationship with us. 
 

This reminds me of the historical collect for peace 
“Lord God, from whom all holy desires, all good purposes, and all right works proceed: Give to 
your servants that peace which the world cannot give.” 

 
Another topic dealt with in this extraordinary flurry of developments is the Spirit, called the 
Advocate here. We will be in a position to focus on the Spirit in two Sundays time, when we 
celebrate Pentecost. 

 
When Jesus comes back from the dead, we will believe! He says, “And now I have told you this 
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 
 

Jesus’ resurrection resulted in Mary believing, the disciples believing, and also we believing. 
 
6. 2,000 years later we can see that Jesus’ death and resurrection has resulted in all heaven 
breaking loose 

 
2,000 years later we can see that Jesus’ death and resurrection has resulted in all heaven breaking 
loose.  

 
Countless millions of people have come to faith in Jesus Christ, and have trusted in his death and 
resurrection for the forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life. All heaven has certainly 
been breaking loose! 

 
(a) Doorknocking 
About 36 years ago, I tried some doorknocking with the purpose of sharing the Christian faith. One 
woman accepted the invitation to participate in a person to person Bible Study led by my wife.  

 
Earlier this year, we visited this congregation in Launceston, Tasmania and the woman is still very 
active in the church. All heaven is breaking loose! 
 

(b) Sister to sister 
I visited a young woman seeking baptism for her child. I explained the Gospel, using some 
diagrams I had prepared. When her sister came into the room, I watched, amazed, as she then 
explained the Gospel to her sister. All heaven is breaking loose! 

 
(c) Girl to mother to father 
A little girl going to a Lutheran School asked my granddaughter about baptism. I agreed to meet 

her mother to explain the baptism. When I discovered that the father hadn’t been baptized, I said, 
well he could be too. Using the same Gospel and baptism cards, the mother presented the gospel 
to the father and now he will be baptised on the same day as his daughter. All heaven is breaking 
loose! 

 
(d) Chinese people at Maundy Thursday service 
Some young Chinese people attended a Maundy Thursday service. They were “high” on the 
Christian faith, going to as many Easter services as they could! All heaven is breaking loose! 
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(e) Chinese man in church 
Last Sunday I spoke to a Chinese man in church. He was attending the English service first with a 
view to attending the Chinese service later. All heaven is breaking loose! 
 

7. Easter – when all heaven broke loose 
 
In this Gospel reading for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, Jesus is telling his disciples what is to come 

through his death and resurrection and ascension and Spirit-giving. When it all happens they will 
believe. 
 
Next time you watch the Sydney Harbour New Year’s Eve fireworks on TV, just think, that’s a 

reminder of how Jesus’ death and resurrection ensured that all heaven broke loose!  
 
Easter can certainly be described as the day and beginning of an era when all heaven broke 
loose! Amen. 

 
 

Song 

 Fade Away 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Heavenly Father, 
We confess that we have not always loved you as we should; we have not valued and used 
your word as much as we should; we have been inclined to deny you, betray you and doubt 
you, like your original disciples did.  

Have mercy on us and forgive us our sins.  
Give to us the peace which passes all understanding in which we are assured of your love and 
forgiveness and gift of heaven. Help us to trust in you and not be worried or afraid. In the 
name of Jesus who went away and came again. Amen. 

 
 
Jesus went away and came again. He died for our sins and rose from the dead. He forgives us and 
is preparing a home in heaven for us.  

To all who repent and believe, your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you.  Amen. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ55mDL7dA0
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Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that through your death and resurrection, all heaven has broken loose!  Your 

death on the cross has enabled us to live as free and forgiven people  Thank you for the 

assurance that you are coming for us.  You promise to be with us through your Word and the 

Sacraments and when we eventually are called home to be with you.  Help us live as the 

forgiven people we are.  Help us to live as if heaven is breaking loose! 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o We lift our Board for Ministry, our staff and volunteers who are picking up extra 

responsibilities in our Pastoral absence.  Bless the work they are doing and provide them with 

your guidance and the assurance of your constant presence.    

o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering or those who may be feeling 

isolated from others.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, sadness, financial or health concerns. We 

pray especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unfailing love and care 

for them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 

The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

The Blessing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ55mDL7dA0
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