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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil 
Reader: Bob MacDonald 
Safety Officer: Joel Hefty 
Music:  Quartet of Choral Scholars; David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 
 
Peace I Leave with You!, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 
TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58934 [retrieved May 18, 2022]. Original source: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/taniwha/7186824/. 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58934
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 
Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses    

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 
Psalms    126 and 127 

1  When the Lord turned again the captivity of Sion * then were we like unto them that 
dream. 
2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter * and our tongue with joy. 
3  Then said they among the heathen * The Lord hath done great things for them. 
4  Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already * whereof we rejoice. 
5  Turn our captivity, O Lord * as the rivers in the south. 
6  They that sow in tears * shall reap in joy. 
7  He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth good seed * shall doubtless 
come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him. 
1  Except the Lord build the house * their labour is but lost that build it. 
2  Except the Lord keep the city * the watchman waketh but in vain. 
3  It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and eat the 
bread of carefulness * for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 
4  Lo, children and the fruit of the womb * are an heritage and gift that cometh of the 
Lord. 
5  Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant * even so are the young children. 
6  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them * they shall not be ashamed when 
they speak with their enemies in the gate. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Zephaniah 3:14-end 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no 
more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands 
grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear 
reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the LORD. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Henry Aldrich (1647-1710) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Matthew 28:1-10, 16-end 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards 
shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
“He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him.Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Henry Aldrich 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
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Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass man's 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, loving thee in all things 
and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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Anthem    Text: Edmund Spenser  Music: Alan Wilson (b. 1947) 

Please be seated while the choir sings the anthem. 

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day, 
Didst make thy triumph over death and sin: 
And having harrow'd hell, didst bring away 
Captivity thence captive, us to win: 
This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, 
And grant that we for whom thou diddest die, 
Being with thy dear blood clean wash'd from sin, 
May live for ever in felicity. 
And that thy love we weighing worthily, 
May likewise love thee for the same again: 
And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy, 
With love may one another entertain. 
So let us love, dear love, like as we ought, 
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 
 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 232) Text: John L. Bell (1949- ) and Graham Maule (1958- ). Music: CHILDER, John L. Bell 

 © 1989 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland). Used by permission of G.I.A. Publications, Inc., exclusive agent.  
 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605.   

 

. Jesus is risen from the grave, 
Jesus is risen from the grave, 
Jesus is risen from the grave, 
 alleluia. 

 Jesus was seen by Mary… 

 Peter will soon be smiling… 

 Thomas will stop his doubting… 

 Jesus will meet his people… 

 Jesus is here in bread and wine… 

 Jesus will live forever… 

Please be seated. 

Sermon  

Please stand to sing the hymn: 
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Hymn (CP 550) Text: Attrib. Thomas a Kempis (1379?-1471); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

Music: ALLELUIA, DULCE CARMEN An Essay on the Church Plain Chant, 1782. 

Light’s abode, celestial Salem,  
 vision whence true peace doth spring,  
brighter than the heart can fancy,  
 mansion of the highest King;  
O how glorious are the praises  
 which of thee the prophets sing! 

O how glorious and resplendent,  
 fragile body, shalt thou be,  
when endued with so much beauty,  
 full of health and strong and free,  
full of vigour, full of pleasure  
 that shall last eternally! 

There forever and forever  
 alleluia is outpoured;  
for unending, for unbroken  
 is the feast day of the Lord;  
all is pure and all is holy  
 that within thy walls is stored. 

Now with gladness, now with courage,  
 bear the burden on thee laid,  
that hereafter these thy labours  
 may with endless gifts be paid;  
and in everlasting glory  
 thou with brightness be arrayed. 

There no cloud nor passing vapour  
 dims the brightness of the air;  
endless noonday, glorious noonday,  
 from the Sun of suns is there;  
there no night brings rest from labour,  
 for unknown are toil and care. 

Laud and honour to the Father,  
 laud and honour to the Son,  
laud and honour to the Spirit,  
 ever Three, and ever One,  
one in love and one in glory,  
 while unending ages run. 

 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  
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