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Enough for All: Reflection for Easter 6—22 May 2022 
Acts 2; Luke 14:16-23; Acts 10:1-24, 34-48        
Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 

*[This sermon was prepared by Andrew Hyde, designated lay minister and chaplain for 
the Ecumenical Campus Ministry (Anglican, Presbyterian, United) at the University of 
Guelph and Lisa Leffler, a diaconal ministry student at the Centre for Christian Studies 
in Winnipeg for The United Church of Canada’s “Called to Be the Church” program. 
Rev. Barb’s edits and contextualization for EPUC are in brackets.]  

 

Hail, hail, the gang’s all here! 

Some of us, of a certain vintage, might remember singing this song or something like it 
at a party or gathering or community social. There’s nothing quite like the comfort of 
being gathered together with all of your people. 

It’s the kind of song, too, that we might want to imagine the Early Church singing as 
they gathered to worship, to take care of one another, and to share stories of the 
amazing things God had been doing around [and among] them. The Early Church had 
a profound sense of community, a togetherness whereby they combined their 
resources and made sure there was enough for all. 

“[T]hey would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,” 
scripture tells us, “as any had need” (Acts 2:45). 

When we imagine a community holding all things in common and tending to one 
another’s needs, we might be inclined to think of them as an inward-looking and 
protectionist group. “We take care of our own,” is a sentiment we hear bandied about 
even today, especially when resources and imagination and compassion feel scarce. 

But God’s call, God’s Call to Be the Church, takes us to another place. 

We’ve been exploring what it means to be Called to Be the Church. Beginning from a 
posture of awe and wonder, we’ve seen God’s call gather us together—across our 
differences—to form community. This week, we pause to consider how God’s call 
expands our sense of who “we” are—who the “all” [with which we are connected] are—
and breaks down the barriers between different [parts of our faith] community. 

Peter, in our scripture today, came from humble origins. At the start of his story, “all” 
his people likely consisted of his family and the [other] fisher folk he worked with. God’s 
call, however, sweeps him up into a movement of people who walk with Jesus. That 
same call pushes Peter beyond that community of common experience to a deepening 
connection with others who also feel God’s call and come from circumstances that defy 
expectations. 
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[We hear how that happened in the story I read from Acts, where Peter encountered]: 

 a centurion who was a devout man, and prayed constantly, and gave generously 
to others 

 a gentile household who received the Word of God, as well as the Holy Spirit 

 a family of people who profaned Peter’s understanding of dietary laws and 
religious practice, but longed to be baptized 

 a contributor to unjust systems of empire and oppression, serving as a testimony 
to the love of God in Jesus 

Could such people be part of what God was doing, according to Peter’s previous 
mindset? Did God’s love and concern extend to them as well? [Is there Enough for 
ALL?] 

Could such people be called to carry God’s hopes for the world, just as we are? 

“What God has made clean,” [God] declares in Peter’s vision, “you must not call 
profane” (Acts 10:15). 

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,” proclaims Peter to his Gentile 
listeners, “but in every nation anyone who fears [God] and does what is right is 
acceptable to [God]” (Acts 10:34, 35). 

God’s call challenges and expands our understanding of who “we” are. It stretches our 
sense of the “all” whom we are called to care about, tend, partner with, and feel 
responsibility for. [That has been a major question we have explored throughout our 
transitional ministry together. Who ARE We? The other questions are: Who are our 
neighbours? What is God inviting us to do?] 

“Hail, hail, the gang’s all here!” But it’s not. When we look around our church, [we know 
that not all the folks in our community of faith are here. That’s partly due to Covid. 
Further,] we know that the broadness, the diversity, the reach of who God cares for 
and includes is not “all” here. Not at all. 

As a church, we are called to work together to grow our sense of who we are, who we 
care about, who we tend, and remind ourselves of the important relationships and 
partnerships we have with people [both within and] well beyond our own congregation. 

The Mission and Service of The United Church of Canada is one way by which our 
church, our community of faith, helps broaden our sense of who our “all” is. 

Through the Minute for Mission stories we share, we hear about community ministries 
that serve [those who are marginalized], campus ministries that walk alongside 
students, and camps that stir imagination in children. [Minute for Mission stories also 
connect us with people partnerships in mission together around the world.] 
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Through the Gifts with Vision program [and special gifts through the national church  
when crises happen around the world], we nurture justice initiatives, food programs, 
and advocacy work among our global partners. 

Through our givings to the Mission & Service of the United Church, we are reminded 
that these partners, these communities that exist beyond our experience and 
imagination, are actually part of us, that the work of the Spirit pushes us out beyond 
our comfort, and that God is already doing a new thing beyond the scope of our care 
and concern. 

“All my relations” is a vision gifted to our church by our Indigenous brothers and sisters. 
It is now featured on our United Church crest. This vision challenges us to see all 
people, and even Creation itself, as part of an interconnected family of mutual care and 
concern. It echoes the Early Church practice of ensuring there was enough for all and 
the Holy Spirit’s call to expand our sense of the “all.” 

As we live into what it means to be “Called to Be the Church,” may we be people with 
an expanding sense of who we are, who God loves, and [what God invites us to do as 
we live out our faith that there is Enough for ALL]. 

Rev. Barb’s message continues: 

[EPUC chooses to give a tithe, a percentage, of what we give in our offerings to God’s 
work through Mission and Service. We give approximately 10% collectively to M&S, 
Together in Community. Some folks choose individually to give more toward M&S and 
sometimes folks give only to M&S.  

I want to invite folks who do the latter to reflect and reconsider that. Without our 
financial support of THIS community of faith, East Plains United Church would not be 
here. Without local communities of faith like this one, there would not BE a national 
church. The wider church needs us to be a vital community of faith here in Aldershot. 

In fact, our Regional leaders have told us how proud they are of what we are doing 
through our visionary initiative of the EPUC Child Care Centre. EPUC is being held up 
as an inspiring example of how local churches can carry out mission in local 
communities. WE are being held up as an example to other churches that are 
struggling to imagine their future in their communities. Imagine that! Other churches, 
from as far away as London, are sending representatives to visit our church and to 
learn from us about the giant leap of faith we took! 

On behalf of the congregation, this community of faith, our Official Board is authorizing 
the Trustees to put in place some legal vehicles for repaying the mortgages that made 
it all happen. The Regional Council (Horseshoe Falls Regional Council) is working with 
us to do that. They believe in us. US! EPUC!  
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Meanwhile, your stewardship team (on behalf of the Official Board) is inviting us all to 
embrace the total mission of who we are together as East Plains United Church and 
the future we believe God is calling us to as a vital community of faith.  

I am so glad to have been part of this as your Intentional Interim Minister and to 
support EPUC financially, as well. In fact, I tithe (10%) from my total income to EPUC 
and have asked that for my remaining time with you, that my total tithe goes to EPUC. 
Out of my pension, I give to other things I believe in, too, like Heart and Stroke, 
Vaccinations in Africa through Gifts with Vision, global emergencies through United 
Church appeals, Five Oaks Centre. But my priority for this time, coming right off the top 
of my income through PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance monthly from my bank 
account), is the ministries we do together through this community of faith called East 
Plains United Church. 

Why? Because I believe in you; I believe in the future of this community of faith. 

It’s a place I have experienced God’s love and a sense of being church together, 
because there IS love and grace for all here: Enough for All! Thanks be to God!] 


