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Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29

“Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!         With these words Christians in many

traditions greet each other at the beginning of worship.  The declaration of Christ’s resurrection is at

the centre of all that we believe as followers of Jesus and this week we hear of some of the

manifestations of that reality as the disciples of Jesus first brought the message of this Resurrection to

the world in which they lived.  

In the Gospel passage for today Jesus makes a wonderful prediction and promise to his

disciples. The paragraph begins with his words, “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a

little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you will also live”. 

These are strange words for someone who knew that he was about to die to say to his followers. He

acknowledged that in the eyes of the world he will seem to have gone away but the disciples would

see him. This was, in part, a prediction of his resurrection but given the context of the passage it

seems to be so much more.  “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,

and we will come to them and make our home with them”, Jesus promised his followers.  There was to

be something more than just memories or a temporary visit - there was to be a permanent residency

set up in the disciples lives by none other than the Creator of the world.  “I have said these things to

you while I am with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will

teach you everything, and remind you of all I have told you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to

you.” (14:25-27) The news of the resurrection of Jesus is stupendous news but so too is the news that

God will send His Spirit into the lives of those who come to believe in order to abide in them. This

Spirit will be an Advocate for us as well as a Comforter or Counselor. Through the Spirit we are in

constant communication with God and are reminded of the things Jesus taught. Our conscience

becomes informed by the messages from Jesus and we become even more the people we were meant

to be.  This astounding reality came into being in the first disciples in a spectacular way on the feast of

Pentecost and we are also meant to experience the same reality.  “Send forth your Spirit, O God, and

renew the face of the earth” is a prayer from the Psalms which asks for this gift.  May we always yearn

for an increase in the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives.  The reality of the Resurrection of Jesus was

given more life through the lives of the apostles and early disciples through the actions of the Holy

Spirit.

This same Holy Spirit came to reside in the apostle Paul and through him blessed so many



people by forming new communities centred around Jesus the risen Messiah. One of those people was

a woman name Lydia. We meet her in the Acts of the Apostles.  Our Sunday School Curriculum offers a

perspective on this outpouring of God’s life into the world around them and how it affected Lydia and

those around her.  Here is a quote from that material which imagines Lydia speaking to the Sunday

School Class.

“ Hello, everybody. My name is Lydia and I’m a close friend of Paul the apostle. You will be hearing

about me in your classes today.

Back in my day, women were not considered to be very important. Unless you were married, you

counted as nothing at all! Most women were very poor and had to work very hard

just to survive. Sadly, it’s still like this for millions of women around the world. Some changes have

taken place. But many more changes are needed.

Mine was an unusual case. I was one of very few women with a business of my own. I made enough

money to have my own household. In fact, the church in Philippi began at my house. Paul visited us as

often as he could.

Let me tell you about my friend Paul. Talk about a man who changed – he went from trying to kill

followers of Jesus to being a follower himself! He was a wonderful Christian leader and he welcomed

women as co-workers. For a man of his times he was amazing. Some people say he told women

not to talk in church. But he never told me to be quiet! Still, there were many who didn’t like women to

be leaders. It wasn’t easy, let me tell you! It was discouraging for the younger women when they saw

how little respect we were given. It was especially discouraging when we discovered that the stories of

our ministry were barely mentioned in the new writings of the church. And worse yet, what few stories

there were about women were not being told in worship.

But that’s not the end of the story and that’s why I’ve come. I’m not here to complain. I am here to

celebrate. You see, God’s rivers of change are always flowing – even if they have to go underground for

awhile. Change can and does happen. I am living proof of this. Several years ago, it was decided that

my story along with the stories of other biblical women like Esther and Deborah should be read in

church, and the lectionary of Bible readings was changed. That’s why I am able to stand here today.

After hundreds of years I’ve been allowed back into my community.  Now, every 3 years, my story is

read during the Easter season in churches around the world. Praise be to God.

So, I am here today to say, “Never give up on the changes that God is bringing about through you! Keep

open to the leading of God’s Spirit and don’t be discouraged.” God bless you all and I hope you enjoy
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You see the truth of the resurrection isn’t just something we commemorate on Easter Sunday

it is a power which changes things through the agency of God’s Spirit living in and moving through the

people who have come to believe.  The excitement of that truth spurred the early apostles and

disciples of Jesus to accomplish more than they asked or imagined and it is still doing the same in our

generation.  We gather for worship and prayer but we also gather to be empowered anew to go out

and engage the world with this good news and to allow the power of God to transform us as well.

One day the New Jerusalem will house the people of God in a beautiful and eternal peace. That

peace is offered to us today in our broken and often hard-hearted world as we anticipate the final

culmination of God’s plan of salvation. As we share the greeting and the news of Jesus’ resurrection

may we look forward to the life of God as if moves in us and through us into the world around.
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